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 TntroduRion. 


H E Holy Scriptures, as the 


| - firſt Homily off owr Church 
b- A taches all its Children; tn 


" the wery beginwing of it , are ſuch 


4 Fountain and Well of Truth, that 
4s many 4s be deſirous to enter ints 
the right ”- perfect way _ God, 
mu ir-minds to be acquain- 
te & from : without which they 
can veither ſufficiently kuow Goo 
and bis Will , nor their own. Office 
and Duty. For in Holy Scripture 


: 15 fully contained; what weought 
: todo, and. what to eſchew ; w 

; to believe, what to love; and 
* what to look for at God's hands, 
1 at length. And therefore theſe 


Books ought tobe much in our 
hands, in our ,/ tn our-ears, 


; in -vur mouths, butmoſtof all in 
] our. hearts. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


| Unto which ſort of Diſcourſe, 
which-u grounied upon the V1. Ar- * 
ticle of our” Religion, they of the ? 
Church of Rome are wont to make 7 


4 double Exception. 


One is, That there are {ome rhings 1. 


:necefſary. to be: bets ed and pratti- : 


fed, which are not toke found there': 


þ 


but. muſt be received from ancient g 


Traditions. 


The other is, That thoſe Traths | 
which \are: delivered , in the Holy | F 


Seriprares, 'are'not ſo clear and per- 
ow , that common people ſhould | 
e intruſtcd wich the reading of | 
them. 
'Now'to the F iſt of theſe +. there | 
hath been ſomie tim ago 4 plain An: | 


ſwer made in & Diicourſe about | 


Traditions -: Therefore this Trea- 
_ ts intended only as an Anſwer to 
Second': Exception, i For "the 
muintuning of which they. are wont 
ro altedge; among other. places, thoſe |; 
012% ma words Ly St. Peter , gn; 
is 
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INTRODUCTION. 


;, | kis;Second Epiſtle, the Third Chas: 
_ # prey, and Sixteenth Verſe. Where, ; 
* having made mention of | St. Paul's 
'e | Epiſtles, which treated of the ſame: 
2 matter, that he had juſt before ex- 
-; 2 plained, he ſays, In which are ſome. 
;. 3 things hard to. be: underftopd;;, 
-. 2 which. they. that are unlearned. 
3 and unſtable -wreſt, \as they. do 
| 3 alſo the other Scriptures, unto 
», | their own deſtruction. . 

2 -* Bebold,, ay they, him dangerous 
= 2 #. is for common. people -to. meddle 
with the Holy Scriptures : which, be=« 
2 ing compared by St. Paul himſelf 
7 t0 4 two-edged Sword , ought not to 
be put into their hands, for fear they 
1 deſtroy themſelves therewith. 

* It is true indeed the [ame St. Paul 
3 teaches us, Rom. XV. 4. that what- 
ſoever things were written afore- 
time, were written for. our lear- 
ning : 44 are profitable , as he. 
writes elſewhere, 2 Tim.-II.' 16. 
' {for doQtrine, for reproof, for cor- 
= -. 


INTRODUCTION. 


reftion, for inftru&tion uv rights 
ouineſs, 

But this wotwithſta , there | 
are, (ay they, ſuch en ties 4nd 
obſcurities i» the Holy Seriprures, © 
as we learn from this hn Apoſtle * 
St. _ , _ the _ not to od 
f rofitable le ; but © 
mw ar fo them " ,wh tomo- - 

who therefore ought not #0 þ 
= Gow $ 

By which ſingle Inſtance , the : 
Reader. may ant & cen att 

bt] 
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DUETS. 


ol, couple fm ewe kt 

e we are like to have ; if we : 
= to b es alone , and do not fee © 
mth our own eyes : 'when theſe very | 
words of . St. Peter do plainly teach © ; 
us the quite contrary Dottrine to that © 
which a would eftablifh by them. | 


I. For they ave ſo for from aw | 
raining 4 Reaſon why the people | 
ſbould wot read them, that , Firlt, ' 


Re, —_— ſuppoſe the common | 
peophe, 
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le, even the unlearned amo 
7-2 did. in thoſe days read y 
Scriptures. Elſe they could not have 
wreſted them : as the Apoſtle ſays 
they did ; and complains of that, bus 
not of their reading them. . And 


IT. Secondly , Theſe words ds 
uot affirm the whole Scripture to be 
hard to-be underſtood , but only ſomes 
part of it : St. PauPs Epiltles at the 
moſt, or rather the things of which 
Se. Peter had been treating. And 
wor all of thems neither, but only ſome 
things ; Jvoaronms ma, ſome few 
things which would require pains,and 
atligent attention of mind, to compre- 
bend the meaning of them. And 


II, Thirdly, The Apoſtle doth 
not ſay, that all who read thoſe diffi- 
cult paſſages , are in danger to wreſt 
them ; but only the unlearned and 


unſtable : who abuſe the plaineſt 
Truths to their onn ruine, As for 
A+ 4 others, 
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others, they may read even the hard- 
eft places in Si. Pauls Epiltles ſafe- 
ly enough ; nay , receive great proj 
from thence , 4s well as from oth 
Scriptures : and they who wreſt them, | 
are pot to leave reading them ; but 
to grow in true Chriſtian knowledge, | 
4nd in Stability of mind. | 
Theſe are the three Parts of the” | 
inſuing Diſcourſe. A 
In treating and reading of which, | 
Let us pray to God, (s the ſecond |} 
Homily concludes) that we may 
ſpeak, think, believe, live, and de- 7 
art hence,according to the whol- 
| he DoQrine and Verities of theſe 
holy Books. And by that means, | 
in this World, have God's defence, 
favour and __ , with the un- 
fpeakable ſolace of peace, and 
quietneſs of Conſcience ; and af- 
ter this miſerable life , enjoy the / 
endleſs Bliſs and Glory of Heaven. 
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| TX the'Right of God's People 
| _4- , to-read the Holy Scriptures, is 
* notatall prejudiced by theſe words of 
' EF St. Perer, appears from hence : That. 
s theWreſting of the Scriptures by the un- 
learned _, unſtable, doth ſuppoſe 
* that even ſuch perſons did then read 
, # them; Which overthrows the Con- 
| Z cluſion , which they of the Roman | 
/ Church, endeayour to draw from this 
| place. , W ad . 
_ For there had been no poſſibility of 
perverting their ſenſe, if they had not 
'been 1n their hands at that time ; as 
they are in ours now. And 'yet the 
Apoſtle, doth -not- reprehend thei 
medAng with. them ; but theic.1gno- 
rance and their heedleſneſs; which 
was the cauſe they . miſunderſtood. 
them; and might have been preyent=- 
ed by a little diligence and care, with= 
out throwing them quite away. | 
For the fault was not there; but in 
3 themſelyes :..who came to. the per- 
# uſal of holy things, with unproparee. 
minds. Asy 
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Now for the eſtabliſhing of this. 
- Truth, that the people wexe nd then, 
and therefore ought not now to be, 
debarred the liberty of reading the # 

' holy Books, (which God our-Saviour * 
'  hathleft' unts his Church, 4$%.com- * 
mon Inheritance) you-may be'pleaſed. 

to weigh theſe things following :. 3 
which will fully ſettle your minds in_ 7 
this perſwaſton. + 


& þ 


Firſt, That the ancient People of it 
God, the Jews, were not only per- 7 
mitted, but required by God himſelf. ® 
to be ſo converſant in the Law of Mo- © 
fes, and ſo well acquainted with it, as 7 
to be able to teach their Children. ? 
God's Commandments :, and for that 
end, to talk, of them when they ſate in © 
their houſes , or walks by the way , when | 
they lay down, and when they roſe up, | 
nay, to write them upon the doors of their 
houſes , and on their gates; that when- 
ſoever they went ont or came in, they' | 
might have them: before their eyes, 
and be put in mind of them, Dent. VI. 
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Part I, Search the Scriptures. 
This the Lawgiver thought a mat- 
ter of ſo great importance, that a lit- 
tle after, inthe very ſame Book, he 
enjoyhs it over again ; for fear they 
ſhould negleCt it, Chap. X7, 18, 19, 20. 
For -the- very Root and foundation (as * 
their Maſters ſpeak) «por which all the . 
precepts depend, is this precept of leartt- 
ing the Law : which no man can ima» 
gine how they ſhould do, to ſuch per- - 
eCtion as Mvſes requires ; unleſs they 
had the benefit of looking into the 
—_ the Law as often as they plea- 

Of which that they might be put in 
mind, he took care alſo that the Law 
ſhould be read to them publickly eve- 
ry Sabbath day ; whereby likewiſe, 
they that could not read (if there were . 
any ſuch among them) might be aſliſt- 
ed to inform their Children, by hear- 
ing God's Word read unto them, in 
their own language. 

For this is certain , that in the Sy- 
nagogues, where they met, not for the 
Ceremonial Worſhip of God (which 
was. performed only at the Temple) 
but for his Moral Service , Moſes had 
thoſe that preached him (or —_—_ ” 

| 
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his Law with a loud yaice): a. So0y 
: &qxov, from ancient ages or generati- 
ons ;, being read in the Synagogues every 
Sabbath day. , They are the words of | 
St. Fames, in the firſt Chriſtian Coun- | 
 cil,, XV: Ats 21. Where Grotixs ob- 
ſerves that it is believed, Moſes him. | 
ſe'f was the Author of this praCtice, ? 
which the Apoſtle affirms had been # 
from old times, #.e. from the time of * 
© the giving of the Law. .And ſo Zoſe- *# 
ph exprelly writes in his ſecond Book | 
againſt Appioz : where he ſhews how #® 
Aoſes propounded to the Jews, the 
moſt excellent and the moſt neceſſary of | 
all other Learning , viz. the Law : not | 
by letting them hear it once , or twice, or ® 
thrice ;, but every ſeventh day, laying | 
aſide their otber works, he commanded © 
them to aſſemble together, for the hear-" © 
eng of the Law, and to learn it through- | 
; and exdtlly. | 
For which end his Five Books were 
anciently divided into ſo many SeQti. 
. ons, as there are weeks in the year : 
that the whole, by reading one SeQti- 
on every week, might, be” read*over 


' vice inayear, ending at the Feaſt of 
' aberpacles. At which Feaſt, in the | 
as * eme 
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Solemnity of the year of Releaſe 
(which was correſpondent to the Sab- 
bath , becauſe it was. the ſeventh of 
years, as that was of days) Miſes re- 
quired that there ſhould be a more 
General Aſſembly of all 1frael called 
to appear before the Lord their God 
that the Law might be read to men, 
women, and children, and they might 
bear and learn, and: fear the Lord their 
God, atid obſerve to do all the words of 
this Law : , as he ſpeaks XX XI. Dee, 
10, 11, 12. 

Where Moſes declaring what God 
had commanded him about this mat- 
ter, the Hebrew DoCtors underſtand 
thoſe words (v. 11.) Tho# ſhalt read 
this Law before all Iſrael, in their hear- 


' ng, to be the Command of God to 


Moſes himſelf, requiring him, 'as he 
did the Elders and Prieſts under, him, 
to read the Law at this great: Solem- 
nity, as the Ordinary Levites did eve- 
ry Sabbath day. And- thence they, 

Fohuraher biotin, eye that 


Joſhua after histime , and the bs! 
1 the Xn Iſrael in ale 
. Ages, nd to read poblickly 


in hid gre Aſſembly, MT 
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the largeſt Court of the Temple 
would hold, the principal things in 
the Book of Deuteronomy * that the © 
ople might be moved to have an- . 
igher eſteem of their Law, and more 
reyerently attend untoit. For it was 
of mighty force to excite the people 
to Religion, when the chief Auth - 
- rity inthe Nation not only owned it, 
but commended it unto them. 
And becauſe all ſrc! could not be 
contained in that Court of the Tem- 


ple, therefore while 'the King was . ® 


thus reading there; the Levites, who 
' were ſpecially appointed for this 
work , did the ſame in the City of Fe- 
ruſalem : after notice had been given 
of their intention, by a ſolemn Pund 
of Trumpets. \ | 
Thus care was taken, that what he 
had enjoyned, Chap. VI. 7. ſhould not 
be neglefted. For if they did forget 
to wher the Law (as the word there 
ſignifies) upon their Childrens minds, 
they dembalres were excited and 
whetted to their duty , by the ſound - | 
of the Trumpets, by. this folemn Con- 


vocation, by the on Majeſty ap- 
eir.. attention, *' 
and.: | 


pearing to awaken 
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andby his' Authority preſſing the Laws 
of God upon their Conſciences. 

This was the conſtant work alſo, it 
might'be ſhown, of the Prophets; out 
of whoſe Books , there were Leſſons 
alſo added ir after-times ; to be read 
rogether with choſe out of the Law of 
Moſes. 

How ancient this was, we do not- 
certainly know : for ſome derive it 
from the times of Ezra ; others think 
it began after the Perſecution by An- 
riochis” Epiphanes... Who forbidding 
the reading of the Law. in theit Syna- 
gopues, they choſe ſome portion out 
of the Prophetical Books (as near to 
the ſenſe of that Seftion, which ſhould 
have been read out ofthe Law,as could 
be found.) to be tead in its ſtead : 
which when that Perſecution was over, 
they thought not fit to lay aſide, but 
continued the reading of them both. 
But, however that be, this is a known 
truth, That when our Lord himſelf 
car's 3 z as his pp Arbors 
into the Synagogue on the Sabbath.- 

. and up to read, He. took 
a Leſſon ont of the Prophers, for the 
ſabject of his firſt Sermon at — 


8 FS-arch the Scriptures. Part.h. | 


IV. Luke 16, 17- And that. it was, 
after the reading of the Law and of th 
Prophets , that St. Paul ſtood up an 
preached to the Jews at Antzoch,..XIIL 
Atts 15. F 

From whieh Exatnp/es, the cuſtom 
of reading two Leſſons, one out of the 
O1d Teſtament, 'and another out of 
the New, was very early taken up by 
Chriſtians in their holy Aſſemblies : 
 andcontinued ſo long in the Church, 

it appears by Iſdore, and: Gratian, that 
it was: moſt worthily reſtored by our 
Learned and Pjous Reformers., whoſe 
ſtudy it was, to form ſuch an Order 
of Divine Service, as was molt agree- 
able to the Primitive Patterns. 
© Which publick Reading was not in-- 
tended to hinder their private; but. 
to ſtir them up unto. it, Infomuch, 
that it is a Maxim among the Hebrews, 
That although a man had heard the 
Law read inthe publick Aſſemblies.on 
the Sabbath, yet he was bound alſo to. 
read himſelf, the Paraſcha or Seftion 
appointed for that Week. © For this is 
the Charatter which David gives of 
that Bleſſed man, who, walks not in 

the way of the ungodly, Hy delight. 

is 
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is in the Law of the Lord , and in bis 
Law doth he meditate day and night, 
s Pſal.I. 2. That is, faith the Com- 
& mentary , under the name of St. Hie- 
| rom, reads the Scripture perpetually 
that he may do the things contain 
therein. And thus. 1/aiab calls upo 
Z them, in after Ages, ſaying, Seek ye 
* ont _ pry: ;Arforg way ho, ne 
= one of theſe ail, &c. t is, 
* when you ſhall hereafter ſee ſome of 
* theſe things fulfilled , get a Copy of 
the Prophetical Books, if you want 
one, ſeek it diligently (as. the word 
denotes) till you find it, and read: 
andyou ſhall ſee that there is not one. 
word of what I have ſaid , that is not. 
come to paſs : but eyents ſhall exattly 
{ anſwer to theſe prediQions, 

And it is well known. that- Moſes 
himſelf, in the very beginning, took. 
particular care that the King ſhould be 
furniſhed with a Copy of the Law, and 
keep it by him, that he might read. 
therein all the days of his life , and learn 
to fear the Lord his God, and to keep all 
the words of this Law, and theſe Sta- 
tutes, ro. do them, XVIL Det. 18, 19. 
Nay , the more to imprint the wor : 

| 0 
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of this Book upon his mind, the Law 
enjoyns this as a duty belonging to the 
King himfelf, faying, He ſhall write 
him a Copy of thu Law in a Bock , ont 
of that which # befare the Priefts the 
Levites. Which , though ſome are 
pleaſed to think a Priviledge indulged 
only to the King, the Jews (who are 
willing enough to excuſe themſelves 
from ſuch laborious things) conſtant- 
ly affirm, that every private man was 
bound to do the fame; and that though 
the King had done it before (as others. 
were obliged to do) yet being exalted 
tothe Throne, he was bound to do it” 
over 620, ont of the moſt anthentick 
Reco T1 


him a greateg reverence thereof, 

This AſaiFonides grounds upon 
thoſe words, XXXI. Dent. 19. which 
concern them all ; Now therefore write 
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that it might be the more * 
imprinted on his ming, and work in 


ye this Song for you ;, as if he had faid, | 
Write the (aw for your ſelves, of | 


which this Song is a part ; for they 


were not wont to write the Law by | 


parcels 
Wherein perhaps they go too far ; 


but there is little doubt_ to be made, b 


that 
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that pious Kings took care the peo» 
ple fhould be acquainted with the 
Law, as well as themſelves : imita- 
ting that pious Prince Foſiah, who at- 
ter'a long ſorgetfulneſs of the Holy 
Scriptures, having a Copy of the Law 
brought to him, which was found in 
the Temple, not only cauſed it to be 
read in the ears of the people; bat 
(as the Jews ; with great reaſon, af 
firm) commanded the Priefts and 
Sctibes to write Copies of it, and de- 
Hyver them to the people. For how. . 
ſhould —_—_ able to perform” the 
words of the Covenant written in that 
Book, unto which 7eſih ingaged them 
(2 Kings XXII. 2, 3.) unleſs they 
knew them ? And how ſhould they 
know them more than they had done 
formerly, if they did only once bare- 
ly hear them ? Which might give 
them ſome preſent ſenſe of their duty, 
but could not be remembred, unleſs 
they had the words they were to per- 
form, conſtantly before their eyes. 

There might much more he added 
on this fubjeCt, but this is ſufficient to 
introduce what follows. 


It; 
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IL. 

THAT what was thus enjoyned 
by Moſes, and praftiſed by the peo- 
ple of the Jews, our Saviour confirm- 
ed by his Command, or , at leaſt, by 
his approbation; ſaying, -V. Fohp 39- 
Search the Scriptures , for in thers ye 
think ye have eternal life : and they are 
tbey which 14ſt ifie of me. Some indeed 
tranſlate the words thus, Ye ſearch; the 
Scriptures, for in them, &c. and ſo they 
are a, plain acknowledgment. of yhat 
was then in uſe ; nay, an approbetion, 
if not; commendation, of their -dili- 
gence, in turaing oyer the holy Books; 

. wherein they hoped to find ſo great a 
Treaſure as Eternal life. But if they 
be rendred as we, and ay many of the 
Romanzfi; themſelves tranſlate them, 
Search the Scriptures, then they are a 
Command ; wherein our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour requires what Aoſes had former- 
ly done; and charges them not to neg- 
Ie this duty of making a diligent in- 
quiry into the meaning of the: holy 
Writings; for there they would find 
plain teſtimonies concerning the _ 

E iah, 
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ſiah, and be ftisfied that he was the 
"Chriſt whom they expeCted; x 
And I cannot ſee how this Precept 
may be ſafely diſobeyed. But as our 
Lord in the Parable of the Rich man 
and Lazarw, XVI. Luke 29; brings in 
Abraham, ſeading the Rich-mans Bre- 
thren unto Aoſes andthe Prophets (3.2. 
to their Writings, for they themſelves 
were dead and gone) for their inſtru- 
(tion; from whom they might learn 
enough to keep them from coming in- 
to that place of Torment : So we, in 
like manner,” ought to''tell men, if 
they will know how to be ſaved, they 
mult. cepair. to Chriſt and. his Apo- 
ſtles; and ourof the Goſpel, and A- 
poſtolical Inſtruftions, learn the'way 
to Heaven, and how to eſcape Eternal 
damnation. © + + « WL 
For there-can be:no,good reaſowal- 
ledgtd, why the Jews ſhould bepermit- 
ted, nay commanded to read Moſes and 
the Prophetz,and wenot' be allowed, but 
forbid en, tread the words of Chref 
and'ihis Apoſtles. | For we are as tiiich 
concerned, or rather more, -in 
as they were in them : and they are 
not harder to be underſtood by tom, 
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than-the old Scriptures were 'by them : © 
®» we have the ſame means, the ſame 
helps that they had, if not far better ; 
to profit by them, and to grow in grace, | 
and in the knowledge of our Lord and Sa- | 
viour Feſu Chriſt. | | 
And therefore it is no fault in our * 
Preachers now ., \but an honeſt dif. * 
charge of their duty, to fay to their * 
people , as Origen doth to his, in bis © 
fecond Homily upon 1/aiab, Wonld to 
| God we did all prafliſe that which ts © 
written , Search the Scriptures, And © 
_ us St. Baſil (in his Second Book of Ba- |: 
ptiſm , Cap. 4.) Let » obey our Lord © 
who ſaith , Search the Scriptures : and © 
let us imitate the Apoſtles, who inquire 
"of the Lord himſelf, the interpretation | 
of bis own words ; learning the truth and 
wholeſomnef of what He ſaith in ane * 
place, by what He ſpeaks 1 another. | 
So far were great and Holy : 
men, from diſcountenancing the read- | 
ing of the Holy Scriptures ;. that they 
moſt preſs -eyery hody £0 it; 
28l hall how more fully before I! | 


25402 I 
'"P LL 


* 
*« , ” 
- 
. F Ll 
- + a * £ 


 & WU Wwe WY 0 Sy 


V w”' wo OY on 
a 


Sa 9  Vv © = 0* ry 


% SS L787 81 
JH n - s 4 4 "=; a. > "a 
"_" = - 


Part I. Search the Scriptures. Is 


II. 


LE T us now further confider. that 
the _ of our Lord were concer- 
ned, that what they wrote, concerni 
the Chriſtian DoCtrine, ſhould be r 
not only by the Elders of the Church, 
to whom their Writiags were direct- 
ed; but be communicated to all the 
Members thereof , who were vader 
their Inſtruction. 

This appears from St. Paws moſt 
ſolema Charge, in his firſt Epiſtle to 
the Theſſalonians , that it ſhould be 
read to all the boly Brethren, 1. v. 27. 
Who ſhonld _ it to them, but the 
Biſhops and Paſtors of the Church ? 
Who, no donbt, firſt received it ; bat 
were not to keep it ION bat 
impart -it to the w Community. 
And if they read-it tothe whole Socie- 
ty , we cannot think they refuſed to 
Edie, theethor mighr raed lenhons 

it, that it them- 
ſelves. Or rather they took cart to 
diſperſe this Letter of their own 4c- 
cord, among their Flock ; as pm 

alſo ſead i £o'vther Churthes, 'w 4 
J 
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by it became common to the whole Þ 


Chriſtian World 


| Andit was a matter of ſuch great | 
importance, that all the people ſhou!d {5 
be acquainted with his ſenſe, that his | 


Charge ts inthe form of an Adjuration. 


That if they negletted bim, the Command | 
+ for the Adjuration © 


ſhoutd be obeyed 


ſaks. For Adjurations were dreadful to © 
the ancient Chriſtians, though now, alas | 
(mo be to 1) they are little regarded. 
They are the words of Theophylatt. | 
-And to the ſame effe& Theodorer gloſ- * 


ſes.” ' -He adds an Adjuration , contri- 
ving that all might have the profit of the &_ 


reading this Epiſtle. For perhaps other- 


ways, they that firft received it, might | 
rot have given it unto all. As much as to | 


a EE s 5 >, © gr yr War =p wm 


fay , He was afraid leſt the Epiſtle F 


Hould be ſup@geſſed , and read but by F:: 


few : and therefore he requires them 


_ forthe loveof God, and as they ho 


for mercy from our Lord , that-it 
ſhould be'read untoall. Which teaches 
us, that the Word of God ought not 
to be” concealed from the pooreſt 
Members of the Church ; who are con- 
cerned init ; as much as the greateſt : 
— if- the Apoſtle were & ona 

4 VE 
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| alive ,/ and ſhould write to the Chur- 


2 ches, we may be confident, he would 


be more carneſt, if-it be poſlible, in 


© this matter ** graviore Conteſt atione ad- 


jurans, &c. (as Muſculus writes ) ad- 
= ding greater weight .o his Adjurati- 
on : and beſeeching , nay , charging 
* the Governours of the Churches (who 
2 now with all their might oppole the 
= peop.:es reading of his Epiltles) that 
as they expected the Grace of our 
#Lofd Jeſas Chriſt, who was the Witneſs 
of what he ſaid, and would be their 
* Judge, they would take care that all 
Zbis words ſhould be diligently com- 
Smunicated to the Faithful.” ' _ 
It may not be amiſs to take notice, 
hat to the ſame purpoſe $. Paul writes 
1lſo in. his Epiſtle to the Coloſſians LV. 
16- where he commands that this E= 
Piltle being read among them in that 
hurch, they ſhould take care to haye 
t read in that of  Laodicea (by ſend- 
ng, that is, a Copy of it to them) and 
he Coloſſians on the other ſide, ſhould 
ead the Epiſtle of 'the Laodiceans : 
hat-is, "the Epiſtlewhich he had ſent 
d that Church 3 as ſome ( Theo 
bleryes) anciently onderſtood it ; = 
| B e 
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the firſt Epiſtle to: 75morby, which was 
written: by him (as others, he ſaith, © 
obſerve) from Laadicea. 

' Theſe are plain demonſtrations, ; 
that; the Writings of the New Teſta. } 
-ment were intended to be the common * 
portion of all God?s people, as thoſe © 
of the O:d:hadalways been. : 


I'V. 


. AND: thus 1-ſtiall now-proceed to# 
ſhow they underſtood it: by repreſent. # 
ing that reading of the Scriptures. waz® 
lookt upon as a Duty, and carefully! 
practiſed by. pious people , according? 
to the forenamed- injunftion of our® 
Bleſſed Lord, and: the ſolemn obteſta.% 
tion. of the. Apoſtle. For the ſame? 
Apoſtle tells us, that his Son Timothy? 
from his:infancy had: known the Holy 
Scriptures ; which will not now be al- 
lowed in the Roman Church to grow: 
Chriſtians, -without a-ſpecial licence: 
no-:not; to Regulars, as they.call them; 
whoſe whale buſineſs it_is to be Reli 
giqus,: but! may.not. have any part of 
the Bible, in their own 6, 
without a , — 
| ead: 
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Read 2 Tim. Ill. 15. apd compe- 
ring it with the fifth verſe: of the firf 


® Chapter , you will . find that he recej- 
, he had of the 


ved this carly knowledge 
Scriptures, from his Grandmother and 
Mother (for his Father was not a Few, 


Z buta Greek) and therefore they were 


® not ignorant in the Scriptures ; buc 
Z had made it their buſineſs to nnder- 
£ ſtand them ſo well, that they were a» 


ble, according to the Law of Afoſes, to 


# teach-them their Children. 


Which they began to do, ſaith. the 


* Apoltle, ws 8&4ipes, from their cradles, 
© as we ſpeak in our Language : that is, 
© as Joſephus admirably explains it, ws 
= 7gdrn; whos aidheccs, immediately up- 
= on the firlt indication that they have 


eF any perception of other things. For 
by# ſo he writes in the Book before na- 


n 
ad 


= med, If any man ak, any one of our 
2 Nation concerning the Laws, be will tell 
# him all things more readily than bis own 
ih ame : for learning them alfa As 


il ſoorr 4s we come to have any kno 


e of 


things , we retain them deeply ingraven 
pon our muds. | 
Thus the Talmudsſts alſo diſcourſe 
4s five years old: they put their Children 
2 


to 
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A 


fo the Bible. Whereby they arrive at 

ſuch a-proficiency, that in theſe latter Þ | 
Apes they have been able to tell any ÞZ 
thing that is there: So Ribera a fa- 3 
mous'Jeſuit relates in his Commenta- Z 
ries-upon V. Micah 2. © I knew a Jew, # 
faith he, at Salamanca, who was ſuf- * 
* ficiently unlearned, of whom when © 


* inquired (in the Spaniſh Language, ; 


: | 
[ 
lt 
4 
t 


© becauſe he underſtood no Latine) a- Zj 
© bout ſeveral things , both in- the Hi- Fa 
*ſtorical and in theProphetical Books, #b 
© he ſtopt me immediately, upon the X \ 
© firſt mention of them, from proceed. 2X v 
©ing further : and repeated them all Fa' 
© himſelf, without Book, in the He. 
* brew Tongue. Which 1 relating to FC 
© another Jew who was become Chri- F*X 
© ſtian, he told me it was no wonder Fla 
* for they committed all theſe things $01 
©to memory from their Childhood. Fil 
Which may very well -put thoſe Fhi 
Chriſtians to the bluſh, who are asWBc 
careful and vigilant to keep not onlyEPt 
their Children and Youth, bnt Elderfc! 
people alſo from reading the HolyWbu 
Scriptures, as the Jews are to bring Fth: 
them intoacquaintance with them. Fwi 
And it is the more ſhameful, becauſe 
Even 


l 


4 
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2 even the Proſelytes, that is, they of 
r # other Nations , who embraced the 
y 2 Jewiſh Religion, were allowed this li- 
3- Þ berty, no leſs than the natural Jews 
3- & themſelves. - Which is apparent ia 
y, # the Hiſtory of 'the Eanuch belonging 
f- Z to the Queen of Ethiopia : whom St. 
I 2 Philip found (VII. As 28.) reading 
e, # the Prophet J/aiah, as he was 1a his 
a- & journey home-ward from Jeruſalem: 
j- Bagreeable to the Precept of the Law 
's, 2 before mentioned , that the Divine 
he Z Writings ſhould be their Companions 
d. = when they walkt on the way, as well 
111 $ as when they were within doors. 
e- 3 This Eunuch was a man of a ſtrange 
to ZCountry, bred up in the Court of E- 
ri- $thiopia ;, which was the ſofteſt, they 
r; May, and molt effeminate of all Nati- 
gs Fons : yer, being converted to the Jew- 
Ziſh Religion, he had ſo much care of 
ſe his Soul, as to read-the Prophetical 
asKBooks, the hardeſt of allthe o'd Scri- 
nlyEptures. The ſenſe of which, he con- 
Jer felled to Philip, he did not-underſtand ; 
olyFburt that did not. hinder his reading 
ng them. And becauſe he read them 
ESwith a pious mind; God ſent him an.la- 
uſeFterpreter : who improved his know- 
ven 5 B. 3 ledge, 
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ledge, and advanced bim from a Jew ® 


to bea Chriſtian : clothing the Black- 
more, as Eraſmx: expreſſleth it, with 7 
the Snow-like fleece of the immaculate 7 
Lamb. "1 

Which that great Man juſtly alled- * 
ges as an Argument, why every one ' 

ould read the Scriptures , thongh % 
they do not underſtand every thing # 
that they read. if they do it honeſtly * 
and piouſly , how do we know, faith? 
he, but that they may fare as well as; 
the Eunuch did : - who felt his heart 
touched, in the reading, by the Spirit? 


of God ? ; k 
V. | 


a_ a SMa fot .7oo oa D£xuu_ co am. Eq 


CERTAIN it is, you may; 
further obſerve, that this was not on-# 
ly praftifed in the firſt and beſt rimeg 
of Chriſtianity , but it was accounted! 
a noble quality in thoſe , who were ſe-j 
riouſly converſant in the Holy Scri-3 
ptures. As they of the City of Bere: 
may teach us ; who hearing St. Paul 

reach that Feſ#s was the Chriſt which! 
e confirmed no doubt out of the Scri-) 
ptures, did not preſently reject w ; 
4 
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* hefaid;, becauſe it croſſed itheir Opi- 
* nion , as a neighbouring City 'had 
2 done;- but were more noble (faith the 
& Text, X VII, As 11.) or better bred, 
* than thiſF of Thellalonica z ſearching 
4. Z the Scriptures daily, whether thoſe thing s 
ne 2 were-ſo, Which is fo far from being 
2h & cenſured- as a piece of preſumption, 
1g 2 that God bleſſ6d theſe pious endea- 
1y 2 yours, and gave them a right under- 
th ſtanding, as a reward of their ſearch 
232 into 'the 'Scriprures: accotding as it 
rt thete follows, "therefore many of them 
it © believed. 
Z AndthusSt. Perer alfo, in this very 
Z Epiſtle (Chap. 7. 19.) commends his 
'# Country-men ; who attentively read 
= and conſidered the Prophetical Wri- 
* tings: We have alſo a more ſure word of 
.* Prophecy , whereunto ye do well that ye 
* take heed, as unto a light that ſhineth in 
el% # dark, place , until the day datn, and 
the day-ſtar ariſg in your hearts. 
ji. The plaineſt meaning of which 
words, to me, ſeems to be this; * That 
© it was & laudahle and praife-worthy 
<Y thing in thoſe Jewiſh Converts to 
ri-3 *whom he writes (who as yet were 
7 © but weak in the Faith) that chey Uid 
J B 4 * g6ve 
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* g3ve heed jto the Writings: of the an- # 
© cient Prophets; which they took to. Þ 
© be the ſureft ground of their Faith : ? 
*for in them they would find the Lord © 
© Jeſus plaiply deſcribed, if they com- ? 
* pared what the Apoſtles preached. 3 


«with that which they'foretold, as the Z ©, 


* Bereans did. , Thoſe Writings in- Z 
* deed of the Prophets,” did but ob- Z 
© ſcurely treat of Chriſt, in compari- * 

© ſon with the diſcoyerjes of him in the Z 
* Goſpel, and the Apoſtolical Writings 7 
* (which he compares to the Day-ſtar, ” 


* and the old Prophets but to a Candle Þ} © 


* ſhining in 4 dark place) yet the one i 
* would lead them to the other; and 2 
* by taking attentive heed to the Pro- 


© time find the day dawn, and the Day- 2 
© ſtar ariſe in their bearts : that is, ar- b 
© rive by degrees at clearer demonſtra- Z 


© tions, and a fuller and brighter know- i# T 


© ledge of Chriſtian Truths, delivered | 

* by our Saviour and his Apoſtles : who # 
* being the Light of the World, gave 
light eveft to the ancient Prophe- | 
* CICS. 
To conclude this particular ;, they | 

were ſo far from diſcouraging any ' 
: Chri- | 


Yi 
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Chriſtians, in their reading the Holy 
3 Scriptures, that they commend thoſe 
«+ & who read-even the hardeſt Books a- 
qd 3 mong them. Thoſe words are very 
= Z remarkable, 1. Revel. 3. Bleſſed i he 
d Þ that readeth, and they that hear the words 
e © of this Prophecy; and keep thoſe things 
- Þ that are written therein. 

= ® Which comfortable incouragement 
j- & 1 do not ſee why we may not, with the 
e © greateſt ſatisfaction , apply to our 
s © ſelves now, as they did then, to quick» 
-. Zenusto read and hear the things con- 
le & tained therein. For though we: do 
e & not certainly underſtand every one of 
4 Z thoſe Prophecies; yet thereare abun- 
z- Z dance of moſt excellent inſtrutions 
n = and admonitions, incouragentents and 
. 3 confolations interſperſed thronghous 
. = that Book: which make it fit to be 
- & read by Chriſtian people for. their di- 
7. & rection and ſupport. And we may 
d & likewiſe from hence take the conk- 
0 
e 


# dence to argue in this manner ; .If a 
Bleſſedneſs be pronounced to- thoſe 

. & that read or hear that Prophecy, and keep 
3 thoſe things that are tvritten therein ;, 

3 then they cannot be accurſed;” who for 
2 the ſame end read other” holy Books, 
B.s where 
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where ſuch inftrotions and comforts © 
are more plentifully, and plainly, and £ 
on purpoſe delivered : nor can they? {1 
- expect God's bleſſing who prohibit 2} | 
the reading even of thoſe ealie and} * 
\ 
( 
| 
\ 
| 


more familiar Scriptures, which are 
accommodated by the Divine Wiſdom Z 
and Goodneſs to the moſt vulgar ca- 
Pacity. e 
Every one ought to drink of theſe! 
Fountains : nor- would I forbid (faith! 
Eraſmus very piouſly) thoſe that thirſt? 
after Chriſtian knowledge , to read * 
. even thoſe Books, which are not fo” 
open, but like a Foxntain ſealed up. Be- 
cauſe they will reap this fruit ar leaſt, 
that they will come more fit to the z 
hearing of Sermons, which touch up.'* 
on, or allude to thoſe more obſcure 2 
paſſages. They will hear alſo thoſe'3 
things more willingly, of which they ® 
have already ſome knowledge : and 3 ' 
underſtand thoſe things more eaſily, of 3 | 
which they have a ſmall taſte. 


v1. 


AND there is the greater reafon 0x 
for it, tecauſe the Holy Scriptures are | 
a COns | 
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* a conſiderable part of our compleat 
3 Spiritaal Armour ; without which we 
Z ſhall lie ſo open to the aſlaults of our 
it. Enemies, that it will very atuch haz. 
® zard our Salvation. And why ſhould 
Z we be expoſed to any danger, when 
Z we may defend our fclves by the uſe 
2-3 of thoſe weapons which God himſelf 
2 hath provided for us? Or how can 
they be Friends to- our Souls , who 
would expoſe us by taking thoſe wea- 
ns out of our hands ?, 
Read the VI, Epheſ. 11. &c, 
Where the Apoſtle exhorting them 
Z to put on the whole Armour (or com- 
t, # pleat Armour) of God, that they might 
ie. be able to fland againſt all the wiles of 
Y the Devil; in the following Verſes e- 
eZ} numerates the ſeveral parts of this 
e q Armour. and the laſt piece of it, but 
y& one, is (v. 17) the. Sword of the Spi- 
dz rit, which is the Word of God, This 
fZ ſhews that, as while we have Ene- 
= mies to fight withal, and very pow- 
* erful, ſabtil Enemies, we have 
need; of all ſorts of Weapons that 
* God hath furniſhed us withal-for our 
2 defence; ſo we are not completely 
3 appointed for our defence, _ 
ens 
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this weapon,the Word of Ged, no more ® 
than a Souldier is without his Sword. 7 
And therefore they who go about to 2 
deprive us of this, leave us, in great 2 
part, naked to our Spiritual Enemies : 1 
By wreſting that' weapon out of our * 
< 7 whereby we ſhould beat them ® 
off. 
T here is- not one of the Devils tem- * 
ptations, ye may obſerve, (IV. St. } 
Matth.,) but our Saviour vanquiſhed * 
it by this weapon : teiling him, it is * 
ſo and ſo written ; and the Tempter ' 
had no-more to ſay, nor knew what to © 
oppoſe thereunto. And therefore our 7 
fafety lies in the ſame Divine Armory 
of the Holy Scriptures : unto which - 
we ought to have reſort upon all occa- © 
fions ; and there furniſh our ſelves -- 
with ſuch holy Precepts, Examples, - 
Promiſes, and- Threatnings, as we may % 
have ready at hand:to oppoſe to eyery. © 
"temptation. gd 
It is uſually ſaid, as I noted:in- the 7 
beginning, that men may wound them- © 
ſelves with a Sword , as. ſoon as their © 
Enemies :- and therefore it is not ſafe * 
to let eyery body take this weapon in-* ? 
to his. hand, , ; 
| But ; 


\ 


Part I. Search the Scriptures. 29 


\ — 
Wy 7 - 4 
——_—_ » = I. 
Lt ST, #5 - aq . - - F : > ae iP » are $7 e% .. os 
48 RTE) + 1 4 =. - is a +. 35 Ba. ” or TE 26% 35-2: x. 
a PX. k * Ge at ded IE EEE *- 


But was not the Apoſtle as much a- 
ware of this as we { Were not the Holy 
Scriptures as liable to be perverted 
then, as now? And we by this reaſon 
ſhall leaye neither Sun in Heaven; nor 
any. good Creature here upon Earth 
(as a great Man of our own ſomewhere 
ſpeaks) for they have been all wretchs 
edly abuſed to.yery ill purpoſes by eyil 
men. 

And beſides this, it is not true that 
men may as foon hurt themſelves, as 
their Enemies, with this Sword. , For 
who but mad men, or deſperate per- 
fons, run that weapon into their own 
bodies, wherewith they ſhould defend 
their lives? And who but they that 
are diſtracted themſelves, will ſuppoſe 
the generality of Chriſtians to be ſuch 
a'frantick ſort of people;, that they 
are not to bet with the means of 
their preſervation :-but muſt have even 
the bread of life taken from them , fox 
fear they ſurfeit of it ? 

Bur this will be more” fully anſwer- 
ed: hereafter':- and that which I have 
next to repreſent to your, ereti- 
on, will give great ſatisfaction to it, 
which is this, - fY 

H. 
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VII. 


THAT the greateſt Doctors in the 
Church have moſt earneſtly exhorted 
the people,with all the Rhetorick they 


could invent, to give themſelves lei- 7 
ſure for this holy imployment, of read- 


ing the Holy Scriptures. 


S. Chryſoſtome , for inſtance, in a ® 
number of places , maintains theſe Z 
three Propoſitions, with an extraor- * 
dinary zeal, and paſſionate concern, ® 


to have them believed and praftiſed. 


Firſt, That all men, of whatſoever 
rank and condition they be, ought to * 


read the Bible; not only at Church, 
but at home. 
Secondly , T hat it is more neceſſary 


for a mere Eay-man, as we ſpenk, to 


read it, than it is for a Monk, or thoſe © 
that are wholly ſequeſtred from the * 


World. 
of the Scriptures, nor indeed any thing 


Thirdly, That neither the obſcurity 4 


elfe , ought to be thought a ſufficient I 


reaſon whymen ſhould not read them. 


eng. .: 
I. For the firſt of theſe, [That al 


men, 
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men, of wharſpever rank, and condition 
they be , ſhould read the Scriptures] his 
words are very remarkable upon that 
place of St. Paul, II. Colof. 16. Let 
the word of Chriſt dwellin you richly, in 
all wiſdom, teaching and admoniſhing one 
another, &c. where he cries out with 
great yehemence, Azivals 3701 id xog- 
waxed, &c. Hearken to this 44 many of 
you 44 are men of the world , and have 
wives and children under your care; how 
he commands, even you eftecialy, toread 
the Scriptures : and that not ſimply, nor 
by the bye, but with a great deal of dili- 
gence, Which he preſſes, by compa- 
ring the heavenly Treaſure here con- 


- . tained with all other riches ; and 


then returns to his Exhortation again, 
ſaying, Axiod]s, mygnzas , may]es vi 
Bra) ixol, &c. Hearken, 1 beſeech you, 
all ye that are Secular men : provide 

ſelves with Bibles, the Medicines of your 
Souls. If not with the whole, yet at leaft 
the New Teſtament ;, the Apoſtle: , the 
Att;, the Goſpels, your perpetual Inſtru- 
fors. If any ſadnef befal thee ; look, 
into theſe as into a Repoſitory or Shop of 
ſpiritual Remedies. Hence fetch conſo- 
lation in all doleful caſes ,, whether it be 
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any damage in thy goods, or it be death, 


or the loſi of ſervants, Or rather do.not 
look into them ;, but take them all to thy 


ſelf}, carry them. about with thee in thy | 


mind. This ts the cauſe of all evils ,, not 
to know the Scriptures, We go to War 


without our Armour , without Weapons; © 
how can we be ſafe? It us eaſie to over- © 


come with theſe;, but not without them, 


Do nat throw all upon our ſhoulders. Te 4 


are Sheep ;, but not irrational ones, but 


reaſonable : and many things the Apoſtle 


lays upon you: Who ought to learn. of 


u : and then your wives and your chil- 
dren ought to learri of you. But you 


would” leave all. to us : which gives wno % 


ſmall trouble. 


To the ſame purpoſe he diſcourſes y 


inother places of his works; and main- 
tains it by ſuch arguments as theſe. 


Firſt, that every man hath need of | 
fuch inſtruments as belong to his art. . Z 


A Black-ſmith (faith he in his third 
Sermon upon Lazarm,) or Gold-ſmith 


cannot work_without their Anvil, their ® 


Hammer and "their . Tongs , and ſuch 
like Tools: which they will by no means 
part withall, though they ſuffer hunger 


and thirſt, becauſe then they give up ; 
their | 
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T2 their trade, and all means. of their ſubſiſt- 


3 ence ts gone : and even juſt ſo ought we to 
*® be diſpoſed, who can no more go to work, 
without the Apoſtolical and Prophetical 
Writings , and other divinely inſpired 
® Scriptures, than they without thoſe T ools. 
Z For as by thoſe Inſtruments they form 
= and faſhion all the Veſſels they takg in 
* hand: Sowe by theſe, hammer, as I may 
# ſay, our own Souls, amending and re- 
= forming all that is amiſs , renewing what 
i decayed, nay, making our ſelves quite 


* other Men. For here ts the difference 


* between us and them : They ſhew their 
3 art only in the outward figure of a thing 
2 (for they cannot alter the matter of it ;, 
= by turning Silver, for inſtance into Gold) 
* but we, by theſe Divine Inſtruments, 
= may do a great deal *Yhore, turn 4a 
 &Z Earthen relſet into- a Golden, aVeſſeb 

= mnto Honour, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, ſan- 
. & ified and meet for the Maſters uſe, and: 

* prepared unta every gaod Work. Let 6. 
® 70t neglefÞ therefore the getting of Bi- 
= bles: Nor let ws dig for. Gold, but r4- 
= ther treaſure up theſe Spiritual Books... 
3 For the more Gold we have, the more 
7. hurt it may do us : But Bibles if wa got, 
they will Ho thoſe that have them a great 
deal of god, Second= 


34 Search the Scriptures: Part I. 


Secondly, He: preſles this, by this 7 
- further conſideration, that as S* Paul 7 
would have us; let rhe Word of Chriſt 
dwell in ws richly and abundantly : fo S* 7 
Peter requires us ro be ready -dlways to | 
. give an anſwer to every man, that acketh © 
«s 4 reafon 'of the hope that is in w. 
1. Pet. [I7. 15. Now what ſay onr idle © 
People, more lazy than Drones, to this ? | 
They comfort themſelves with thoſe words | 

m rhe Proverbs, Bleſſed « rhe ſimple ©! 
Soul. © For this is the cauſe of all. onr e» 
vits, that many do not underſtand how to © 
produce the T ftimonies of the Striptures © 
ro the purpoſe. For the Wiſe Mun by 7 
thre Simple doth not there mean, an 4gno- © 
rant mani, that underſtand: nothing; but © 
4 barmleſs man, that works no evil, but © 
hath shill only 'to do goad. Thus he 7 
diſcourſes in his XVH Homily upon © 
S* Fobn's Goſpel : Where he ſhews it 3 
is an unpardonable neglect, not to be * 
able out of t oly Scriptures, to | 
repel the affdults of Gentile Philoſb- | 
phers. For vt is a moſt abſurd thing, 
that every Phyſician ſhonld be able to | 
give an exatt account of bis art;, nay | 
4 Currier or Weaver , or any other Ar- | 
tift can do the ſame ;, A rn 
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ed n Chriſtian, camot pive un account 
of his own Faith. 

Thirdly , As every manis bound to 
give a reaſon of his Faith ; ſo he is 
bound to take care of his Souls pro- 
ficiency in Vertne and Goodnefs : 
Which he cannot do, nnlefs he be 
converſant in the Holy Writings. 
For what ſenſible Food is to the increaſe 
of bodily ſtrength, that the reading of the 
Scriptures 1s to the Soul, It is a Spiri- * 
tual Nonriſhmeyt ; and renders the, Soul 


| ; ſtronger, more conſtant, and more philo- 


cal : not ſuffering it to be carried 
« with abſurd Caatraniar; but 
mnibing it pure-and light ſome, gives it 
wings to carry it wp to Heaven. 

Much more to'the ſame pnrpoſe he 
ſpeaks in his XXIX Homily upon Ge- 
neſis : and begins the XXXV. in this 
manner. Great 1s the good, my Belo- 
ved, of kill in the Divine Writings. 
For this makes a Philoſophical Soul (t 
is, inſtrufts it in all manner of Ver- 
tue) this forms a man to be acceptable : 
this makes him mind none of theſe things 
preſent , but to have his mind alwayes in 
the other Life : that looking at the re- 
eompence our Lord will give ms, we "9 
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do all that He would have us, and under- 
take the labours of Vertue with great | 
chearfulneſs. For from thence we may © 
exattly learn the Providence of God's 
ſpeedy ſuccour and belp ;, the Fortitude 

of the Righteous ;, the GoodnefS of our ® 


Lord ;, the Greatnef of his Rewards, 
From thence we may be excited to 4 2ta- 


low imitation of the Chriſtian Vertue of A 
brave men : that we may not flag in the © 
ut be confident | 


' Combates of Vertue ;, 
and aſſured in the Divine Promiſes , 'be- 


fore they come to paſs. Therefore let | 


uw, I beſeech you, with great diligence 
apply our ſelves to the reading of boly 
Writings : for thereby we ſhall be fur- 
niſhed with Divine knowledge, if we fre- 


smpoſſible that he ſhould be negletted by 
God, who with-earneſt diligence and fer- 


vent deſire, imploys himſelf in theſe Di- 
vine things.; but, if no man can be found | 


to teach us, the Lord himſelf will' come 


from aboue into-our hearts, andinlighten | 


our minds, and. ſhine into our under ftan- 
dings, and reveal thoſe things that are 
bidder , and inſtruft us in thoſe things 
wherein we are ignorant \, provided we 
will contribute all that lies in us to the bu- 


CO, 


oeſſ make them our ſtudy © it being © 
f 


ſineſs. Fourth= | 
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Fourthly, This he illuſtrates by the 
Example of the Exnuch , in the VI1!, 


4 of the A#s : whom he magnihes in ſe- 


veral places of his Works (as I ſhall 
have occaſion to obſerve) upon ſeveral 


Z accounts, belonging to this matter : 
2 particularly here, for not negleCting 
Z to read the Prophet 1/ainh ; though 
= he himſelf was a Barbarian, and igno- 
= rant what the Prophet ſaid : but be- 
© cauſe he did what he could , and with all 
Z the diligence he was able , he obtained a 
* Guide from God. Conſider here, I be- 
2 ſeech you, how beneficial it was to this 


man , that he did not omit reading \, m, 
though he was in a jonrney, on the high- 


.x way. Let thoſe hearken to this, who will | 


= not do ſo much at home: but look upon 
= this as a by-buſinefs , becauſe they coha- 
* bit with a wife , or ave _—_— Souldiers, 
2 and bave the care of chillye 


n, and muſt 
lock, after their ſervants , and have a 


«| great deal of buſineſs in the World, which 
© they imagine ſufficiently excuſes them from 


troubling themſelves with reading the 
Holy Seript-yes. | For ſee here all this 
confuted in this Barbarian , a man of 
buſineſs, and in his journey, &c. who 
was ſo ſtudious and intent upon =_ 
read- 
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reading, that nothing could divert 
him from it; as he proceeds to ſhow 
in that Homily with a great deal of 5 
Eloquence ;- which will be more per- ! 
tinently alledged under ſome of the 
- other general Heads, I only obſerve | 
one thing more under this. f 
Fiftchly, That he urges this obliga- © 
tion they had upon them to read the | 
Holy Scriptures, from this Argument, | 
That otherwiſe they would not be able * 
to' inſtruct their Children and Fami- * 
lies : as hetells them they were bound ' 
to do, from the forenamed Precept of 
St. Paul , Let the word of Chriſt dwell | 
in you richly , in all wiſdom, teachin 
and admoniſhing one another in Pſalms, | 
&c. Obſerve, ſaith he, how the Apo- * 
file declines all that might deter them from © 
this buſineſs, Becauſe there is great pains © 
fo. be taken inthe reading ſome Scri- | 
ptures , and it 1s a laborious buſineſs to 
underſtand them ;, therefore he commends | 
the Pſalms : that he might at once delight 
their minds, and make the labour eaſie 
to them. . Now your Children are ac- 
quainted with Satanical Songs and Dan- 
ces';, like to thoſe who keep Vittualling- | 
hpuſes, and Dancing-maſters; but = 
| of | 
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of them knows ſo much as one Pſalm. 
Hence all our yſchiefs : for likg to the 
Soil in which the Plant is ſet, will be the 
fruit. Teach thy Children therefore to 
chant the Pſalms ;, thoſe that are full of 
Philoſophy. For Example, thoſe ſtraight- 
way that teach temperance : or rather be- 
fore all, thoſe about avoiding ill compa- 
ny , with which the Book, begins. For 
upon this ſcore the Prophet enters upon his 
work, with this admonition : Bleſſed 5s 
the man that walketh not in the way of the 
ungodly.,, &C. and again, (26. 4.) 1 
bave not ſat with vain perſons * and 4- 


' gain (XV 4) im whoſe eyes avile per- 


ſon ts conternned , but he honoureth them 
that fear the Lord. Like to theſe thou 
wilt find many more, concerning bridling 
the appetite of meat and drink, and all 
the pleaſures of the belly ; concerning 
keeping the hands from theft ;, againſt 
covetouſneſs ;, and that riches are no- 
' thing , nor glory neither, nor all the reſt 
of like nature. If from a Chuld thou 
aceuſtom him to theſe Notions, by little 
and littlethou wilt advance him to- ſubto- 
mer. ons. For then he will'un- 
prod. ru ren which have nothong 
humane in them, but aro things more: Di- 


vine. 
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ume. For the heavenly Powers ſing} 
Hymns, not Pals, &c. _ f 

By which repeated Exhortations, 
it appears , theſe were not . haſty? 
thoughts, which on a ſudden ſprung 
up in him, when he was in the heat of 
his diſcourſe : but the deliberate, con- 
ſtant and ſetled fenſe of \his mind; 
which-was highly concerned to bring 
all the people, committed unto his 
charge, to a more familiar acquain- 
tance with the Holy Scriptures. 

This will ſtill more fully appear in 
the Second Propoſition which he main- 
tains : and that is ſuch, as may per- 
tectly put to ſhame the Doctrine of the 
preſent Roman Church. For it is this, 


Il. That s is more neceſſary for a 
Lay-man to read the Scriptures , than 
for a Monk, or thoſe that are ſequeſtired 
from the World, To this purpoſe he 
diſcourſes in his ſecond Sermon u, on 
St. Matthew : This is the plague that 
now infeſts us, and corrupts all; that 
you imagine the reading of the Scriptures 
belongs to Monks. only , and not to you 
that have wives and children, and world- 
ly buſineſs : whereas it 1s more neceſſary 


for*\ 
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* for you, than for them. For they that 
© live in the World, being moſt expoſed to 
$ the danger of being woundtd , have moſt 
I need of medicines ;, to preſerve them, 
that is, or to cure them. 
Thus likewiſe in the third Sermon 
upon Lazarw before mentioned ,* he 
diſcourſes to this effect : Let no may 
gell me, 1 am ingaged in pleading Canſes, 
he publick buſinel, lies upon me, I have 
Trade, I muſt live by my handy work; 
have a wife and family ;, in ſhort, I 
m4 man of the World , and it us not for 
e to read the Scriptures : but for thoſe 
who have bid an adieu to it. What doſt 
hou ſay , man, 1s it not thy buſineſs to 
rn over the Scriptures, becauſe thou art 
itrafted with worldly cares ? For that 
Fry reaſon it is more thy buſineſs,” than 
bers. For they have leſs need of the 
efence of the Scriptures, than we have : 
bo are tofſed in the midſt of the waves 
buſineſs. They are, as it were, in 
ve Haven ;, they are ſecure, and enjoy 
rfef tranquillity : it is we who flutty- 
e im the midſt w the Sea; who are ob= 
pxious, whether we will or no, to innut« 
erate ſins;, and therefore have perpe- 
al need o' the comfort and the aſſiſtance 
the Holy Scriptures. OC hat 
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_ What can more effeually repre- 
ſent the ſenſe of the ancient Doctors, 
than this ? unleſs it be what follows, 
out of the X>I. Homily. upon Geneſes ; 
upon thoſe words, Noab begat' three 
Sons. Let ms not bring forth thaſe frigid 
words, I am a worldly man , 1 have a 
wife, the care of children lies upon me : 
a the manner of many ts to excuſe thems 
ſelves, when-we bid them labour to be 
go0d, and apply their ſtudy to.read theYj ,, 
Holy Scriptures. That doth not belony 
to me, ſay they; have 1 renounced. the 
World ? am I a Monk, ? What doſt thou 
ſay, man ? Doth this belong to Monky 
only to ſtudy in all things to pleaſe God, 
who wonld have all men to be ſaved, an 
to come to the knowledge of the Truth ? 
. Let u6 not deceive onr ſelves ;, but t 
mbre we -are intangled in fuch kind of 
cares, let ws ſo much the more careful 
fearch for a remedy, in the reading f 
the Holy Scriptures. Was not Noal 
ani {uch-like. good men, of the ſame Na 
ere. of which we are? and yet had nd... 
the benefit of thoſe belps ya g aſſiſt an 
= we y oy. w can we then be ex 
cuſed ,, who enjoy ſuch a Doftrine, n 
have prainel ſuch Grace , who : 
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belps from aboue , and have received the 
promiſes of neffable good things ;, if we 
\B do not come to the meaſure pe AK Ver- 
1 cue, at which thoſe Patriarchs arrived ? 
"'Y 1 beſcech you therefore again, that you 
4 would not only ſumply look into thoſe things 
all which are contaimed in the Holy Scrt- 
"if prures ; but that you Would read then" 


"i with attention : that by the profit me re- 
bY ceive from them , we may at laſt, though 
bY we bave been a ono time about it , come 
Il to that degree, of Vertue which God will 
_ APPr.QVe, | 
my The Game he urges again. -in the 
I XXXV. Homily upon the ſame Book, 
from the Example of the Eunuch read- 
ing the Scriptures ia his Chariot : ' 
which he thus cancludes; 7 have laid 
this Hiſtory before yan, that we: may not 
be aſhamed to imitate this Eunuch ; nor 
Bi neplett reading, rionat 41 4 jourtiey. For 

If 4 IJ 

this \Barbarian alone may ſaffice for 4 
0 Mafter.to all; both to thoſe that lead 
> private Country-life , and to theſe wha , 
"ar lifted. ro [orwe \in the Army, and te 
"boſe that live in the Connt ;, and in ge- 
Iperal, to oll men, and:tow and 
# theſe chat yvgin Monaſteries Aſo,the 
time ſhould be Hoe unfit to the 
Fl 2 


read- 
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reading of the Holy Oracles. For it # 
poſſible , not only within doors , but th 
thoſe who Lo fo Market, Nagt are in Four: 
nies, that fall into a great weal of Com- 
pany, that are intangled in buſineſs, 
be conver ſan in them :* that doing What 
we Can, we may meet with one to guid: 
"1. And what if we do not underſtand 
what we read ? let #4 go it over again. 
For frequent meditation imprints thing! 
on the memory and oft-times mhat w 
could not underſtand to day, we may find 
out preſently when we read ut again t 
Hhorrow :' the moſt gracious God mmwviſib 
tluminating our underſtanding. - © 

Which leads me to the laſt Propoſj 
tion 4. which he maintains; in Anſwet 
' to all'ObjeCtions thatican! be made! ; 

apainſt this Doctrine? © . \VT% 08 


C1] TH 0 » 2 


0 _ _* Cm EY” TOY oO. OO SORES: 


reading, becayſe they are men of buſt 
ſo, they ought not to -ex6nſe themſelve 
becauſe they want Bibles \"\wr-beean 
Scripturts ave fo obſtmre, Thar v ey 
n10t WAderft andthe” vs 4s 09's 
*- Concerning © buſineſs -z\ "\you ch! 
—_ \already whic:be- was wort 
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And concerning want of Bibles ;. he 
tells them,, the rich caanot pretend 
this... :And/as for the poor, 1 wauld 
ak, them, faith he, this Queſtion, Whe- 
ther they bave not all the tools belonging, 
to their Trade. And ſince they can fur- 
niſh themſelves with ſuch — imple 
ments, why they ſhowlg not TN it moſs 
abſurd to be wholly unprovided of the Ho- 
by Scriptures : which are as nece ary for 
their Spiritual, as the other fox their bo- 
dily ſubſiſtence. CUE 
- But co the greateſt;ObjeCtionof all, 


Was 4 


Philoſopher 
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cluded he ſhould nor be defpifed, but re- 
cerve help from above , if, - doing all that 
lay im bus power, he continned reading the 
Holy Scriptures. And therefore the moſt 
Gracion Lord of all, ſeeing his ardent 
defire , did not overlook him , nor left 
him unprovided : but flraightway ſent 
him a Maſter to inform him. {A 

See here the Wiſdom of God , bow He 
expefted till be firft dil what 'be contd; 
and then He manifeſted his own power. 


was ſent to Philip, that 
reſt, &c. 22. 0JE! 


- *But this Argument 'he proſecute 
moſt largely, in his Third Serthon ap 
on-Lazarw. Where , firſt of all he 
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that it is impoſſible to be without under- 
ſtanding of all things whatſoever , that 
we read there. For the Grace of by Ho 
ly Spirit, on purpoſe ordered theſe Books 
4 Fu compoſed ly room » by Fiſhy 
men, by Tent-makers, by Shepberds, and 
ſuch like n-ean and nnlearned men, that 
wone of the common people might flee 80 
this Pretence ;, but the things that. ave 
therg written, might be intelligible to all. 
That the Handicrafts-men, and the Ser- 
vants, aud the poor old Womun, and the 

illiterate of all mankind , might be 
owe » and profly by the bearmg of 


And what they deſigned they gifs 
ed ; - For 10 whom are not all things in 
the Goſpel manifeſt and clear ? Who 5s 
there that reads theſe words ,, Bliſſid are 
the meek.,, bleſſed are the merciful, bleſſed 
are the pure in hrart ,, and the like, that 
needs any other Teacher t0' inſtrut bi, 
what it #s that is ſaid? And are nov all 
things that relath to ſigns and wonders, 
and the Hiſtory of Chriſt, clear and ea- 
fie to be underſtood of all ? Theſe obje- 
Hhions are but a cover and pretext under 
which men hide their ſloth and idleneS : 

Which further - +0 fcom the 


tem» 
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temper of thoſe men, that from the 
beginning were counted worthy of the 
Grace . of the Spirit; who compoſed 
All things, not as they without the Palt 
of the Church , for Oſftentation , and 
#heir own V ain- glories ſake, but for the 
Salvation of thoſe that heard them. 

.. The Heathen Philoſophers indeed, and 
:Orators," and other Writers, not ſeeking 
the common good of all, but aiming at 
the making themſelves admired , when 
they ſaid any profitable thing, made it 
difficult to be underſtood, and mwrapt it 
up in ſome obſcurity : But the Apoſtle: 
and Prophets did all quite contrary, mar 
king all plain and clear, as the common 
Teachers of the whole World ; that every 
one might be able, of himſelf, to learn, by 
the - bare reading only , ſuch neceſſar 
things as thoſe now mentioned. Which 
the Prophet foreſhewed when he ſaid, 
they ſhall all be taught of God. And 
: every wan ſhall not ſay to his Neighbow 
kyow the Lord, for they ſhall all know 
me from the leaſt tothe greateſt, And 
ſo St. Paul, 1 came not to you in the ex- 
cellency of Speech, or of Wiſdom, ſhowing 
you the Myſteries of God. And again, 
- wy Spcech and my Preaching was not 5 

i 
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the enticins words of . man's Wiſdom : 
bit ih the demonſtration of the Spirit 
and 'of Power". And again , we ſpeak, 
Wiſdom' among them that are perfett ; 
yet not the Wiſdom of this W, rid. nor of 
the Prences of this World., that come ta 
nought, &C., \ 
Andlaſtly, he proves this from the 
intention for which they wrote theſe 
Books : which was that all might find 
a remedy here of whatſoever troubled 
chem. _Thfts he admirably proſecutes 
in theſe words, becauſe thou art en- 
paged in Family-affairs and a world of 
buſineſs, therefore thou haſt the grea» 
ter need of more Medicines. For pot 
only thy Wife provokes thee, but thy Child 
makes thee ſad, and thy Servant angers 
thee, and thy Enemy deviſeth miſchief a- 
gainſt thee, andthy Friend enviesthee,and 
thy Neighbour, does thee damage, and 
thy Fellow-ſouldier ſupplants thee: Nay 
perhaps, He that ſits in judgmenthreat- 
tens thee, and Poverty makes thee ſors 
rowful, and. the Runzing away of thy 
Servants fetches tears from thy Eyes : un 
ſtiork, either ProFÞerity puffs thee up;, or 
Adverſity. pinches thee fore, and makes 
thee ſhrink, There. are many occaſions 
| —_—— "0 - of 
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of Anger, many of Thoughtfulnef, ma- 
ny of Sadneſs and Sorrow; and many alſo 
of V ain-glory and ſenſllef, Pride : Straits 
and Difficulties encompaſs won every 
fide, and #thonſand Darts from all fides 
rome flying' at ws. '' Ard therefore we 
bave perpetual needof that Panoply ( com- 
pleat Armour ) which is to be ſercht qut 
of the Scriptures. 

A great deal more there follows, 
which I ſhall not tranſcribe, to ſhew 
what a neceſſity there is of theſe Di- 
vine Remedies to heal the wounds we 
receive; or rather to keep off the 
blow that gives them, and to beat back 
the fiery Darts of the Devil, by a fre- 
quert reading of the Holy Scriptures ; 
and concludes thus, 8 ydy is, ux I51 Te 
ye. CoIHia, &c. For « cannot be, it 
impoſſible that any man ſhould be ſaved, 
that enjoyes not continually the Benefit of 
Spiritual Reading. 

But after he hath thus anſwered the 


ObjeCtion about the obſcurity of the | 


Scriptures, by denying it to be alto- 
ether true -, He proceeds further to 
ew, that granting: it to be true, 

they are not therefore to be laid alide, 

- and nvt co be xeadby us. © 
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Firſt, Becauſe by often reading, that 
which is obſcure may become plain. 
So he diſcourſes in the often named 
Sermon upon Lezarw. Doft thou nat 
under what is in theſe Books? Ne, 
how ſhouldſt thou underſtand when thou 
wilt not ſo much as look into them ? Take 
the Bible into thy hand read the whole 
Hiſtory , and retaining what is plain and 
intelligible, read what 15-0bſcure and utt= 
certain, over and over arain. 

. Secondly, Suppoſe thou canſt not with 
frequent reading find out the ſenſe : then 
20 to one that 1s wiſer than thy ſelf : come 
tothe Teacher and In(trufter, as a Schi- 
lar to lis Maſter : Communicate with him 
concerning the things that are ſpoken : 
Demonſtrate a great diligence and deſire 
tolearn: and if God ſee this forward- _ 
neſs and readineſs of mind in thee, "He 
will not overlook, thy marchfulnef, and 
ſollicitows care ;, but if no man can be - 
found to teach thee, He will: reveal his 
mind Himſelf to thee. 

This he explains by the example 
often already named, ſaying, - Remem- 
ber the Ennuch of the Queen of Ethio-. 
pia, who being 4 Barbarian andingaged . 
" 4 thouſand cares, _ | 
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with abundance of buſineſs, and did not 
underſtand what he read, yet -notwith- 
ſtanding cominucd reading as he ſate in 
bus Chariot.. If he ſhewed ſuch diligence 
upon the High-way, conſider what kind of 
man he.was at home. If he would not 
ſuffer the time of his travel to paſs away 
without reading, how much more dili- 
gent, may we well think,, he was when he 
ate in his Houſe ? If when he under- 
ſtood not what he read, he would not omit 
reading ;; how much more did he uſe it, 
after be had learnt ſomething ? For that 
he did not underſtand what he read , his 
anſwer to Philip ſhews, when be ask?d 
him, Underſtandeſt thou what thou read- 
eſt ? He did not bluſh, nor was aſhamed to 
confeſs bis Ignorance;, but ſaid, how can 
1,. unleſs I bad ſome body to guide me ? 
Becauſe therefore he thus imployed his 
time 1n reading, when he had none to 
guide him; therefore ſtraightway one 
was ſent to condutt and lead bim. God 
ſaw bu forwardneſs and accepted bis dilie 
gence, and preſently ſent him a Teacher. 
But Philip » net here [preſent with 
me; to inſtrutt me, when] read. True ; 
but the Spirit which meved Philip is pre- 
ſem. Lst us not, my beloved, deſpiſe 
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our own Salvation. All theſe things 
were written for our Inſtruttian ;, upon 
whom the ends of the world are come. 

The reading of the Seripure is a great 
ſecurity againſt Sin : and ignorance of 
them us 4 great precipice, a deep pit, or 
rather bottomleſs gulph : A mamfeſt be- 
traying of Salvation, to know Nothing 
out of the Divine Laws. Thu bath both 
brought forth Hereſies ;,, and led to cor 
ruption of Manners. This hath turned 
all things topſy-turvy. For it is impoſſi- 
ble, utterly —ſ_ » for any man to go 
away from reading the Holy Scriptures, 
without ſome fruit 5, if he read them with 
Care. 

I ſhould tire my Reader, if I ſhould 
ſt down all:that this Great aud Holy 
man hath ſaid upon this ſubject. Which 
he preſſes, you ſee, with ſuch vehe- 
mence ; as if he thought it. impoſſible 
for his people to be ſaved, unleſs they 
read the Holy Scriptures. So con- 
trary was the Doctrine then, to what 
is now current in the Roman Church: 
who teach , that people will rather 
indanger theirSalvation, by the read- 
them. | 

And- one thing 1 cannot paſs by 

With- 
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without a particular Remark, before 
I have done with this. That he gives 
that very reaſon (in the words juft 
now quoted) why the people ſhould 
read the Scriptures, which the Roma- 
. mſts give why they ſhould not read 


them, wiz. the danver of running into. 


Errours and Hereſies. Therefore, ſay 


they, the people ought not to read 


the Scriptures : no ſuch matter, ſaith 
he, but quite contrary, they will run 
into them, if they do not read them. 

From hence fpring up myriads of evils, 
even from Ignorance of the SR : 
. From hence pernicious Hereſies negligent 
Life, and corruption of Manners. For 
«« they who are defiitute of light, cannot 
makes ſtraight paths : ſo ſuch as do not 
take along with them the light of Gods 
Word, in many things neceſſarily offend 
and ſtumble, as walking in utter dark- 
weſs. 

They. are his words in his XXXI1I, 


Sermon upon St. Fohbn.. And in his - 


VIII. Sermon upon the Hebrews, he 
makes a ſad complaint about the 
growth of one particular Hereſie ; 
that of the Manichees : and tells his 


people, eg” * 
| e 
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the Scripture. For «if we attended. to 
them , me ſhould not only: preferve -our 
ſelves from the deceit, but deliver others 
alſo that are deceived, and draw them 
on of the danger. nr 
"But it is tune to make an. end, of 
this, and therefore I ſhall only add: 
theſe few memorable words ks his, 
out of his ſecond Sermon upon St. Mat- 
thew (that you may ſee hoy faithfully 
they follow the Fathers, who pretend 
to be wholly guided by them) . 1f ebere 
be 4 greater fa than that of nos reading 
the Scriptures , it #s.this ;, tobe. perſwa- 
ded that we need not read them, mere 
yay oclavinis wibrus Ta fiuaſe © for 
theſe are words of a Satenical ſuogeſti- 
on ; the Radicd invention of the De- 
viL 

I have been the langer upon this 
Head, becauſe ſome are more moved: 
by a great Authority , than by bare 
Reaſon. And | have alledged this 


 Father*s Authority alone, not for want 


of other (which. are ready at hand jin 
great abundance); but becauſe it is de- 
Jervedly yery weighty ; and as he is 
full and expreſs in his Judgment abour 
\this matter , ſo he intermaxes his _ 
Cour 


56 Search the Scriptures. Part L 


courſe upon it, with many excellent 
hint"... 77> . 

But if'we had'neither his Teſtimo- 
ny, nor any other to produce, there 
is one piece of Hiſtory remaining, 
which is ſufficient to ſatisfie any mar 
in this matter; ', Which is, tharit waz 
the very Mark: and 'CharaCter 'of 2a 
Chriſtian, to have a Bible ;. and of an 
Apoſtate,, to deliver his Bible to he 
burnt ; when the Inquiſitors came to 
fearch for it in times of Petſccution. 

As they did particularly in the 
Reign of Maxentias and-of Diocleſiay: 
when they ſought to deſtroy all Bibles, 
as the-Foundation of Chriftian Reli- 
gion 3 which they thought would fall, 
when thefe Books were gone. And 
that Lay-men generally had Bibles, as 
well as Prieſts, and were guilty of this 
foul Crime of delivering them up to 
the Perfecutors, appears by Opratus 
in his firſt Book againſt Parmenio. 

RT commemorem Laicos,&c.*What 
© need I ſtand to mention the Zay-peo- 
* ple, who then had no Dignities in the 
* Church, or many 24nifters (he means 
* inferiour Officers) or Deacons in the 
* third Order , or Prezbyters in the = 
| *c0 
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© cond Prieſtood , when the very Su- 
©preme, ſome Biſhops in thoſe times, 
© impiokſly delivered up the Inſtruments 
© of the Divine Law. 

He names ſeyeral, and among the 
reſt Donatus. And the ſame we find 
in St. Auſtin , Epiſt. XLVIII. and 
CLXKXI. and other places ; Where he 
relates * how ſome delivered up the 
$ Holy Books to the Perſecutors ; and 
© others who did not, communicated 
*with them that did : mixing with 
© the Church TRADITORUM plebem 
© congregatam , a whole Congregation 
* of people that were Treditors: * - 11 

Which ſhows, that Bibles were then 
as common as they are now : and that 
S. Chryſoſtom*s complaints were very 
juſt againſt thoſe, who were grown 
ſo cold and negligent in providing 
themſelves theſe Holy Books, as if 
they ſtill had been under Perſecution, 
and it were not ſafe to haye them, 
now that they lived under Chriſtian 
Emperours. 
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BUT now let us hear what com- 
mon Reaſon ſaith (as well as the Scri- 
- pture, and the beſt Interpreters of 
them, ſuch great Lights as he now na- 
med) and that teaches us, that ſince 
the Holy Scriptures were written for 
the uſe and benefit of all , all ſhould 
have liberty to read them. 

They were written for all , it is 
plain; for that/ which they teach is 
the duty of all; that which they pro- 
miſe is the portion of all. And if any 
one ſay, it doth not therefore follow 
they ſhould be read by all, becauſe 
the people may be taught by others, 
without looking into the Scriptures 
themſelves ; they render themſelves 
ſaſpetted that they intend not to teach 
the people ſincerely what is written ; 
but to eſtabliſh their own Authority, 
inſtead of that of the Divine Writings. 
For otherwiſe, why ſhould they not 
rather , when they pretend to teach 
others, bid them look into their Bi- 
bles, and there fatisfie themſelves, 
that they do not abuſe them : _— 

tnem 
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them-it is a fajthful Tranſlation of 
God's Book, which they have in their 
hands ; whofe meaning it is their by- 
finefs'to help them to underſtand ? 
That is , why do they not imitate 
God himfeff? Who commanding his 
Prophet to proclaim him to be the 
only God among the Babylon;ans, and 
that theGods which made not the Hea- 
yens and the Earth, ſhonld periſh from 
the Earth, and from nnder theſe Hea- 
yens, ordered him to do” it in their 
own Language, that they might read 
and underſtand it, X. Fer. 11. Where, 
when all the reft of the Book" is Ht- 
brew, | this Meſſage is delivered In the 
Chatdee Tongne. Which we may juſt- 


; ly Took npon, as a Preludinm to the 


publiſhing of the Name of God among 
the Gentiles in their own Language, 
in the days of Chriſt. When, as Theo- 
doret witneſſeth , the words of the A- 
poſtles and Prophets , were turned 
into the Language of the Romans, Egy- 
ptians, Perſians, Ihdians, Armemians, 
Scythian, and Sauromatans, and all 
the Languages that any other Nation 


"uſed: And therefore why ſhould not 


we now have them in 'E»21;jþ ? And 
having 
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having them, why ſhould not all read, 
that they may learn the way to be-hap- 
py here and eternally,; and that, they 
may be ſure they. are-not led into. a 
wrong way :. and abuſed. by pretended 
Authority from God , who, perhaps, 


faith the quite contrary to what is de- 


livered in his Name ? | 
This is the Peoples Right; and it 
it their. Duty: to uſe it ,-as that Great 
Man $. Chryſoftom ( whd& words let 
me ſet down once more)| te is 
Church, upon -2 Corinth,\V1I,. in. the 
concluſion of, his XIII. Sermon... For 
'bow can.we think, it vot to be gbſurd, that 
eving; to deal. in: money-matters ,. men 
wil not truſt to others ; but the Counters 
are brought out, and they caft up the 
Summ': but in the buſineſs of their Souls, 
are barely led, and drawn. aſide-by the 
"Opinions | Lauget men ? And this, 'even 
when they bave an exatt Scale (wherein 
to weigh all things). an exatt Rule, or 
Square ( whereby to meaſure them) 
the diftate of the Divine Laws. There« 
fore I beſeech and intreat you all , that 
not minding what ſuch or ſuch. a man 
ſaith. about theſe things ;, you would con- 
ſult the Holy Scriptures cancerning. them 
all, &c. : And 
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And if yot- confider what kind 'of 
Auditors Chriſt had, you may ſoon 
come to a concluſion in this matter; 
and learn from thence what his inten- 
tion 1s: © al 
Were they not the 'promiſcuous 
multitude ? 'People of all ſorts, and 
conditions? And will He take it ill to 
be read of thoſe, by whom He would 
. beheard? 
- -Some will ſay ,- there is danger in 
reading ; the words may be miſtaken, 
or peryerted : And may they not be 
ſo in hearing? Can any Preacher, in 
the' Roman Church, ſo frame his dif- 
courſe, that he can warrant not a word 
he ſaith ſhall be miſunderſtood, or miſ- 
ihterpreted”, *and turned to another 
friſt than he meant it > | 
0! Bythis reaſon the poot people ſhall 
be fanghr nothing at all; if we muſt 
do them -no good; becanſe ſome may 
poſſibly abvfe it, and turn'it to their 
RAYe2i(0503 310410 1591 ICT 7 2947; 
Cy Pore (ae 2 
6ard By th&people, ſpeaking to them 
i thewvulgar T "FR I ſee far eſs 
rexſan why 'men ſhould : who-can {4 
nothing but what may be wreſted zod n 
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Further yet, ; the wiſelt, and moſt 
learned may pervert ' and wreſt 'the 
Scriptures ; and therefore if this be a 
reaſon , why they ſhould not be read, 
they muſt be wholly laid aſide, and 
none permitted to read ther. 

The Scribes and Phariſees , I am 
ſure, did io ; 'far:mmorethan the moſt 
kmple people: And yet none will ſay, 
they ought not to have read the Scri- 
Ptures., it being the profeſſion of the 
Scribes. . vn} 

_ [None more , obſtinately reſted 
Chriſt, :then they who had theſe Holy 
Books perpetually in their hands ; m 
which He was promiſed - and fore- 
ſhadowed. They were his moſt bit- 
ter. Enemies , who were the allowed 
Expounders of-the, Law and the Pro- 
Pbets-: making uſe of all they read to 
oppoſe Him, ' And therefore either 
none,nometthe moſt learned, no more 
than the i » muſt read the Scri- 
ptures; for fear of doing themſelyes 
and-others-harm by them: or this is 
not. iz good Reaſon againſt the com- 
mon-peoples reading them ; nor -is it 
the reading them that doth hurt, by 

thereading them with a bad mind ao 

with naughty affections. ;- , The 
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The Learned may abuſe them, as 
well as the Unlearned, if they be ill 
diſpoſed : and the Unlearned may get 

by them, as well as the Learned, 
if they be well affected. 

There are ſome things clearer, than 
that any can doubt of them , or ſtand 
in need of an Interpreter ; the ſimpleſt 
may eaſily apprehend them, and be 
inſtructed by them, if they come with 
honeſt and good hearts to learn their 
Duty : and yet the wiſeſt will not ap- 
prehend them, or not receive them, 
though never fo plain, if their hearts 
be otherwiſe bent, and ill diſpoſed in 
their affeftions. They that have de- 
voted themſelves to this World, will 
be offended with them : even becauſe 
they are ſo plain, and directly cro 
their intentions and deſigns. 

For what were the things, that made 
our Saviour ſo troubleſom to the 
Scribes and Phariſces? His Life was 

rfeftly innocent ; his:Converſation 

ee and friendly with allſorts of peo- 
ple; his Heart was open to give them 
an eafic acceſs into his preſence and 
4iito his affetzons; his Power was'be- 
neficial ; his DeQtrine was _—_— 
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venly z bis Precepts juſt and ' good 
his Promiſes exceeding great and'pre- 
cious above all earthly Treaſure." The 
buſineſs therefote was, they were poſ- 
ſeſſed of a Kingdom ;; in which th 
were honoured as the moſt Learned, 
adoyed as Saints, inriched with-great 
Treaſures, eſteemed worthy of great- 
er :- this: they thought the happieſt 
condition , this ſtate of things they 
wiſht might always be continued : but 
feared our Saviour. would draw' the 
hearts of the people-from them , and 
that their Authority would be dimi- 
niſhed- by admitting this: .and there- 
fore they ſer themſelves againſt him, 
and could not endure the light of his 
Goſpel; which ſhowed them how. tic- 
tle: they muſt be cantent to: be: in this 
World, and only promifed to make 
4hem great men_in the Kingdom of 
Heaven ; whereof they made no ac- 
count. 
::/Anditis to be feared, -that for the 
.very; ſame 'reaſon ſome men in the 
, iChriſtian World zce againſt the xead- 
ing of the Holy Scriptures, for which 
were 2gainlt the receiving of Je- 
fus Chriſt Himfelf.. Their Do 
« \ing't they 
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they fear, will thereby be impaired : 
They ſha'l not be able to lead the peo- 

whicher they pleaſe, with anim- 
plicite Belief : their eyes will be ope- 
ned, and ſeeing how they have been 
abuſed, they will grow leſs credulous ; 
and not ſo eaſily entertain thoſe Do- 
Arines, which are very gainful to the 
Teachers, when they ſee they are al- 
together Mprofitable to them that re- 
celive them. 

I am ſure ſuch evil affetions will 
never let” men underſtand the Scri- 
ptures aright : but incline the wiſeſt 
and moſt diſcerning men (if ſo ill diſ- 
poſed) to bend them, ſooner than any 
meaner perſons, to their own crook- 
ed intereſts. 
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s | ThusT have finiſhed the firſt part of 
e this Work; when I haye made a few 
f ERefletions upon what hath been dif- 
- Ycourſed. 


1. And Firſt of all this demon- 
ſtrates how unreaſonable, unjuſt, and 
uncharitable (to ſay no worſe) the De- 
rees of the preſent Romar Church are: 
hich deny to Chriſtian people that 
liberty , which God and his-Church 
D have 
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bave always allowed them, This pro« 
hibition to read the Scriptures in the 
vulgar Tongue, is a manifeſt [nnova- 
tion. There is an evident Change in 
the Church of Rome it ſelf, ſince St, 
Hierom's days, who beſtowed ſeveral 
Epiſtles upon divers Women, to preſs 
them to read them, and to teach them 
to their little Children. Which made 
Eſpencew., a Romilh Biſhoſf#, honeſtly} 
ſay, that he could not but wonder, hoy £ 
rhot ſhould now be counted ſo peſtilent andy, 
capital,” which the Ancients frequemh 
commend as moſt wholeſom. 


055 tm=> mm» -, i, 


II. Secondly, This Diſcourſe ſhould 
ſerve for a,Caution to-us, not to it 
truſt our Souls with ſuch Guides ; all; 
err. thus palpably,and I doubt wilfu'ly 
in ſo plain a buſineſs as this. For hc 
eaſily will they miſtake, or miſleat 

their Followers, in other caſes ? eſpe 
cially where there may be ſome difh 
culty ,'or ſome ſeeming Authority fe 
IT < 


| Ul; Thirdly , And this ſhould i . 
cline every one of us, to adhere molihy, 
firmly and faithfully to this Churdif,, 
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Which ;is ſo ſincerely honeſt ,. that it 
fears not to be tryed by this Touch- 
ſtone, the Holy Scripture : ſo well com- 
flitnted, that Chriſtians cannot, in rea- 
fon , deſire more free. and plentiful 
means of their inſtruction, than they 
have , 1n all things neceſſary to their 
Salyation. 


ul | Laſtly, Which therefore let ustake 
Uh care we do not abuſe ; and thereby 
helpto conficm and harden the Church 
of Rome in their Errours. 

*We ought not, I have demonſtr+- 
ted, to lay aſide the Holy Scriptures 
- Houtd of our hands ( God forbid we 

Ehhould conſent to that) but they them- 
ſelves require us , to lay aſide all filthi- 
neſs, and ſuperflutty of naughtineſs, that 
coming thus with prepared minds) 
With meekneſs we may receive the ingraft- 
word, which is able to ſave our Souls, 
CLAL-.* 

'F-, That's the End for which we muſt 
ad theſe __ Bonne (as laying aſide 
. all naughty ions is the Method) 
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o know what we muſt do to be ſaved. 
\INot-to learn how to diſcourle, to diſ- 
Wpute, and argue , much lef5.tq.cavil ; 
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Hut how to live according to-the Wil 
of Godin our ſeyeral places'; which 
Is the way to everlaſting Salyation. 

And whatſoever belongs either toy 


godly life, or the neceſlary Artic 

of Chriftian Faith, is ſo plainly del 
vered thete, that when we meet wit 
any thing that is doubtful, or hardy 
be underſtood , we are told plain} 


enongh what to do in that caſe. The 
themſelyes direCt us, not to be wiſe 


our own Conceits, not to lean to bur 0 


underſtanding ;, but to go and: advil 


with thofe'whom God hath appointe 
to expoune them to us. Who 


either ſatisfie us/what is the meanin 


of ſach places ; or that it is not 
fuch moment, that we need to troul 
our ſelves abont It. 

For theſe Books are ſo far from g 
ving vs the leaſt inconragement tot 
bold and preſumptuous , to ſlight c 
Inſtrufters, and much leſs, todeſy 
our Governours , whether Civyll « 
Spiritual ; that there is Nothing the 
teach us more plainly, than to | 
humble and modeſt ; and that as 
oughttof2aer God,ſo likewiſe tot 
the King and his Miniſters , #nd to 

tk 


= 
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thoſe that watch over qur Souls ;, nay, to; 
"Y eftem them very bighty in love for their 
work /ake. Which will diſpoſe ps moſt 
* | cxxtainly (it we be-not. carcied away 
'F with pride, or any other vicious afte- 
Qion) to be ruled by them in dubious 
things : and, as it there follows in the 
Apoſtle, (1 Theſſ, V.. 13.) tobe at peage 
among our ſelves. 1 mult beſcech there- 
0s fore every Member of- this: Church, 
'F both for the honour of aur Religion, 
T and for the fafety of their own Souls, 
"I tq be as careful in this matter, as 1 
would have them to: be in readivg the 
Holy Scriptures. 1 1 15+ +, 
ms - Take your Guides alongiwith you'; 
do not think your ſelves fate, without 
their conduGt ; be not only willing, 
but deſirous to learn of them ; reve- 
rence their Inſtructions,; do not eafily 
diſſent from them ; be afraid to op» 
F pole them : eſpecially when yau have 
_ reafonnto think them to be ſerious, ſtu» 
dious, knowing, and conſcientious 
ten ; who take .care to inform them- 
"x {elves aright, that they may notumiſe 
4 joform you. + | | 
For ſuch men look upan themſelyes 
to be bound ( as hath been ſhown in 
— the 
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the Treatiſe of Tradition, 'pag.' 24.) 
to gnide themſelves in' their DireQi- 
on of others, by "what the Cathalich 
Fathers and ancient Biſhops have tau 
ont of the Doftrine of the Old and New 
Teſtament ;, and thereby preſerve their 
Flocks in the Truth of God?s holy 
Word. And having a great regard al- 
fo to the ſenſe of that Church where- 
in they live, which by their Subſcri- 
ptions they owne to bave Authority in 
Controverfies of Faith, they will no lefs 
preſerye them in Unity and in Peace. 
-. To conclude; it is impoſſible but 
every body muſt reap great fruit by 
the reading of the Scriptures, if they 
read them for no other end ; but that 
they may go away better from the 
reading of them, than they came to 
it : and that they may not accommo- 
date them to their own affeCtions ; 
but corre all their affetions, and 
deſires, and the whole courſe of their 
life, by this exact Rule of Righteoul- 
neſs. According to which, if we ſquare 
our-ſelyes, we ſhall-preſently learn; 
 #n difficult things to be wiſe unto' ſobriety, 
and in plain- things to be wiſe unto Sal- 
vation + that is, ſo-wiſe as to do what 
we 
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we certainly know to be our Duty; 
which is the only Wiſdom that the 
Scriptures magnifie. Which will be 
the ſureſt way, both to know more, and 
to know it better : that is, to feel the 
comfort of what we know, in a bleſ- 
Fd and aſſured hope of everlaſting 
| life z which God, who cannot lye, 
hath promiſed to us, in Chriſt Jeſus 
our Lord. 


The End of the Firſt Part, 
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PART ll. 


HE ſhewn- in the foregoing 
Diſcourſe ; that thoſe words of 
St Perer (2. HI. 16.) which are wont 
to be alledged agaiaſt the reading of 
Holy Scriptures, do plainly ſuppoſe 
that the-people did then read them : TI 
proceed now in the next place to ſhew 
that: the Apoſtle doth not deter men 
from reading them,: by repreſenting 
the difficulties-that are \in them, and 
the danger of wreſting them. For he 
doth not affirm that all things are hard 
to ' be- underſtood {and conſequenitly 
liable: to be wreſted ). bur only. that 
fore rbings are of -obatmature: ©! © + 
--4n treating of which, - r&ree' things 
offer themſelyes to'be conſidered. : - 


Jo. Fb; that-moſt' things 'in ths 
Holy Scriptaces are: fo far from -being 
hard to be. yaderftood, that they are 
er. Nags allsthings abGGlutely hes 
ellary for us, .ave very cofy, + 

£9oy 140 HIINTW 515 1H 5 f 
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Il.Secondly, T hat thoſe things which 
are not ſo eaſy, may be underſtood; 
—_— there þe ſome difficulty is 
it, That is , they will require 


ſome pains to underſtand them; 
which ſhould mot deter us from rea& 
'ing; but only make-ns/taborious to 
find out the ſenſe of what we read: 


* HL Thirdly, When we do thorough 
ly underſtand, and: heartily” beliey 

ahe things. that are-caſie, it will abate 
much of that difficulty; and make 6: 
ther things:more.caſie; | a 


I: 


' T begin with the fir/t-of- theſe! the 
Apoſtle. only. ſaith, ſome rkngs: art 
hard to be underſtood; mhich.Gppe 
ſes that- moſt are neti4 but rather ea- 
fie : as all thoſe things; eſpecially 
are, which are abſolutely neceſlary to 
bezkngwn,, iand{believed; and:doh 
forithe obtainingBalvationzqi72 vioH 
-1J'hatwohith mokerediing eafie tobd 
uaderſtood; is theiptaih: 2yd! 
cuous delivety; of:theus, .i0 tbe watts 2 
yherein they are written, or ſpoken. 
SIG 6G ol > (1 | : Now 


Part IT. - Search the Seriptures. 75 


Now nothing can be plainer, or clear- 
'er, than the words, wherein all the 
great Chriſtian Truths are revealed 
and delivered to us : which are fo far 
from being obſcure, that it is not ea- 
fier to ſee the light, than it is to ap- 
prehend and underſtand the true mean» 
ing of them. 

I will inſtance in ſome- particulars ; 
and have an Eye all the way upon St. 
Paul's Epiſtles(to whichS. Peter is com- 
monly thought to have reſpect) where. 
in, though ſome things be difficult, yet 
theſe are moſt clearly diſcovered. 

Firft, That there is but one God, the 

Father, of whom are all things, as he ex- 
preſly writes, 1 Cor. Y111 6. 
- Secondly, T hat He alone is to be wor- 
ſhipped (as our Bleſſed Saviour remem- 
bers vs out of doſes, 1/; Matt. 10.) was 
thegreat thing -preſled in his very en- 
trance into any placewherehe preach'd, 
I Theſl. 7. g, 10. AVTI. Afts 23, 24 - 

Thirdly,. As. our Lord teaches us, - 
that-we-are ingaged by our Baptiſm, 
to: worſhip one God, in three Per- 
foris; XX VIII. Matth. 19. So S. Paul 
affirms the ſame plainly enough, in- 
that -Solemn Prayer for. the. Cerinthw 

$310 © ANI 
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— 
ans, 2. X'Il. ult. The Grace of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt , and the Love of 
Ged , and the Communion of the Ho 
Ghoſ#, be with you all. Eſpecially if it 
be compared with thoſe places, where. 
1n he athirms our Saviour, to be over all, 
God bleſſed for ever , IX. Rom. 5. and 
the Spirit,vo ſearch even the deep things 
of God; that is, to know his Mind 
exactly : for ſo it follows (1 Cor. 11. 
1O, 11.) that as none can know the things 
of 4 man, ſave the ſpirit of man , which 
& irfthim : ſo the things of God knoweth 
' 110 man, but the Spirit of God. Which 
” plainly tells us, .if we mind it, that 
the Spirit of God is 5 God, as the ſpi- 
rit of man is i» man : that is, the Spi- 
Tit is God himſelf, and therefore fully 
acquainted with him in all things. 

There is fome little labour indeed, 
im making this- deduCtion-;, but it is 
very ealic, iEwe conſider all theſe pla- 
ces together. 

Fourtbly , And the Nature of God, 
RonNe can poſhbly be ignorant of, who 
doth but lock into the Holy Books. 
Where he wiil immediately ſee Him 
repreſented to be Almighty , moſt 
Wiſe, moſt. Gracious, Faithful to his 
_ Word, 
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Word, andthe living God, who-et-- 
dures for ever. Which are Truths 
written there, in ſuch great Letters, 
that every one who runs (as the Pro- 
uu ſpeaks) and goth bur caſt a tran- 

at eye upon them, may eaſily read 
them. 

Fifthl , Particularly, his infinite: 
love and kindneſs towards us the chil. 
dren of men , lies before-us ſo fairly, 
and ſhines ſo brightly in -our eyes ; 
that if we do not wilfully ſhat.them, 
we cannot but read it to our infinite 
ſatisfaftion. For ſo God" loved the 
world, ſaith our Lord Himſelf, that be 
gave bis only begotten” Son , that whoſo- 
ever believeth in him, not 
but have everlaſting life. + For God ſome 
not his Son into the wr het? ta condemn the 
world ; but that the world through him 
might be ſaved, HI. John 16, 17, And 
fo St. Paul writes, But God who & rich 
in mercy , for bis great love wherewirh 
_ even | rt et in 
Che one 

e/ws ( pod oy are 
ECT np tener, and made 
"0ſt together, in places , tw 
ny ae Thayin the whe hs _ 
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he might ſhew the exceeding riches of his 
. Grace, in bus kindnefi towards ua through 
Chriſt Feſws, II. Epheſ. 4, 5, 6; 7: 
Who can doubt-at all of the fayour 
of God.,. his-exceeding, great and rich 
fayour towards us ,. who doth- but caſt 
his eyes on ſuch words as theſe; and 
belieyes-the Truth of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt ? Which were written for this 
very. end, that in alt future Ages of 
the World, after the Apoſtles were 
gone., men might diſcern how abun+ 
dant the Grace of God is, in hiskind- 
neſs manifeſted towards us in our Bleſ- 
ſed Lord: And therefore we, in this 
Age of the World, as well as all that 
were beforeus, may conclude. without 
any ſcruple, that God i Love-(as St. 
Fohn ſpeaks) and that'he will be good 
to us, for Chriſt's ſake, though we 
have greatly offended his Majeſty. 
Sixthly, For that is the next thing z 
the kindneſs of God towards ſinful 
men, and his readineſs to pardon them 
and receive them into his fayour and 
loye again , .is.here alſo ſo perſpicu- 
oully xeyealed, that there need be no 
gueſtion made of it.. Jn: this-was ma- 
xifeſted the love of God towards ma,, bee 


cauſe - 
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Cauſe that God' fant his only begotten'Spn 
ivo the world, that we might live through 
him. Herein # love, not that we'loved 
God, but that he loved ws, and ſent his 
Son-to be the propitittion for our ſins, 
1 Jolin-IV='g, io. 6 0411.2, hes 
And' in: the ſame mannerweites St. 
Paul;' After dhe kindnef and" love,” or 
Pity , of God-our Saviour towards man 
appeared , not by works of rightcouſnef 
that we'have done , but according tous 
mercy bei ſaved ui\; by the waſhing of yes 
eneration, andthe renewing of the Ho- 
«Ghoſt: That being juſtified by* his 
Grace, 'we ſhultd be made heirs, accord- 
ng to-the hope of Eternal life, Il. Tit. 


6 5- þ UN! : 
; Nay, for this\very end;, he: faith, 
God ſhewed:metcy.to him, though a 
very" great Sinner,\a Blaſphemer of 
Chriſt, :a Perfecutor of his Diſciples, 
that men might be igcouraged to hope 
in God; if they would repent-and 
tarntoHin, 'as hedid;- 1-74. 1. +2, 
15;/26, &c*| Read the plate; and/you 

; that all thewic of min a- 
not: deviſe plainer and theater words, 
toexpreſs the exceeding \Grace'of God 
towards-all men :which«is _ 
10112. 1. 


I , 
> 
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fo. Þ. fully ,. as well as familiarly., that 

his wards need no Commentary to ex- 

polo them, and make them more ca- 
to be underſtood, 

Seventhly, With the ſame Evidence, 
the Goſpel ſpeaks of the way and. 
means, whereby this Forgiveneſs was - 
procured for 'us: and that” is by: the 
Death , and by. the Reſurretion of 
our Lord Jeſus.' Who was delivered, 
faith the Apoſtle, for er off evcer,,and . 
roſe again for owr juſtification, [V.Rom. 
uit. - In whom we. bave. redemption 
through his blood, the'for giveneſs of ſing, 
according, to: the riches. of bis Grace, 
L Epher 7- It # God that juſtifies, 
who 1s he that condemneth ? - It u C briſt 
that died, yea rather, that 15riſes again = 
who #-even at the. rs oy pr 
— maketh interce ſon far ; who ſhall 
{he's us from the love of Chriſt ? &C. 

UII. Rom. 34, 35, &C.. 

It would be endleſs to recite all that 
the Scripture - on this os 
In terms-8s and: clear as theſe 
$0 thay, Gionat: eafetblp donde, 


if webelieye theſe Backs; thut by 2one 
Fn of Hinj, Jr kb pſi 
bem that are 23'the 
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ary 
ſelf offered, direftly contradidt the ex- 
preſs words of this Book z 'which are 
as eaſie to-be underſtood , as any that 


the moſt ſtudied invention of men can 

indite. 
Eighthly, And © is the way and 
means, whereby theſe Bleſſings, thus 
purchaſed , are communicated to vs, 
viz. the Mediation and Interceſfion of 
Chriſt Jeſus, on ovr bebalf , whereby 
he Can ſave ws to the utmoſt, ſeting be 
ever liveth to make interceſſion for ns, 
VII. Heb. 25, Nor is there any other 
that can perform this Office for us, but 
he; for as there is one God, ſo one Me 
diator between God and man , the max 
Chriſt Feſw, as St. Paul teaches in ſo 
many words, 1 Tim. 11. 4. Wane 
Jo 
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by, we cannot but in reaſon think, he 
means there is no more than One Media- 
tor; as, it is certain, there is no more 
than one God : who communicates his 
Mind to us by this alone Mediator, as 
we muſt addreſs our felves to Him by 
no other. 

Which St. Paul declares more fully 
in 1 CP. /111. 5,6. Where he ſaith, 
though there be many that are called 
Gods ( at there are gods many, and lords 
many, yet. to w ( Chriſtians) there 
but one God the Father, of whom are. all 
things, and we in (or for, Or to) him; 
and one Lord Feſus Chriſt ,_ by whom art 
all things, and we by him. T hat is, As 
there 1s but one ſole Fountain of all 

ood, unto whom we are to direCt our 
rayers, and all we do (for the firſt 
Cauſe muſt be our laſt End) ſo He de- 
rives a} unto us by his Son Jeſus Chriſt 
_ alone; by whom therefore,and by Him 
alone, weare to goto God the Father, 
for what we- are deſirous to receive 
from Him. None elfe in Heaven or 
Earth, is capable of this Honour, but 
this great Lord alone (whom the Fa- 
ther loveth, and hath given all things 
twtoi bis hands ( II. Fohn 35.) as-any 
| one 
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one that reads this place ſeriouſly, may 
ealily diſcern. 

And therefoxe they who betake 
themſelves unto-any other Patron, to 
recommend them to' the Heavenly 
Grace, are concerned to hide this Book 
from the Peoples Eyes; and to dif- 
courage them from reading it, by tel- 


lingthem , it is obſcure and hard to 


be underſtood. For they who do read 
ic, ſee this truth ſo fully and expreſly 
aſſerted there, that, if their minds 
be not prejudiced, they cannot think 
itfafe to implore the aſliſtance of an 

other in the Heavenly Court ; whic 

apparently derogates. from. the' Ho- 
nour of our Lord, and is highly offen- 
five, _ many accounts, to Almigh- 
ty God. Who hath appointed Him 
to take care of our affairs, who loyes 
us better than any Saint or. Angel can 
do, becauſe he dyed for us; and there- 
fore is more inclined to have compaſli- 
on-upon us, becauſe he hath that. feel: 
ing of our infirmities, which no An- 
gel was ever touched withal , nor any 
Saint in ſuch-a degree as he was : Who 
can alſo do more for us, than all the 
Angels in Heaven put together ;-being 
the Lord of Glory. Ninth» 
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Nimbly, Which is another thin 
here clearly revealed ; the Power a 
Glory of the Lord Jelus, at the right 
Hand of God. We all with open fate 
(without any Veil drawn before our 
Eyes) behold as in 4 Glaſs the Glory of 
the Lord, as St. Paul ſpeaks, 2 Cor, 
ITI, ult. The Goſpel, that is, which 
he preached, and which we read, re- 
preſents his tranſcendent Majeſty fo e- 
vidently ; that our own Face doth not 
a more clearly to us in a Glaſs, 

Chriſt is ſet before us there, as 
advanced far above at Principabty and 
Power (to uſe his words in another 
place, 7. Epheſ. 21.) aud Might and 
| 11140 every name that is ds 

med, not only in this World, but alſo in 
that. which is to come. God having 
put all things nndar his Feet , and given 
bim to be Head over &l things to thi 
Church, | 4 

What may we not. 'expect from: ſo 
great a Prince.,. who hath all things at 
- his command; and that for the good 
of his Church x {if 'we faithfully ad- 
drefs our ſelves to God: by Him: 4+ 
lope ? error Clips 
1 Tenthly, I might ſay the like of - 
Ev re 
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reſt of the Articles of the Chriſtian 
Faith z which are here plainly taught. 
But I ſhall only add that, as the way 
and means whereby Chriſt procured 
and doth diſpenſe the Divine Grace 
to us, is evidently declared inthe Ho- 
ly Scriptures : [ſo is the means where- 
by we may hope to obtain the Benefit 
of his Sacrifice,” Satisfattion and In- 
terceſſion with God for'ns. Repent, 
and be converted, and your ſins ſhall be 
blotted out. (Il. Aﬀs 19.) are words 
plain enough to be underſtood. And fo 
are theſe, Come unto me all ye that are 
weary and heavy laden, and I will refreſh 
you. Take my Yoke upon you, and learn 
of me, for I am meek and lowly in heart : 
ana ye ' ſhall' find reſt unto your Sowls. 
XI. Matth. 28, 29. And theſe; Is 
Chriſt Feſus, neither Circumciſion avail- 
eth any thing, nor Uncircumciſion , but 
Faith working by Love; a new Crea- 
ture ;, or keeping the Commandments of 
God. For in all theſe terms, for 
the:greater clearneſs ſake, and that no 
man may. be miſtaken , is this matter 
declared by $* Par, 1 Cor. VII. 19, 
V. Gal. 6.' VI. Gal. 15. p 
- And therefore thatrbe Grure' of the 
wo Geſpet 
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Goſpel teaches us, that, denying Vngod- 
lineſs and Worldly Lufts, we ſhould live 
ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in this pre« 
ſent World ( 2 Tit. 1. 12.) is as clear 
as the Sun. 

Nor are the particular duties, which 
' belong to evexy ones place and ſtate, 
leſs clear and conſpicuous, than theſe 
general lines of our Duty, which the 
Apoſtle hath drawn in thoſe compres- 
henſive words. ,For when the ſame A- 
poltle, St. Paul, direfts his Speech (as 
' he doth commonly in the latter part 
of his Epiſtles) unto Maſters of Fami- 
lies and Servants, unto Hushands and 
Wives, Fathers and Children . his 
Rules are as plain and eaſie to be under- 
ſtood by us now, as they were to thoſe 
perſons who firſt received them. 

So plain and eaſie they are unto all 
Ages, ſo familiar, eſpecially to men 
of meaner rank, that 1 much doubt 
(faith a great Champion of our 
- Church, .in his Comments on the 
us 2: +. 1 Creed *) nhether the Pope 
AE himſelf, and the whole Con- 
Cap. 12. lave of Cardinals, would be 

able in this preſent Age, to 
ſpeak, ſo plainly untothe capacity,or [0 fa- 


b; miliarly 
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miliarly to the.experience of men of their 

uality unto whom the Apoſtle wrote. 
For, ſetting aſide the abſolute Truth and 
Infallibility of his DoGrines, the manner 
of delivering them is ſo famuliar, ſo low- 
ly, ſo heartily humble, ſo natural, and ſo 
well- befitting ſuch mens diſpoſution in 
their ſober thoughts, as. were 1mpoſſible 
for the Pope to attain unto, or imitate ;, 
unleſs he would lay aſide his Court-State, 
and for ſeven years addift himſelf un- 
to familiarity, with ſuch men in a Paſto- 
ral Charge. 

The ſame may be ſaid concerning 
his way of ſpeaking, when he ſets 
down any other Chriſtian Duties, 
whether private or publick. Noman 
could ever pretend any difficulty in 
this part of the Holy Writings, 
which treat of a Holy Life. All the 
difficu'ty is in mens wills; to be pe - 
{waded to conſent to be governed b 
theſe Laws, which they cannot chuſe 
but well enough underſtand. 

* And that they may be perſwaded, 
Chriſt hath left us exceeding great 
and. precious Promiſes, which con- 
tain the greateſt part of the Goſpel- 
Grace ; the very cad of which is to 


move 
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move us to live ſoberly, righteouſly, 
and godly. Having therefore theſe pro- 
meſes, ( dearly beloved) let us cleanſe 
our ſelves from all filrhinef of the fleſh 
and. ſpirit, perfetting holineſs in the fear 
of Ged,.:2 Cor. VUI. 1. 

What words-can be more perſpicu- 
ous than theſe? And with the ſame 
clearneſs thefe Books pronounce the 
indiſpenſable neceſſity of a holy life 
without which the riches of God's 
Gracecannot ſave us. Follow peace and 
holineſs , without which no man ſhall ſee 
the Lord, XII. Heb. 14. Know yenot, 


that the unrighteous ſhall not inberit the 
Kingdomof God ? Be not decevved, nei 
ther fornicators, nor +dolaters, nor adul- 
terers, &oc nor thieves, nor Covetoms, nor 
drimnkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, 


ſhall inherit the S_—_ of God, 1 Cor. 


VI. g, 10. Now the works of the fleſh 
«re manifeſt (mark that word) adul- 
tery, fornication, uncleamneſs, laſcruiouſ- 
neſs, Idolatry, witchcraft, batred, vari- 
ance, emulation, wrath, ſtrife, ſeditions, 
tes, envyings, murders, drunkenneſs, 

| ngs, and ſuch like; of which I bave 
told you before in times paſt , that they 

which oo wh things ſhall not inherit 
| King- 
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Kingdom of God. "But the fruit of the 
Spirit 45 love, joy, peace, long-ſuffering, 
gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, ___ 
temperance \, againſt ſuch there is no law. 
And they that are Chriſts have crucified 
the fleſh, with the affeftions and luſts. If 
we live in the Spirit ,, let us alſo walk in 
the Spirit, V. Gal. 19, 20, &c. 

What ſhall I ſay more ? All the 
Promiſes of God , which put us in 
hope; and all his Threatnings, which 
are defigned to put us in fear (upon 
which two Hinges, all Religion turns) 
are, you ſee already, declared fo ex- 
preſly and clearly, that there can be 
no diſpute about them. For ch # the 
promiſe , which he hath promiſed, even 

, I Joh. II. 25. and the 

wrath of God 1s revealed from Heaven 
again#t all ungodlineſs and unrighteouſ= 
neſs of men, who hold the truth in unrigh= 
teouſneſs,l.Rom. 18. For He will render 
to-every man according to his deeds; to 
them who by patient continuance in well 
loing ſeek, for honour, glory and immor- 
ality, eternal life : But to them that 
re contentions, and do not obey the truth, 
obey unrighteo»ſneſs , indignation 

nd wrath ; tribulation and anguiſh upon 
E every 
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every ſoul of man that doth evil, of the 
Jew firſt, and alſo of the Gentile. But 
glory, honour and peace to every man that 
worketh good, to the Jew firſt, and alſe 
ro the Gentile. For there ts no reſþett of 
perſons with God, Il. Rom. 6,7, &C. 
If theſe words be not intelligible, 
there can be no ſuch thing as plain 
ſpeaking in the World? And it is as 
plainly and intelligibly written, that”. 
God hath appointed a day wherein he wil 
jadge the world in righteouſneſs, (XVII 
Atts 31.) when he will make good all 
his Promiſes and Threatnings ; and 
that our Lord Chriſt is that great Per- 


fon by whom He will judge xt. All © 
our labour, all our Art, can neva t 
make a Propolition to be underſtood ti 
if all theſe things which 1 have men C 
tioned (which are the ſubſtance of Re Þt 
ligion) be not obvious and clear to allY tl 
who will take the pains to read th} al 
Holy Scriptures, and conſider them. || le 

And therefore they do a great nj 4 
ry to the Grace of God, and to thh ft 
Care and Love of our Lord Jeſu #4 
Chriſt, the Head of the Church ; whiff of 
endeayour to perſwade us, the Holy the 
Scriptures are ſo obſcure, that it iff of 


NC 
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not fit we people ſhould look into 
them, for fear of miſtaking, and run- 
ning themſelves into dangerous Er- 
rours and Hereſies.” They may do ſo, 
though they do not read the Scri- 
ptures, by following their own vain 
imaginations , and by dreaming upon 
that which they hear out of the Scri- 
ptures, or which ſtarts up in their own 
- fancy : but if they look into the Scri- 
ptures to know how to be ſayed, and 
have no other end, nor neglect hum- 


bly to implore the Divine guidance, 
nd} they cannot miſtake ; but may be eaſi- 
er ly and fully ſatisfied. For God hath 


told usall, that 7eſws is the Savionr; and 
that he is the Author of Eternal Salya- 
tion, to them that obey Him ;, and his 
Commandments, wherein we are to 0- 
bey Him, as they are not grievors, fo 
they are obvioxs, and may be met with- 
all every where, if we have a mind to 
learn them; and he hath ſet Paſtors 
and Teachers in his Church, for the per- 
Jl fefting of the Saints, for the work of the 


Tell Himtry , for the edifying of the body 
whil of Chriſt : till we all come in the unity of 
ol the faith, and of the knowledge of tht Son 
it 8 of God, unto 4 perfett man, &Cc, IV. E- 
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pheſ. 11, 12, 13- Sothat no man, ha- 
ying ſuch direftors, can miſs the way 
that leads to Eternal 'ife ; unleſs both 
he and they will wilfully fhut their 
eyes: and on purpoſe turn alide from 
the path, which the Holy Scripture 
ſhows unto them. And if the words 
of the Spirit of God (which are as 
. bright as a Lamp, to give light unto 
our feet) may be miſtaken or abuſed ; 
then.no man, no company of men ; no 
- Interpreter, no Council, can draw up 
any words but they may be perverted, 
by thoſe who have no mind to be di- 
rected by them ; but are concerned to 
put another ſenſe, than they intended, 
upon them. 

And indeed it is no ſlight Argument 
that the Holy Scriptures are caſie to 
be underſtood in all things neceſſary 
for our Inſtruftion , becauſe God 
would have all, even the meaneſt ca- 
pacity, to read them : as I have pro- 
ved inthe foregoing Part of this work, 
beyond any reaſonable contradiction. 
It would have been in vain to require 
men , to ſearch the Scriptures , as not 
only God, but his Church in ancient 
times, did, if they could not readi- 


ly 
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ly there meet with fatisfaCtion. 
The Dottors of the Church of Rome, 
I know, argue the quite contrary way 
therefore you ſhould not read them, 
becauſe they are obſcure. But which 
will you chuſe to believe? God, who 
bids you read them, from whence you 
may conclude they are not obſcure ; 
or men , who bid you not read them, 
becauſe they are obſcure? You may 
moſt ſafely conclude they are not ob- 
ſcure , becauſe God bids you read 
them ; for this is a right Concluſion 
from Divine Premiſſes : whereas the 
other Concluſion that you ſhould not 
read them, is drawn from a falſe Sup- 
\ poſition, direftly contradictory to 
what follows from the Comnjand of 
God to be converſant in them ; which 
is, that they are not ſo obſcure, but in 
things neceſſary we may eaſily under- 
ſtand them. Otherwiſe, our Bleſſe1 
Lord,the Wiſdom of the Father, would 
not have bidden men ſearch them: nor 
would his Apoſtles have ceaſed to im- 
ploy their pains, till they had made 
ſach things p'ainer, if they had not 
thought they had ſet them down ſo 
plainly in their Writings, that no man, 
E 3 who 
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/ who would read, could be ignorant 
of them. | 

That's another thing worthy obſer. 
vation ; That the very End for which 
the Goſpel was written by the Apo- 
{tles, reproves this Pretence of obſcu- 
rity. St. Fohn tells us, it was that 
we might believe, XX. Foh. ult. Theſe 
things are written, that ye might believe 
that Jeſus 1s the Chriſt, the Son of God, 
and that believing , ye might have life 
through his. Name. 

By whoſe Authority did St. Fohn 
write; or by whoſe aſliſtance did he 
perform this work? Was it not by 
our Saviour's, and by the guidance of 
the Holy Ghoſt ? 

And to what purpoſe was he inſpl- 
red, but to work Faith in thoſe mens 
Souls, who read his Writings? And 
what Faith was this? only the belief 
of ſome few things, which are clear 
enough , but not ſuſhicient to make us 
wiſe unto Salvation ? No ſuch matter, 
He wrote that we might have fo much 
Faith, as ſhou'!d give us Eternal life, 
through Chriſt Jeſus. 

Now who can believe, that he who 
wrote by that Spirit , which perfectly 

knew 


 & wm | 


A a © © 


— — — 
_—_— re cen —— ——_— 


Search the Scriptures. 95 


— 


art II. 


— 


knew the ſeveral Tempers and Capa- 
cities of every Age ; and with an in- 
tention to breed faving Faith in their 
Souls, ſhould yet write ſo obſcurely, 
that he could not be underſtood of 
them, for whoſe good and benefit he 
wrote ? 

Nothing but intereſt ; that is,” no- 
thing but that very wicked Temper, 
which blinded the Jews , and made 
them deny our Saviour and crucifie 
him, can induce a man to be of this 
opinion. 

It will be replyed, I know by ſome, 
that. however , here is a confeſſion, 
that ſome things are hard to be under- 
ſtood : and therefore it is beſt to keep 
the Scriptures from the people, be- 
cauſe they may do themſelves hurt by 
thoſe things. 

Unto which I have anſwered alrea- 
dy ; that if they ſeek for Nothing but 
$1lvation, and how to pleaſe God in 
order thereunto ; they will not do 
themſelves hurt by any thing they 
meet withal in the Holy Writings. 
But for further ſatisfaCtion , I ſhall 
proceed to give a brief account of the 

ſecond thing, I propounded to be con- 
' ſidered ; which 1s, E.4 Il. 
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THAT the Apoſtle doth not ſay 
ſome things carrot be underſtood ; but 
that they are hard to be underſtood. 
There is ſome labour required to the 
underſtanding them : which , if we 
will take ,, we may comprehend their 
meaning. 

It 'would be a long Work to exa- 
mine what things, in St. PauPs Epi- 
ſtles, the Apoſtle St. Peter may be 
thought to point at, as difficult to be 
underſtood. But the inquiry might be 
very much ſhortned, by one ſmall ob- 
ſervation; which may be ſufficient to 
inform us, That, if men take heed, 
the Scriptures are not fo difficult to 
be underſtood ; as Lazineſs, and care- 
leſs Reading, and Intereſt would make 
them. 

It is only this; to what the word 
WHICH relates, when the Apoſtle 
ſaith, In WHICH are ſome things, &c. 
Whether to St. Pal*s Epiſtles, or to 
thoſe things, which St, Peter is treat- 
ing of in this Chapter, as St. Paul doth 
in ſome of his Epiſtles? And it is ma- 

niteſt 
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nifeſt to thoſe, who will be at ſo much 
pains, as to ask any honeſt man that 
underſtands the Original Language, 
that it refers, not to all St. Paws Ept- 
ſtles, but to thoſe things of which St. 
Peter had been diſcourſing. For the 
words are not @ es, in which Epiſtles, 
but w 65s, in which things, Or among 
which things, ſome are hard to be un- 
derſtood. 

Now that which St. Peter had -been 
ſpeaking of, 1s the Coming of our Lord 
concerning which he faith St. Paulalſo 
had written : and therefore it is moſt 
reaſonable to determine that S. Perer 
here means, that in thoſe things, which 
St. Paul had written in his Epiſtles, 
about Chr;/t*s Coming, there.were ſome. 
things not ſo alice to be underſtood as 
the reſt, 

And what great matter is it, if we 
be ignorant of ſome things relating to 
his Coming ; ſince we know and are 
certain, by undoubted words of the 
Apoſtles, that He will come ; and 
come to-render unto all according ta 
their works ? 

Let us believe this, and then we 


fall find no.difficulty in the uſe which 
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; St. Peter makes of -it, in the eleventh 
verſe. What manner of perſons ought 
we to be in all holy converſation and god- 
lineſs ? 

It would be very ill for us, if Chriſt 
ſhould come now, and find us, inſtead 
of reforming our lives, by praCtiſing 
the plain Truths of the Goſpel, dif- 
puting againſt that Goſpel, and caſt. 
ing reflections upon it; as an obſcure 
Book, which is more apt to breed 
Hereſies, than to teach men the way 
to Heaven. And whenſoever He doth 
come, it will not be eafie for ſome 
. men to anſwer this Charge , which 
will be brought againſt them, of aſper- 
fing his Will and Teſtament on this 
faſhion ;, as if it were apt to make his 
Children fall out, and not rather % 
gree together in pious Love and Cha- 
Tity. 
But let thoſe whoare concern'd look 
to that; let us, who enjoy the liberty 
of reading his Holy Will, and are in- 
couraged fo to do, only endeayour 
as St. Paul ſpeaks, to have our conver 
ſation as becomes the Goſpel, And when 
we meet with any thing which we do 
not underſtand therein ; let our ne 

thought 
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thought be, that there is enough which 
we do underſtand : and that if we pra- 
ftiſe it, and will take pains, we may 
in time underſtand the reſt, as far as 
concerns us in our ſtate and condition 
of life. 

For it is caſie to ſhow, that if we 
extend the meaning of St. Peter fur- 
ther (as we are wont to do) and look 
into all thoſe parts of St. Pas Epi- 
ſtles, that are thought the hardeſt to 
be underſtood ; we may, with ſome 
diligence and obſervation , compre- 
hendthe meaning of them wellenough. 
And till we uſe that diligence, we 
ought not to accuſe the Scriptures of 
obſcurity, but our ſelves of negli- * 
gence. 

All, it is true, cannot uſe that dili- 
gence which is neceſlary to underſtand 
him in all points; becauſe their buſi- 
neſs will not permit it: but it is as 
true, that, as it is not neceſlary they 
ſhould underſtand him in all things ſo, 
if they could uſe that diligence which 
is requiſite, they might (for any thing 
that can be ſeen in St. Peter*s words) 
underſtand him thoroughout. For 
he only faith, there are difficult things 

1s 
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in St. Paul : but difficulties are ſhort 
of impoſlibilities ; and we ſee very 
great difficulties,” in other matters, 
overcome by mens induſtry and God's 
. bleſſing. And therefore they may be 
overcome here, by thoſe who make it 
their buſineſs, and have capacity to 
comprehend his meaning. 

And if they do not underſtand cyery 
particular expreſſion or paſſage; yet 
his ſcope and drift, in the whole dif. 
courſe, may with carcful attention and 
obſcryation, be clearly diſcerned. 

At leaſt, there is Nothing in St. Pe- 
ters words which contradict this; and 
therefore they are vainly alledged to 
prove the obſcurity and difficulty of 
the Scriptures : when they can extend 
but to ſome places of Scripture, 5. e. 
St. PauPs Epiltles ; and but to ſome 
things in them ; nay, but to ſome 
things, I have ſhown, in one particular 
Diſcourſe in them, about the Coming 
of Chriſt; which have no further ob- 
ſcurity in them neither, but what is 
only an exerciſe of ,our diligence, by 
which they may be underſtood. 

But juſt thus other places are wreſt- 
ed.to proye the obſcurity of the Scri 

Ptures. 
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ptures. I will inſtancein one or two: 
The Abridger of Controverſies fears 
not to alledge the VIII. As 30, 31. to 
this purpoſe. Where St. Philip asks 
the Eunuch, if he underſtood what he 
read, and he confeſſes hedid not ; but 
asks him again, How can I, except ſome 
man ſhould guide me ? From whence he 
concludes, they are not eaſfie to be un- 
derſtood. 

To which the Reply is ſo eafie, that 
he muſt have a film before his eyes, 
who doth not ſee that this place is an 
Argument againſt them that alledge 
it. Forit proves (as I ſhowed in the 
firſt Part) that men did then read the 
Scriptures, though they did not un- 
derſtand what they read. And it proves 
not that the Eunuch underſtood No- 
thing; but only that he did not un- 
derſtand that particular place which 
St. Philip found .-him reading. And 
that was a place in a Prophecy, which 
hath ſome obſcurity in it, till it be ac- 
compliſhed, though not afterward. 
And it was -but one thing he did not 
underſtand in that Prophecy : for he 
knew what the Prophet ſaid, but could 
not tell of whom. 1 pray. thee telk me, 


ſaith 
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faith he to the Evangeliſt , of whom 
Feaketh the Prophet, of himſelf , or of 
ſome other ? That was all the inquiry ? 
the difficulty lying in that one ſingle 
point, and in that alſo only for a time: 
for by the help of an Interpreter he 
ſoon underſtood the Prophecy was 
fulfilled, and in whom it was fulfilled, 
So that this very place hath now no 
difficulty at all in it unto us, when we 
read it; though it was at that time 
difticult to him, 

What a number of inſufficiencies 
are there in this allegation (as Biſhop 
Montague jultly complains) to prove 
the Scriptures are hard to be under- 
ſtood ? All that can be made of it is, 
that one place of Scripture was ob- 
ſcurez; in a particular caſe ; and in 
one point only of that caſe; and at 
that time; and (I may further add) 
to a ſtranger, who was nor of the Jew- 
iſh Nation ; and ſo was.not from the 
beginning acquainted with theirBooks: 
who notwithſtanding , with a little 
help, preſently foundit was no longer 
hard to be underſtood ; but very ealie, 
as It is now to us. | 

This is enough both to ſhow-how 

inſuffi«. 


Part IT. Search the Seriptures. [oz 


inſufficient the proofs are which are 
brought to oppole our Doctrine; and 
that the difficulties we at preſent find 
in ſome places, may be overcome ; 
and that one means to overcome them, 
is by the help of a wiſe Interpreter : 
who may (in many caſes at leaſt) pre- 
ſently ſatisfie us, and take away the 
obſcurity. 

There is another inſtance of ſach 
weak proofs , in the ſame Author : 
who alledges XXIV. Lake 25. to prove 
the difficulty of underſtanding the 
Scriptures, and therefore the danger 
of reading them ; becauſe the Diſci- 
ples of Chriſt themſelves, who had 
been taught by him, did not under- 
ſtand them, and therefore are re- 
proached by our Saviour in theſe ſharp 
terms, O fools and ſlow of heart to be- 
lieve all the Prophets have ſpoken, &C. 

Where it is mavifelt, they were on- 
ly ſome parts of Scripture which they 
did not underſtand; and thoſe were 
the Prophets , which had ſome obſcu- 
Tity, as I faid, till their accomplith» 
ment ; and Prophecies only concern- 
ing one thing , viz. his Death and. 
Paſſion which he was to undergo, = 
ore 
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fore he could aſcend to the Throne of 
his Glory : which were hard to them 
at that preſent, but are now eaſie by 
our Saviour?s- interpretation : and the 
queſtion is not, what the Scriptures 
were in thoſe days (when notwithſtan- 
ding they read them, or elſc they could 
not have been blamed for not under 
ſtanding them) but what they are 
now unto us, who have the Writings 
of the Apoſtles whom He illuminated 
And laſtly, his calling them Fools, for 
their ſlowneſs and dulneſs to believe; 
is an evident proof that even then, 
there was not ſo much a diſability in 
the two Diſciples, to underſtand what 
the Prophets {aid ; as a non-attention 
of mind, heedleſneſs, and want of 
conſideration,to things which were not 
of themſelves obſcure and difficult. 
However, our Lord had pity upon 
them all, and opened their underſtand- 
ing, that they might underſtand the Scri« 
ptares, V. 45. which the pooreſt Mem- 
bers of the Church do now , .in thoſe 
things wherein they were at that pres 
ſent ignorant ; being fully perſwaded, 
that it behoved Chriſt to fer, and to 


riſe fromthe dead the third day, which 
were. 
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were the things he then ſhowed them, 
were written of him. 

I conclude this with a brief ſtate of 
this Caſe. Some places of Holy Scri- 
pture are hard to be underſfood by 
ſome perſons, and by ſome capacities, 
and in ſome ages and times, and ſome 
matters., that are not of general con- 
cernment : but in that which concerns 
men of all ages, capacities and con- 
ditions, and to every man in his or- 
der and yocation , according to the 
meaſure of God's gifts beſtowed on 
him, we affirm, with the greateſt rea- 
ſon, that the Scripture is plain and 
ealie to be underſtood : provided men 
have a will to learn what they are to 
believe and do, though it be never ſo 
croſs to their inclinations ,. intereſts, 
affetions and paſſions. If theſe be 
ſuffered to intermeddle , the Goſpel 
tells us before-hand, in plain words, 
that men will not ſee, even when they 
ſee: according to thoſe words very 
often mentioned by our Lord and by 
his Apoſtles, Hearing ye ſhall bear, and 
ſball not underſtand, and ſeeing ye ſhall 
ſee, and ſhall not perceive, &c. bo rea- 
ſon, that is, of their pride and ſelf- 

concelt,. 
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conceit, worldly-mindedneſs and am- 
bition, and ſuch like things : which 
blinded the eyes of thoſe, that loved 
darkneſs rather than light , becauſe their 
deeds were evil. But this was their con- 
demnation (as our Saviour tells us in the 
ſame breath , III. John 19.) which it 
could not have been, unleſs the Mind 
and Will of God had been clearly dil- 
covered unto them. 


IIE, 


WHICH leadsme now to the third 
thing propoſed to Conſideration, in 
this Part of my Diſcourſe ; that when 
we have thoroughly digeſted, and do 
heartily believe the things, that are 
eaſte and plain, in the Holy Scripture, 
that will abate much-of the difficulty 
which is in other places ; and pre- 
pare our minds for acquaintance with 
them. Which 1 might wave here in 
this place, becauſe it will be ſuffici- 
ently cleared in the laſ# Part of this 
little Treatiſe ; concerning thoſe that 
wreſt the Scriptures to their own de- 
ſtruſtion. 

But ſince it is profitable to have 

things 
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all Truths : and the more familiar a- 
ny of them are to our minds, the bet- 
ter diſpoſed we are to come to the 
knowledge of all the reſt. But there 
are ſome of greater force than others, 
towiden the capacity of our minds, 
for the entertainment of Divine 
Truth, and to free them from all op- 
polite qualities and impediments, that. 
they may entertain it eaſily. And 
they are a deep ſenſe of, and an hearty 
affeftion unto, all thoſe plain Leſſons, 
which teach us our whole Chriſtian 
duty : which if we thoroughly learn, 
we are certainly the Friends of God ; 
and the more likely to be illuminated 
by him to underſtand the higheſt My- 
ſteries, as far as we are concerned in 
them, and our minds are able to reach 
them. For the ſecret of the Lord 1s 
with them that fear him : and bus Cove- 
nant is to make them know it, XX V. Pſal. 
' 


4+ 
And therefore it was no ill advice, 
which Cardinal Pool (if | miſtake not) 


zave for the reading of St. Paul's Epi- 
| ſtles, 
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ſtles, to begin always at the latter end 
of them, For were we well verſed 
therein; by a ſerious ſtudy , that is, 
and ſincere practice of thoſe Chriſtian 
duties, which he there commends un- 
to us, we ſhould ſee the way more 
clearly, to come to the ſenſe of the 
former part of them : which is com- 
monly harder to be underſtood than 
the latter. 

For our minds being truly humble 
and heavenly, and thereby ſedate and 
quiet, free from ambition, covetoub 
neſs, or any ſecu'ar deſire and deſign, 
they would be more ſerene and clear 
in themſelves; and alſo fitter to re- 
celve irradiations from above. Where- 
by we might certainly diſcern, thus 
much (which is the main thing we are 
concerned to know) what the gene- 
ral aim and ſcope of the Apoſtle is in 
the former part of his Epiſtles; though 
we did not underſtand the meaning 
and coherence. of every particular 
Verſe. 

In that, it muſt be confeſſed, there 
is ſometimes no ſmall difficulty ; be- 
cauſe, the Apoſtle writing againſt the 

Diſputers of that Age, we cannot, at 
this 
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this diſtance, certainly know every 
little conceit or ſubtilty of theirs, np- 
on which he briefly reflects and con- 
fates, as he paſſes along. And yet 
notwithſtanding , we may be abun- 
dantly ſatisfied in the main Points of 
Doctrine, which he either aſſerts or 
oppoſes : which is the only thing of 
uſe to us; and enough to reward the 
painful inquiries of the moſt Learned 
men among us. Who by all their ſtu. 
dies cannot , perhaps, attain to the 
knowledge of every particular paſ- 
fage ; nay, will not ſee thoſe things 
that are moſt conſpicuous to others, 
if they do not amend their lives by 
the clear light of the Scripture in 0- 
ther places. | 
For of this we may be certain , that 
it s the good pleaſure of God (as an 
excellent Man ſpeaks) and his unalter- 
able Decree, that the Holy Scriptures 
(at leaſt in their drift and deſign) ſhalt 
be plain andeaſie to ſuch,as faithfully pra- 
Giſe, their moſt plain and eaſie Precepts : 
but bard and difficult to be underſtood 
_ » of ſuch as wilfully tranſgreſs 
tnem. 
There is nothing more perſpicu- 
ouſly 
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ouſly fet-down in Holy Scripture,than 
this ; as would be caſte to ſhow (if it 
would not inlarge this Book too much) 
from ſuch words as thoſe of St. Perer, 
God reſiſteth the proud, but giveth rat 
to the humble. And. therefore ſhould 
we admit of any Authority equivalent 
to the Holy Scriptures, the queſtion 
would ſtill remain , Whether the [n- 
fallibility of that Authority could take 
away that blindneſs of heart , which 
by God's juſt Judgment, falls upon all 
thoſe, who detain the Truth of God in 
Unrighteouſnef, If for their diſobe- 
dience to evident and plain Truths, 
God puniſh them with ſuch ſpiritud 
darkneſs, that they diſcern not his 
Will revealed in his written Word; 
no other infaliible Authority can in- 
lighten them ; and make thoſe ſcales 
fall from their eyes , which hinder 
their fight in the means of their Salva- 
tion. They will everlaſtingly go on 
in darkneſs ; becauſe having Light 
preſented to them , they preferred 
darkneſs before it. Thoſe naughty 
affeftions, which have kept the Light 
of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, from 
ſhining into them , will cloſe their 

eyes 
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eyes ſo faſt, that no other Light will 
open them. But they mult either re- 
ceive and follow the plain directions 
of Holy Scripture, and recover their 
ſight by a ſincere practice of known 
Duties; or walk on ſtill in darkneſs, 
and remain in the ſhadow of death to 
the end of their days. 

Unto which plain diretion, if men 
would unfeignedly ſubmit ; if thereby 
they were not led to the underſtanding 
of harder Scriptures, they would how- 
ever have this benefit ; that they 
would be ſecured from miſunderſtand- 
ing them. My meaning 1s, that by un- 
derſtanding, believing, and keeping 
cloſe, to the practice as well as know- 
ledge, of theeaſie and evident Truths 
of the Goſpel, we ſhould be preſerved 
| from putting any dangerous interpre- 
tation upon thoſe places which are 
hard and difficult. Ignorant of them 
we might continue, or perhaps mi- 
take their meaning : but ſtill inno- 
cently ; ſo as not to do hurt to our 
ſelves or others by them. 

An illuſtrious Example of which we 
have in St. Auſtin's Book De Fide & 
Operibus, Where diſcourling (Chap. 

XF.) 
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XV.) upon that place of St. Pau, 
1 Cor, III. 12, 13. (which he takes to 
be one of thoſe, which St. Peter faith 
are hard to be underſtood in his Epi- 
ſtles) he tells'vs that ſome underſtood, 
the building gold, ſilver, precious ſtones 
upon this | arr Long to be meant of 
adding good works to Faith in Chriſt; 
and building Wood , hay, ſtubble upon 
it, to be meant of thole that held the 
{ame Faith, but did evil. From whence 
they fanſied , that by certain pains of 
Fire , ſuch evil men might be purged, 
to obtain Salyation , by virtue of the 
Foundation ; that is, by a right Faith 
only : becauſe the Apoſtle ſaith, v.1 5. 

they ſhould be ſaved, yet ſo as by fire. 
But if this be a true interpretation 
of this place , ſaith that Excellent Fa- 
ther, then all thoſe places of Scripture, 
which have no obſcurity , no ambi- 
vity in them, muſt be taken to be 
iſe. As for Example, that of St. 
Paul in the ſame Epiſtle, Though 1 
have all faith, ſo that I could remove 
mountains , and have no Charity, I am 
Nothing : and that of St. Fames, What 
doth it profit, brethren , if a man ſay he 
bath faith ,, but hath no works ? Can 
faith 
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faith ſave him ? And that place alſo 
will be falſe, Be not deceived , neither 
fornicators , nor they that ſerve Idols, 
mr Adulterers ;, &c. ſhall snherit the 
Kingdom of God.  And.that alſo, The 
Works of the fleſh are manifeſt , which 
are, adultery, fornication, uncleannefs, 
&c. of which I tell you again, as I have 
done formerly , that they who do ſuch 
things , ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of 
God. Theſe are all falſe, if that in- 
terpretation be true. St. Paul con- 
tradicts himſelf; and in this obſcure 
= claſhes with his plain words : 

r according to this Expoſition, if 
men only believe and be baptized, 
they ſhall be ſaved by fire, though 
they perſevere in ſuch wicked courles 
3 thoſe now mentioned, 

And then I do not fee to what pur- 
poſe our Lord ſaid , 1f thou wilt. enter 
into life, keep the Commandments ;, tel- 
ling him what belongs unto good man- 
ners. And how will that be true, 
which he tells us he will ſay to them 
on his left hand, Go ye curſed, &c. 
whom He ſends to Hell-fire, not be- 
uſe they did not believe on him, but 
fecauſe they did not do good works. 

.F Thus 
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Thus that Father goes on, heaping 
uP a great many other places, which|* 
evidently ſpeak to the ſame purpoſe + 
and then concludes : * If thereforf* 
* theſe things, and innumerable othen + 
© which may be found in the Holy Scri.f*; 
© ptures without any ambiguity , beſÞ*, 
*falſe; then that ſenſe may be trwſ*1 
© concerning the wood, bay and ftubblF*1 
© viz. that they ſhall be ſaved by fin8*, 
*who only holding Faith in Chriſt's 
© have negleted good Works. S: ac: 
© rem & vera & clara ſunt, &c, butifſ*fi 
* theſe things be both true, and all} | 
© clear ; then without doubt, anothaſſc 
*ſenſe of the Apoſtle*s words is to Will 
© ſought for. And they are to be putin 
© to the'number of thoſe, which S. Petſcr; 
© ſaith are hard to be underſtoodfſcial 
© which men ought not to pervert ſand 
© their own deſtruction, by endeavouſon 
© ing;from them (againit:the moſt enffChr 
< dent Teſtimonies of the Scripturſer 
© to make the moſt lewd people ſect 
* of obtaining Salvation, though 
© pertinacioully continue-in.their wi 
* kedneſs , not at: all changed by 
© mendment; or repentance, 
© As forthe true ſenſe of that Sc 
« ptu 
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6ture,though he ventures at it, yet he 
(Gith, inthe next Chapter, he had ra- 
(ther be informed by thoſe who are 
more learned and more underſtand. 
ting ; who can ſo expound it, as to let all 
| © thoſe things above mentioned remain true 
band unſhaken : in which the Scripture 
* moſt openly avows that Faith profits 
(Nothing, unleſs it be that, which the 
firgl* Apoſtle defines ; that is, Fazth which 
v worketh by love : but without Works 
 asF* cannot fave men , neither without 
i* fire, nor by fire. 
Still he ſticks to this Rule, as moſt 
alfcertain and unmoveable ; that what- 
dever ſenſe be given of an obſcure 
mcripture, it contradicts not thoſe 
a$&criptures,which are more plain: eſpe- 
ally thoſe which teachus to live well, 
nd ſhow the neceſlity of it ; which 
one that love the Truth , as it is in 
iciſt, will ever prejudice by any in- 
xrpertation of Scripture whatſoever. 
It is out of my way, to attempt the 
rue meaning of the place now mentio- 
ed : having na other buſineſs in hand 
preſent , but to ſhow that by adhe- 
ng, as this Haly man did, to the 
 Scagvident Truths in the Scripture, they 
Pty F 2 will 
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will never permit us to put any bad 
and pernicious ſenſe, upon thoſe that 
are leſs evident. Let us ſtick, as he 
did, to this Rule ; -and we ſhall either 
put an harmleſs ſenſe upon them, 
none at all. 

But then, we muſt, as I ſaid, þ 
heartily in love with theſe plait 
Truths, and frame our lives accord 
ing to them ; for elſe we ſhall not uſ 
due care, not to croſs them in ou 
Dottrine , if we croſs them in a 
Deeds : but rather be content that þ 
falſe gloſſes upon other places, where 
the fraud will be leſs diſcernable, t} 
Light of thoſe glorious Truths ſhoul 
be obſcured, and the power and fore 
of them enervated and broken. Fu 
what will not men ſay, and do, to 
fend themſelves in their ſins, even 
gainſt the cleareſt ConviCtions of God 
Holy Word ? which their bad aft 
Ctions teach them to oppoſe ; naj 
make it their intereſt to reſiſt. 

And here it may be fit to take th 
occaſion, to give a few directions, f 
the right underſtanding of the He 
Scriptures : which if we obſerve, | 
our reading them , we ſhall not onl 
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be preſerved from dangerous miſtakes, 
but reap great benefit by them. And 
[ ſhall the rather do it , becauſe it will 
be a good introduttion to the Third 
Part of this Diſcourſe. 


I. The firſt of them is a Rule, 
which is neceſlary in all Sciences, or 
parts of Knowledge ; viz. to learn ea- 
fie things firſts, We can have no ſound 
Underſtanding in the Scriptures , un- 
leſs we will follow their own Method; 
which is to learn firſt, to fear God, 
© «id keep his Commandments ;, for there- 
| in lies che beginning of Wiſdom, as he 
© often tells us. 

It isagainſt the very direCtion which 
# the Scripture gives us, to be ſo confi- 
dent as to venture preſently into all 
the depths, that are in it ; and to loſe 
our time in puzzling our minds-to un- . 
ty the knots of difficult places. For 
they are not to be ſalyed but by thoſe, 
who are well acquainted with what 
& the Scripture principally aims at; 
which it teaches us in plain and eaſe 
words : and therefore they mult befirſt 
& learnt, as our Guides to thoſe things 
g which are of higher contemplat'on. 

F g And 
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And he who is refolved upon this 
Method, will find plain Fruths enoy 
to buſie and imploy an honeſt and pj 
ous mind a long time : by which hez 
$0 Prepare and - fit himſelf for more 
difficult inquiries ; if it be needful for 
him to make them. Though the truth 
is, ordinary Capacities may ſafely pak 
by thoſe things that are hard and oh- 
ſcure ; and content themſelves with 
the knowledge of caſic and perſpia- 
ous DoQtrines , without any furthe: 
ſearch ; conſulting thereby beſt for 
their own gle and quiet, and for the 
Peace of the Church of God. 

And as for thoſe whoſe profeſſion it 
is, to deyote themſelyes to the ſtudy 
of all Holy Writ ; even they muſt be 
ſure, for their own ſafety and others 
to lay the Foundation well here, by 
thoroughly digeſting the Doctrine 
which are after Godlineſs, and deep 
ly tinfturing ( as I may fay) their 
minds therewith, before they meddk 
with other matters. For a ſenſe f 
true Goodneſs, will be as a Light to 
guide us in the interpreting tho 
things which ſeem dark , and nee 
ſomething to illuſtrate them. - l 
what 
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what can we imagine that ſhould be, 
but ſomething contained in the ſame. 
Book ; even the true Light of Life, 
the Light which chaſes away all mens 
evil deſires, and the deeds of darkneſs, 
which makes the Soul pure, and with- 
6ut prejudice z which diſpoſes it to 
know God, and to love him, and to 
love all men for his ſake ? This will 
inſtruct us how to interpret all the 
teſt and not ſuffer us to entertain 


ny ſenſe of them in our minds, which 
is repugnant to the Nature of God, 


and hinders the practice and increaſe 


of true Godlineſfs, or prejudices Cha- 
rity, and diſturbs Chriſtian Society : 


bur conform all our thoughts unto a 


happy agreement with thoſe great and 


obvious Truths. 

Whioh therefore let us obſerve and 
mark, as the very Life and Soul of Re- 
lgion ; nay , let us imprint them on 
our minds, as the moſt neceſſary to 
be known, and remembred, and car- 
ried conſtantly in mind, that we may 
never admit-any thing to their preju- 
dice. For unleſs we be thus diſpoſed, 
we ſhall not only trouble our ſelves to 
no purpoſe, but confound all things 

| F 4 and 
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and overturn the whole Frame of Re- 
ligion. We ſhall be juſt like that -_ 
whom *Melantthon ſpeaks of , whoſe 
work it was to carry fuel daily to the 
Kitchin-;z and coming to a great Pile 
of Wood ,, where little pieces lay up.. 
permoſt, and the greateſt below , he 
would needs begin at the bottom : for 
which he gave this wiſe reaſon , That 
it was good to do the hardeſt work 
firſt, and then he ſhould be better able 
to deal with that which was eaſie. 1 
need not make the application to 
thoſe who love to perplex themſelves. 
with ſome deep,, and I may ſay , dan- 
gerous Points (if not well underſtogd), 
before they are well ſtudied in- the 
common Dottrines of Godlineſs, - and: 
have learnt what it is to be a-Chri- 
ſtian. 

This is a prepoſterous courſe ; con- 
trary to the clear light and guidance of 
the Holy Books; which teach us in the 
firſt place, to make this inquiry, What 
ſhall we do to be ſaved? And we are. 
ſure none can be ſaved, but they who. 
are obedient.to the Lord Jeſus'; whoſe 
Faith therefore teaches us-to ſtudy his 
Precepts, before we meddle with other, 
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therefore ſhall only commend the fe. 
rious practice of one particular Duty: 
which is ſo frequently .mentioned in 
the Holy Scriptures, that from thence 
we ought to conclude, it is of exceed- 
ing great moment. It is, Humility; 
not to think of our ſelves more highly than 
we ouobt to think, nor to be wiſe in ou 
own conceits : but to think, ſoberly, and 
to be lowly in our own eyes. 

There is a number of Precepts of 
the ſame import with theſe : the mes 
ning of which he ought to ſtudy dili. 
gently, and then heartily obey, who 
would advance to a higher degree of 
knowledge :. for the meek, ( 5... the 
humble) will be guide in judgment : and 
the meck will he teach his way. 

If. a man begin at firſt to- think 
wrong of himſelf, he is not like to hit 
righe in other things : but the eaſier 
miſtake in them, when he hath faf. 
fered ſuch a cheat to be put upon him, 
as.to have a vain opinion of himſelf; 
whom he hath better opportunities to 
= 6 pen withal, than any thing 
elſe. : 

And on the contrary, be that thinks 
right , in the fiſt things he inquire 

. into; 
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into; hath great incouragement and 
paaw'y to proceed , with hope of 
od ſucceſs in all that follows. 
_ It is true, when a man knows him- 
ed. | (clf, he finds that he is a Creature apt 
to miſtake ; prone to judge amils:;; 
| forward to follow little fancies rather 
ow | than reaſon, or reaſon dipt in paſſion 
{| and intereſt, and to forſake that which 
is pure and unbiaſled. 
of But this is ſo far from being a diſ- 
ez. | couragement or hinderanceto him, in 
ili, # ſearching after God's Holy Truth, 
ho | that It is the very thing which Cil- 
of | poſes him for it, and will ſecure him 
he Init. For if he keep this humble ſenſes - 
ng} in his mind, how weak and frail a 
Creature he is, it will do him great 
ok# ſervice; by preſerving him from raſh- 
hit neſs, in embracing any thing without 
ſer —_ deliberation ; and much more 
rom haſtineſs, in venting any ſingu- 
mf lar copceit z and ſtill much more from 
pertinacity , in defending it, if it be 
yented ; and moſt of all, from Faftion 
and ſiding, and- uncharitable cour- 
ſes; and om that great danger: of 
miſtaking , and never reforming an 
erroneous Underſtanding, 


More | 
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More particularly, in this-buſineſ; 


of reading the-Scriptures, this humble 


ſenſe of his own weakneſs will, Firſt, 


make him read them with greater 


care, attention and diligence; remem- 
bring how prone he is to miſtake, even 
when he-is yery ſerious. 

And therefore , Secondly , it- will 
make-him diſtruſt -his own beſt :endea- 
your, without Divine aſſiſtance :which 
he will, pray- and wait-for, with an 
humility as great as the ſenſe of his 
unworthineſs to receive it. 

- And, Thirdly, it will diſpoſe hin 
to-liſten unto, and inquire after the 
ſenſe and - judgment of other men, 
(whom he hath reaſon to think abler 
than. himſelf) and to- be- willing tg 
learn of them. 


 Fourthly , And more particularly, | ' 


incline- him to follow the Guides of 
Souls : not with-a blind obedience ; 
but with a due attention-to their dire- 


tions, and a great deference to their 


Judgment, and. ( where any doubt is 
pubtlickly determined) a quiet ſub- 


miſſion to-their Authority. - 
And, Laſtly, (to name-no- more) 


content himſe)f with plain, and ſs 
all. 
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and neceſlary things : at leaſt , pre- 
ſerye him from being too forward, be- 
fore he be well prepared, to meddle 
with thoſe things which are not within 
eyery bodies reach. Y 
' Now when we conſider all theſe 
bleſſed effefts of Humility, we cannot, 
but ſay , it is a ſþecial means to attain 
the knowledge of Divine things, from 
God : who gives grace to the. humble. 
St. Auſtin was fo ſenſible 
of this , that he adviſes E£pif. LVI, 
Dioſcurus © not to think of 
*any other way to attain the know-+ 
ledge of the Truth , but that alone, 
*which God himſelf, who knows how 
(weak we are, and how apt to lip, 
© hath chalkt out for us. Eg eſt autem 
* prima humilitas, ſecunda bumilitas, ter 


' ©:14 bumilitas, &c. And that way , is 


©frſt Humility , ſecondly Humility , 
*rhirdly Humility ; and ſhouldſt thou 
© ask me never ſo often about the way, 
*t would give: thee no. other anſwer, 
© Not that there are no other Precepts 
© to be learnt, but unleſs Humility.in 
*all the good we do, do firft go before, 
© and ſecondlyaccompany , and thirdly 
. follow after ; pride and vain con- 

ceit, 
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© ceit, while we are pleaſing our ſelves 
© in our good deed, will wreſt all the 
© profit of it out of our hand, and 
+ make us loſe our labour. Yitia quip- 
© pe ceteragin peccatis,, ſuperbia vero e- 
Etiam in refte fattis timenda eft , &C. 
*For though we need fear no other 
Cyice, but when we do 111; yet this 
© may ſteal upon us even when we do 
Ewell : and great care mult be uſed, 
©leſt by the deſire of praiſe , we ſpoil 
©thoſe aftions which are really praiſe- 
©worthy. Therefore as the nobleſt 
© Orator, when he was askt, what he 
©thought was chiefly to be obſerved 
© in the Precepts of Eloquence, is (aid 
© to have anſwered, Pronunciation; and 
© being askt what next, ſtill anſwered, 
© Pronunciation ; and the third time be- 
© ing askt the ſ:me queſtion, again re- 
* plied nothing but Pronunciation : So 
* as oft as thou ſhouldſt ask me of the 
©Precepts of Chriſtian Religion , 1 
would not think fit to anſwer any 
* thing, but Humility. 

This . wholeſome Humility then, 
which that our Lord might teach us, 
he humbled himſelf, let us carefully 
learn: yea, let us be clathed with Hu- 
mility,. 
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mility ,, as. St. Peter ſpeaks : and al 
ways Carry in mind that of St. Pau, 
Knowledge puffeth up. There is dan- 
ger in reading and getting knowledge, 
unleſs Humility uſher it in , and at- 
tend upon it, and perpetually go a- 
long with it ; for it will not miniſter 
to the nouriſhing of goodneſs ; but 
to the feeding our ambition, and fo- 
menting contention, and inflaming of 
indiſcreet zeal, and thereby troubling 
the ſtate of God's Church, But Hu- 
mility is the Mother of meekneſs and 
peaceableneſs of Spirit ; which is both 
moſt capable of:wiſdom, and alfo moſt 
fit to communicate it unto others with 
advantage , and make it appear as 
lovely to them , as it is in its own 
nature. : 

We have the Authority of the Roy- 
al Prophet for it in the place before 
mentioned, XXV. P/al. g. and of his 
great Son Solomon, whoſe Maxim this 
was, With the lowly #s_ wiſdem, Xl, 
Prov. 2. and which is more than all, 
of our Bleſſed Lord and Saviour, who 
thanks his Heavenly Father (XI. 4daz. 
25.) Becauſe thou baſt hid theſe things 
from the wiſe and prudent, that is, - 
[4 
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the ſelf-conceited Phariſees, and re- 
vealed them unto babes, ſingle-hearted 
and humble perſons : even ſo, Father, 
for ſo it ſeemed good in thy ſight ; this 
is moſt agreeable and plealing to the 
Divine Wiſdom, to communicate it 
ſelf, not to thoſe who think them- 
ſelves wiſe, but to thoſe who are tru- 
ly deſirous and ſtudious fo to be, 

And fo I proceed to a third Rule, 
which is a general one too ,. and ariſes 
from the former. 


I. Which ſappoſing that doing 
God*s Will is the main thing at which 
a Chriſtian ought to aim, it is evi- 
dent from thence, that we- ought to 
propound no other: end to our - ſelves in 
reading the Holy Books; but that we ma 
thereby grow more holy, and be ma 
perfett in every good work, 

For this is certain ,- that if this be 
not always our end, we and theſe 
Holy Books do not defign the ſame 
thing ; and ſo we are never like to 
meet.- Their deſign, it is viſible, is 
to make ns wiſe unto Salvation, to _ 
fre 149 even as our Lord us pure, to help us 
tO perfett bolineſs in the fear of God. It 

We. 


4s «s a _ <a. an vs a 7A ww. 6a% Ps << 


Med LE MES: 


Part\ll. Search the Scriptures. 129 


we aim» not therefore at this ,, they 
have nothing to ſay to us. If we lay 
aide theſe, thoughts., and divert to 
ſomething elſe 1n the ſtudy of the 
Scriptures, 'we ſhall wander in vain 
and unprofitable Speculations :; and 
perhaps trouble the World , as well 
2s our ſelves , with unneceſſary Do- 
Arines : which. ingender ſtrife , and 
deſtroy Charity , and diſturb Peace, 
and tnrn- men quite away from. the 
praltice of Piety. 

If we would be truly knowing, and 
thoroughly wiſe, with the Scripture- 
Wiſdom, we muſt ever draw all we 
know, and meet with there, unto this 
end :- and not think we know it well, 
till we ſee how we may be made bet- 
ter thereby. 

I cannot expreſs this in fewer or 
more proper. words , than Eraſmus 
hath. done long ago, in- more places. 
of his Works than one ; particularly. 
in his Dedication of his Paraphraſe on: 
St. Matthew to the Emperour Charles. 
the V. ©Since the Evangeliſts wrote 
*the Goſpel to every body, I do not 
*ſee why every body ſhould not read' 
it. And I haye ſo handled Re 

ne. 
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* the moſt illiterate may underſtand it. 
© Now it will be read with the great- 
* eſt profit, if when any man takes it 
© hishand, it be with this mind, ut 
© feipſo reddatur melior,, &c. that he 
© may be rendred better than himſelf : 
* and do not accommodate the Gofpel 
*to his own affections, but corre his 
© own life, and all his deſires by the 
*Rule of the Goſpel. B% 

E conclude this with that Saying of 
Seneca ;, In the {ame plat of ground, 
the Ox feeks for graſs, the Homd 
ſeeks for a Hare, and the Stork for 2 
Snake: and juſt fo it is with thoſe 
chat read the ſame Scripture ; where» 
m one ſeeks himſelf, and another ſeeks 
the World ;” one ſtudies, that is, to 
pleaſe himſelf with the Hiſtory of an- 
cient Times, another to furniſh him- 
ſelf with the knowledge that belongs 
to his Profefſion ; but he alone reads 
it as he ought, who therein ſeeks for 
God; and defires to be filled with the 

nowledge of his Will , that he may walk, 
efore him in all well-pleaſing , being 
fruitful in every good work, ,, 1. Colofl. 
9, 10, | 


IV. And 
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IV. And whoſoever he is that de- 
figns this great End, and comes to 
learn to be good with an honeſt mind 
and heart, let him be careful to ob- 
ſerve one Rule more; which is, 7s 
fudy and well digeſt the firſt Elements of 
Chriſt's Religion. For as he will ne- 
yer read, nor write exactly, that doth 
not learn to ſpell truly ; and he muſt 
underftand fyllables before he under- 
ſtands words and ſentences :: fo he wit 
never find the faving Power of -the 
Goſpel thoroughly working on his 
Spirit, that keeps not the firſt Truths 
always in his-mind , and deeply root- 
ed in his Heart. _ 5 . 

The prime Principle of our Faith is, 
That Feſwms i the Son of God ;, that He 

ks from Heaven to us the uner- 
ring Will of our Creator. The Go- 
fpel will not have any efficacy upon 
vs, unleſs we carry this along in our 
thoughts, when we apply our ſelves 
to ſtudy it ; that this is the Voice of 
God, this is the Mind and Will of 
Him that made us; how ſhall we e- 
fcape, if we turn away from Him that 
ſpeaks from Heaven to us ? et 
is. 
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This if we carry in mind, while 
we read the Scriptures, they will 0. 
ver-awe us,and make us haye Grace to 
ſerve God acceptably with reverence and 
| goaly fear. We ſhall not dare to read 
them, as we do ſome humane Hiſtory, 
wherein we are not all concerned, but 
with attention, with ſeriouſneſs, and 
with diligence: tracing the Lord Jeſus, 
Pious Diſciples of his, in every ſtep; 
obſerving what he ſaid,” and what he 
did. ** And thus ſeeking, and ſearch- 
*ing, and hunting after Him every 
* where (as Eraſmu his words are in 
© his Preface to his Annotations on the 
*N.T.) we ſhall find in that moſt 
© ſimple and rude Scripture; the in- 
© effable Counſel of celeſtial Wiſdom : 
© we ſhall ſee in that fooliſhneſs of God 
© (if we may. ſo ſpeak) which at firſt 
_— appears, mean and contempti- 
© ble, that which far excels all humane 
© prudence, though never ſo ſublime 
*and admirable. 

And the next Principle is like.to- 
it ; viz. That the Lord Feſus will come 
to judge the World in righteouſneſs, ac- 
cording to his Gospel. This if we 
thought of;, that we ſhall be judged, 
an 
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and have Sentence = upon us by 
this Rule ; we could not but lay it to 
heart, and ſquare our life by it. There- 
fore let theſe firſt Principles of Faith 
be ſtrongly fixed in our mind, and al- 
ways be in our thoughts : and let us. 
think we have as much uſe of them, as 
he that reads hath of his Letters ; 
which are the firſt Elements of Lear- 
ning. 

Then for the Principles of PraCtice, 
this is the prime, the chief, the moſt 
fundamental in the whole Goſpel; 
He that wil! be my Diſciple , muſt deny 
himſelf, forſake all, and take up his Croſs 
and follow me. 

This our Saviour tells his Diſciples 
again and again, upon ſeveral occaſi- 
ons, X. Matth. 38. XVI. 24. IX. Luke 
23, XIV. 27, 33. Inthe laſt ofwhich 
places, he lets them know , that it is 
as fooliſh to think of being a Chriſtian 
without learning this Leſſon, as it is 
for a man to begin the building of a 
Tower, before he hath computed the 
Charge; or for a Prince to undertake 
a War, without conſidering both his 


.own force, and the ſtrength of his Op- 


poſer. The ſenſe of which two Para- 
bles 


oo 
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bles -our Lord ſumms up in theſe 
words ; So likewiſe, whoſoever he be of 
you, that forſaketh not all that be hath, 
he cannot be my Diſciple. 

In which few words, we have this 
account made to our hands (as a great 
Doctor of ours ſpeaks) that e*re we 
can hope to be built up in the Faith of 
Chriſt;, or ſafely ingage in the War 
againſt the Devil, the World and the 
Fleſh, we muſt make over our intereſt 
in all that is dear unto us here, and 
reſign it up to our Lord Chriſt : hold- 
ing nothing fo precious as his Love 
and his Salvation. 

That is the meaning of this Leſſon; 
We muſt not prize any thing ſo much, 
as the Mercy, Grace and Favour of 
God in Chriſt Jeſus. All the con- 
tentments of-this life , and life it ſelf, 
muſt not weigh ſo much with us, as 
God's good eſteem of us, his affeftion 
to us, the Honour, Glory and Im- 
mortality that Chriſt hath promiſed 
us. 

When we have once learnt this, 
and have it by heart, there will be no 
difficulty in learning all the reſt. The 
immediate reſult of it will be , an un- 
feigned 
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feigned aſlent to the truth and good- 
neſs of all that Chrift, the Prince of 
Life, hath revealed unto us; and an 
uniform obedience to his Holy Will 
in all things. For then there will. be 
Nothing left to oppoſe him, Nothing 
to gainſay him ; no intereſt, no head- 
ſtrong affetion and deſire to reſiſt the 
impulſions of Divine Truth : whoſe 
natural property is, to. incline and 
{nay the Soul to all kinds, and to evye- 
ry part of true goodneſs. 

It is our duty then to ruminate up- 
on theſe things over and over again, 
to repeat theſe Leſſons continually to - 
our ſelyes; till they become familiar 
to us, and have ſeated themſelves in 
our -hearts : not thinking we know 
them , till we feel them; nor imagi- 
ning we feel them to purpoſe, till we 
be transformed into them. - | 

That is an excellent Saying of the 
Hebrews, He that learns the Law, and 
doth not repeat it, us like to him that ſows 
his ſeed, and never reaps , nor binds it 
into ſheaves, that he may carry it home 
into bus Barn. And this ;, He that re- 
peats his Leſſon an hundred times, us not 
ſo wiſe as he that repeats it an bundred 
rrmes and one. Ler 
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Let us ever be telling our ſelves, 
that it is God who ſpeaks anto us by 
his Son; in-theſe Holy Books ; that 
this is the Rule of Life , whereby we 
muſt be judged.; that we mnſt ſtand 
or fall before God, according as we 
keep-theſe Sayings; that Nothing is 
comparable to being beloyed of God; 
Nothing fo deſirable as to have ow 
Faith found to honour ,, and praiſe , and 
. glory at the appearing of our Lord Feſm 
Chriſt. And then we ſhall deny our 
ſelves and our own deſires, commodi- 
ties and intereſts , that God's Will 
may be done by us : the whole World 
will ſeem inconſiderable in our eyes, 
and we ſhall eaſily forgo any thing that 
He will not allow us to keep : accord- 
ing to the fundamental Rule of our Re- 
ligion ; He that forſaketh not all that 
he hath, cannot be my Diſciple. And 
he that taketh not his Croſs, and follows 
eth after me, is not worthy of me. 

I conclude this Part of my DiCſ- 
courſe, with the words of bne of the 
Homilies of our Church : in the ſecond 
Part of the Exhortation to the read- 
ing and knowledge of the Holy Scri- 


ptures ; | 
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© As concerning the hardneſs of Scri- 
*pture, he that 1s ſo weak, that he is 
not able to, brook ſtrong meat, yet 
the may ſuck the ſweet and tender 
milk : and defer the reſt till he wax 
{ſtronger , and come to more know- 
ledge. For God receiveth the lear- 
© ned and unlearned, and caſteth away 
© none, but is indifterent unto all. And 
*the Scripture is full, as well of low 
tralleys, plain ways, and ealie for 
every man to uſe, and to walk in : 
*as alſo of high hills and mountains, 
* which few men can climb unto. And 
* whoſoever giveth his mind to Holy 
*Scriptures, with delight, ſtudy and 
* burning deſire, it cannot be ( ſaith 
*St. Chryſoſtom.) that he ſhould be lefe 
* without help. | 

© He that asketh ſhall have, and he 
{that ſeeketh ſhall find, and he that 
*knocketh ſhall have the door open. 
*[f we read once, twice, or thrice, 
and underſtand not, let us not ceaſe 
{fo, but ſtill continue reading , pray- 
*ing, asking of others; and fo by {till 
* knocking, at the laſt the door ſhall 
' beopened, as St. Auguſtine faith. 
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* Although many things in the Scri- 
* pture be ſpoken in obſcure Myſte. 
* ries; yet there is nothing ſpoken 
* under dark Myſteries in one place, 
© but the ſelf ſaTe thing in other pl. 
6 ces, is ſpoken more familiarly and 
* plainly, to the capacity both of lear. 
* ned and unlearned. 

© And thoſe things in the Scripture, 
© that be plain to underſtand, and ne- 
$ ceſſary for Sa'vation , every man 
© duty is to learn them, to print them 
v in memory, and effeQually to exer- 
Fcife them. And as for the dark My: 
© ſteries, to be contented to be igno- 
tant in them, untiP ſach time as it 
© ſhall pleaſe God toi open! them unto 
$ him : but not lay aſide the reading of 
\. *the whole , becauſe of the darkneh 
© of ſuch places. 

© And briefly to conclude { as St. 
6 Auguſtine ſaith) by the Scripture al 
s men may be amended, the weak he 
$ ſtrengthened, and the ſtrong be com. 
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+ forted. So that ſurely, none be Ent. 
© ies to the reading of God*s Word, 
* but ſuch as either be ſo ignorant , tha 
© they krow nor how whole ſom a thing it # 
b or elſe ſo ſick,, that they hate the mi 


* comfor- 
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$ comfortable Medicine that ſhould bead 
b rhem : or ſo ungodly, that they would 
© wiſh the people ſtill to continue 12 blinds» 
b reſs and ignorance of God, 


The End of the Second Part. 
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" AM arrived: now-- at the laſt: of 

thoſe Three things I propounded, 

to be treated of in the beginning of 
this Book. 

That all who read the Scriptures are 
not in danger to-wreſt them to their own 
burt ;, but only the unlearned and the un- 
falde. Such men will wreſt them 
from their true meaning ; but ſo they 
will other Diſcourſes, as well as the 
Scriptures ; and the moſt clear and 
perſpicuous things, are liable to be 
perverted by them ., as well as the 
difficult. 

In this we ſhall ſoon be ſatisfied, f 
we conſider briefly , whom the Apg- 
ſtle St. Peter means, by Unlearned, and 
Unftable : which will alſo clearly di- 
ret us,, what courſe we are to take, 
that we may not wrelt the Scriptures, 
as ſuch men do, 

Now there is no great difficulty to 
know, who theſe are, if we mind the 
proper uſe of words, and the place 
where they are uſed. Gs 1 


we  —- O4 A_w_ 


I VNLEARNED, 


AND for the firſt of thefe , the 
Unlearned ;, the Apoſtle cannot be 
thought to have reſpett ro ſuch as 
ignorant in thoſe parts ofKnowledgh 
whichare now commonly called Lear 
zing (for ſo the Apoſtles themſelves 
were generally ignorant and unearned, 
IV. Aﬀs 19.) but to thoſe, who are 
ignorant of ſuch things as the Holy 
Scriptures treat of, and ought to be 
jearnt by all Chriſtians. | 

This I think all will allow; and 
then they are more particularly meant, 
who are not skilled in the firſt Princh 
ples of Religion, Men that know 
not, or mind not thoſe common N4 
2aral Truths, upon which all Religion 
is built : nor are acquainted with 
_ thoſe plain unqueſtionable Priacipla 
of Chriſtianity, before menti i 
the Second Part of this Diſcouzſe. 

Theſc I take to be the wel; here 
ſpoken of ; who have not learnt 
much as the firſt Elements, or (as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks VI. Heb. 1.) the word 
. of the beginning of Chriſt : who want 

| ing 
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ing the foundation of true Knowledge, 
will be apt to wreſt every thing they 
read, from its proper meaning. 
he # Such there were, even in the School 
be Þ of Chriſt, as St. Paul himſelf teaches 
1 vs, who were ever learning, and never 
able to come to the knowledge of the truth, 
| 2 Tim. [1I. 7. They frequented, that 
a | is, the Chriſtian Aſlemblies , where 
4, | they received good Inſtrutions : but 
re | their naughty affections wonld not ſuf- 
lf | fer the known Doctrines of Chriſtia- 
Ne  hity to find entertainment in theic 
tninds. 
d | - Which DoQrines are ſuch as theſe z 
t, 
W 
& 


That there 1s one God, who is per- 
fetly juſt, and perfectly d, and 
knows the very thoughcs of the heart, 
and changes not, And that He hath 

nf fent Jeſus Chriſt, his only begotten 

hf Son, the Eternal Word , who was be- 
5f foreall Worlds, to take our Nature 

0 F upon him, to dye for our ſins, to riſe 

again, that he may be the Judge of 

all. And that He hath ſeat the Holy 

Ghoſt from the Father, to teach us 

thoſe Rules of Faith and Holy life, 

whereby we ſhall be judged at the laſt 

Day : when he will raiſe up our dead 

G 4 bodies; 
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bodies; and give to thoſe who have 
done good, everlaſting Life ; but ſend 
thoſe who have done evil, into ever. 
laſting Fire. 

Theſe and ſuch like, which depend 
on theſe, and are coherent with them, 
are the Chriſtian Learming : which 
they that did not know, and belieye, 
and accordingly practiſe (as I ſhewed 
in the foregoing Diſcourſe ) mult 
needs be very great ſtrangers to the 
Holy Books ; and be ſo far from reap. 
ing any profit by them , that they 
would rather corrupt and abuſe them 
to the ſupport of their own uncertain, 
yain, or abſurd imaginations. 

Nor were they ſecure from this date 
ger when they had learnt them ; un- 
leſs they were likewiſe fo fixed in their 
minds , that they were conſtantly 
guided by them, For the Apoſtle here 
teaches us, that not only the Unlcarn- 
ed , but the Vnſtable alſo, wrelt the 
Scriptures to their own deſtruction. 


Part LI. Search the Scriptures. 1 45 


” HL. UNSTABLE. 


- WHO thoſe are is now eaſier-to 
determine, if what hath been ſaid of 
the other, be admitted. They are 
ſuch as do not ſtedfaſtly believe what 
they have learnt ; who having enter. 
tained the Truth, do not ſtick to-thoſe 
Principles of Natural Light and plain 
Revelation, nor are ſetled in them 
but ſometimes believe them, and fome- 
times queſtion, or disbelieve them. 
Such perſons the ſame St. Paul alſo 
deſcribes -in the Chriſtian Church ; 
who were toſſed up and dawn with ever 
wind of Dottrine , and could fix. no 
where ; but rolled jn- uncertainty, 
from one Opinion to another, till they 
loft themſelves in Infidelity, IV. Eph. 
14. -The Principles they had received 
were floating in their mind, and never 
came to any certain conſtant reſoluti- 
on : which madethem apr, on ali oc- 
calions,-to pervert the Scriptures, ac- 
&tding as their owt Fancy., or. the: 
confident ſuggeſtion of fome bold Se 


. dacer; inclined them. For ſome men 


dcliver the vaineſt Conceit, with fuch 
ep G 5 al 
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an aſſurance, and earneſt Zeal, that 
they may be well compared to a vho. 
lent blaſt ; which carries thoſe along 
with it , who are not fetled and con- 
firmed in their Belief. 

I may make many more words about 
this, but I ſhall ſcarce make it plainer; 
and therefore | will not endeavour it, 
But now defire you to Mind what 
courfe theſe words, thus explained, 
direft us to take ; that we may be 
preſerved from abuling the liberty we 


have of conſulting , on all occaſions, 


with the Oracles of God. 

. There is ſome Learning, you ſee, 
required to the underſtanding of the 
Holy Scriptures. But you need not 
go far to ſeek it : for it cenliſts only 
in the knowledge of fuch Natural 
Truths, as are ingraven upon our own 
minds; and of thoſe plain Doftrines 
of Chriſtianity , which are revealed 
in God's Word fo clearly , that there 
is no Controverhe about them : eſpe- 
cially of the great Defign of Chriſtian 
nity , which St, Joh» txprefies -i9 this 
ſhort Sentence, Theſe tkrngs wriee Pans 
to you, that ye ſin not. This is very fo+ 
lid and decp Learning, to know _ 
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the firſt and chief End of Divine Wri- 
tings, is to teach us to live well : and 
the next follows in the next words of 
St. Fobn (1. Il. 1.) If any man fin, we 
have an Advocate with the Father , Te- 
ſu Chrift the righteow, &c. Be not 
diſcouraged , if contrary to the great 
Deſign of Chriſtianity , you fall into 
ſin ; but hope for Mercy through the 
Propitiation- made by Chriſt Jeſus, 
who willintercede forthe ſins of thoſe, 
who heartily make this their main de+ 
ſign and buſineſs, not to (in. 

Which Truths, of both ſorts, - we 
mult take ſome pains to fix in our 
minds, and root in our hearts; that 
our belief of then may not be ſhaken 
by any other perſwaſion whatſoever : 
much leſs by any ſudden conceit which 
ſtarts up in our minds, or is ſuggeſt. 
ed to us by others, 

And the way to do that, is to live 
by them : for nothing ſettles know+ 
ledge {o much, as faithful practice ac- 
lee toit ; eſpecially when we are 
ſetled in this praftice. For. thoſe St. 
Peter calls unſtable Souls (in the Cha- 
pter before this, v. 14.) apt to be 


beguiled and inſnared ; who had not 


arſis. 


— 
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arrived at a fetled reſolution and an 
habitual courſe of well-doing. 

Now when this is done, which muſt 
be our firſt Work, there is but one 
Rule which I ſhall propoſe (becauſe, 
if well followed, it comprehends all 
in it) to make our reading the Holy 
__ ſafe and ſecure. Which iz 
TIS, 

Never to admit any Interpretation of 
Scripture from others, or faſten any ſenſe 
upon them our ſelves , which contraditts 
thoſe kuonn Truths which we have learn- 
ed, and in which we are fixed , as the 
undoubted Mind and Will of God. They 
muſt be the meaſure of all the reſt:. 
by them we mult judge of all things, 
whether they be true or falſe. What- 
ſoever overthrows them, and will-not 
conſiſt with them , muſt be rejected : 
It mvſt not make us doubt of them; 
but they muſt make us conclude, ir is 
a. ſafe Interpretation. And on the 
other ſide , whatſoever agrees with 
them, though it ſhould happen not to 
be the proper meaning of a place of 
Scripture into which we inquire, it 
can do no harm. if it be entertain- 


cd. A | 
: / And 
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- And here now I ſhall do theſe three 


things. \ 
th © Firſt, Show how we are to uſe this 
e | Rule. | 
e | Secondly, How neceſlary it is to 
1 4. keep to it, 


y Thirdly, How readily thereby we 
s | may ſalve many ſeeming difficulties in 
the Holy Scripture : at leaſt paſs by 
of | them ſafely, if we obſerve it. | 


ts F; 


Ve Concerning: the ficſt, I ſhall ouly 
y | fay theſe ewo things. 


$, I. Firſf, That we muſt never adm 
t- | any Interpretation on a ſudden : till we 
ot | have Examined, how it agrees with 
|. | the Principles of known and undoubt- 
ed Truth. 

is Fancy will be ſaggeſting things to 
ne # us; and - if we be not attentive, will 
th ſometimes inſinuate very abſard No- 
to tions into our Belief, Here therefore 
of | our care and labour is required, to 
it | bringalong with us, to the reading of 
Holy Scripture , ſuch a ſenſe of God, 
and of ous known Duty to'him , and 
6323-1 of 
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of the ead and intention of Religion, 
that it may be ready at hand, to cor. 
rect our extempore conceits and appre- 
henſions, which will be forward to 
miſlead us. And if they repreſent 
= thing to us, which makes Him un- 
juſt, or unmerciful ;, if. they plainly 
lead uz to negligence and careleſueſs 
in our Duty ; if they ſtrike at the end 
of the Commandment, which is, Charity, 
out of a pure heart , and a good conſci- 
ence, and faith unfeigneg ;, we muit as 
fuddenly lay them aſide, as they ob- 
trude themſelves upon us, For that 
cannot be the Mind of God, which 
croſſes the Natural Notions we. all 
have of Him ; or thwarts the plain 
Revelations He hath made of his ble{- 
fed Nature and Will ; or tends to 
make us lefs diligent in his fervice, 
leſs zealous of good works ;, unto 
which we are created and formed in 


Chriſt Feſws , that we ſhould walk in | 


them, II. Ephe/. 10 | 
And we are all concerned to watch 
caref' lly, 1-it 4ay thing of this kind 
infruuste jt {1}, 2 the high diſhonour 
of Aitighty <«, and the infinite ha- 
zard of our 1:44305tal Souls. And to 
watch 
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watch not only when we are reading 
the Holy Scriptures, but 


II. Secondly, At all other times we 
muſt uſe due care, leſt our thoughts 
tead us to form any Opinions, which 
are contrary to the known Principles. 
of Humanity, and Chriſtianity. 

The thoughts of men are reſtleſs; 
and are apt to calt themſelves into a 
thouſand ſhapes, and frame innume- 
rable conceits. Now if .we let any 
ſettle in our minds, . which. agree nox 
with the Truths, I have often named; 
they will not fail to be intermedlin 
when we read the Scriptures , 
draw it to ſpeak in their favour, con» 
trary to its meaning. Fhere is no 
private Opinion which we have re- 
ceived , but we are naturally. defrous 
to have it juſtified and confirmed : and 


therefore we had need take care to 


entertain none that are inconſiſtent 
with Piety ; for they will be ſure to 
catch at every word of Holy Scri- 
pture to give.them countenance by its. 
great Authority ; and preſs it, agaiaſt 
its will, to come to their ſervice. At 
every turn they will be — 
| ele 


152 Search the Scriptares. PartIff 


their inclinations; and prove a biafs 
upon our minds, to carry them: aſide 
from the mark. | 

-- And thefuller we are of theſe, and 
the more deſirous to- have them con- 
firmed ; the more haſttly-ſhall we per- 
Fwade our felyes; that the Holy Scri- 
pture ſpeaks in their favour : and 
proffers it ſelf as a Witneſs, to give 
_ Teftimony to the truth of our Cor- 
ceits. _ 

Let -vs provide therefore by a doe 
vigilance and attentiveconſideration 
that 'they- be not formed by our own 
private imaginations; but by the com- 
mon ſtanding Rule of natural Honeſty, 
Juſtice and Goodnefs; and by all 0- 
ther certain Principles ingrafted in us; 
or- reyealed to us: Which ſerye' as 
an Index: to point us which way our 
thoughts ſhou:d run ; and-where they 
ſhould fix themſelves. * 


7 IT: 
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THE neceſſity of which Care/is 
the ſecond thing ,- I-propounded tobe 
briefly-conſidered; 192 23 (1419 ot 
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And here ewo things more may. be 
ſufficient ro be duly weighed. 

Firſt, That without this'Care, the 
plaineſt Scriptures will be in danger 
to be peryerted , as ſoon as the moſt 
difficult. | 

Secondly , The very ſame places of 
Scripture will be liable: to be ſhame- 
fully wreſted, - to ſerve different pur- 


poſes. 


I. Firſt, I ſay the plaineſt Scriptures 
will be in danger to be perverted (and 
very dangerouſly too) as well ag-the 
molt dificult, For it is not their dif- 
ficulty , that makes them be peryert- 
ed, but mens own eaſineſs ta believe 
any thing, which their private deſires 
would have to be true , though never 
ſo contrary to ſound Reaſon and Re- 
ligion : which if they had regarded, 
would have direftedthem to makeano- 
ther conſtrution of Holy Writings. 

All the Vetaphors, for inftance, 
and reſemblances borrowed from 
things viſible, to repreſent the Glory 
of Chriſt's heavenly Kingdom, make 
the miſerable Jews (as their Forefa- 
thers did before them) ſtill — 

them- 
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themſelyes with pleaſant Dreams, of 
a glorious, pompous Monarchy here 
on Earth : thongh the Prophets, in 
as plain words as can be deviſed, re- 
preſent Chriſt, their King, as a man 
of ſufferings, who ſhould endure grea- 
ter indignities than any man ever did, 
and at laſt dye, and fo riſe again, 
to ſit at the right hand of God, and 
oh his Holy Spirit from thence, to 

Il all the Earth with the knowledge 
of the Lord ; and thereby make them 
ey Subjects of a Divine Kingdom. 

his drowſineſs is ſo hereditary to 
their Nation, that they will not be 
awakened out of their ſlumber z; by 
conſidering how much more the Soul 
is God%s care, than the Body ; and 
what the Prophets ſpeak concerning 
Chriſt's Government over mens minds 
and Conſciences, and the reformation 
He ſhould come to make in their life 
and manners. ' 

Some Chriſtians have been deluded 
with the ſame Fancy; as if they had 
dreamt npon their Pillow. 

Bat there are more\palpable inſtan- 
ces, of the abuſes committed among 
them, not by reading the — 

or 
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(for that they were not forbidden) 
but by 'not obſerving the Rale I am 
now eſtabliſhing,” It was uſual for 
cople,, even in the ancient Times of 
iſtianity , to ihterpret the Scri- 
according to their fancy, mere- 
Co fie a preſent turn ; juſt as ma- 
ny make it do now: For Tertulian 
tells us , that they who, after their 
Converſion to Chriſtianity , ſtill fol- 
lowed the trade of making 7dols and 
Image: for the Heathen to Worſhip, 
defended themſelves (when they were 
reprehended for it) by a Saying in 
St. Paul , 1 Cor, VII. 20, which they 
thus cofitratted , Ur qni/q; furrit in- 
ventus , ita & perſtveret ,, As ev 
man is found , when he is called to 
Chriſtianity, ſo let him continue. 
There is no man that reads what 
follows, but plainly ſees (if he be not 
reſolved to ſhut his eyes againſt all 
that contradicts his defires) the Apo- 


* ſledeſigns Nothing, but that all men 


ſhould remain fo well ſatisfied with 
the condition in which they were 
when converted to Chriſt ; that if 
they were mere Slaves, they ſhould be 
content to continue ſo; and not de- 
part 


- 
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part from their 'Lerds and 'Maſters, 
unleſs they would/give them their Li. 
berty : which, he grants, was much 
to be deſired. Burt if the following 
wordshad not told.us this 'is' his mea. 
ning ; yet the Rule before mentioned; 
wou'd have ſufficiently fecured them, 
from the ill uſe they made of his 
words: For as Tertullian ' well ob- 
ſerves (in his Book of 1dolatry, Cap.V. 
where he treats of this matter) -1t-is 
an Interpretation, that directly leads 
to all wickedneſs. Poſſum igitur om- 
nes in peccatis per ſeverare ex iſta inter- 
pretatione. &c. as his words are : We 
may all then continue in our ſins, ac- 
cording to this Interpretation';; for 
there is not one of us, who: was'not 
fourd a Sinner, when he was called 
into Chriſt*s Service: who came down 
for no other reaſon, but to deliver us 
from our ſins. 

But in the ſame manner they alſo 
abuſed, he obſerves there, ſome other 
Texts of St. Paxl,. wherein he requi- 
red, that after, his Example, every 
man ſhould work, and get his living with 
bis own hands, 1 Cor. LV. 10. 2 Thell. 
HL. g, 10. By which Precepts, if all 
that 
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that! men wrought with their hands, 
migttt be defended ; then Thieves and 
High-way men/;/'and Coiners of falſe 


Money , and all other wicked perſons, 


would be juſtified by them, as well as 
theſe Image-makers , - who alledged 
them. In aword, ©let the Gate of 
the Church be ſet wide'open, faith 
© he, for all Comers, wholive by their 
*labour ; if there be no exception of 
ſuch Arts and Trades, as the Diſci- 
©pline of God doth not receive. 

'And- indeed, the Scripture- it ſelf 
teaches us this Truth, That'it is not 
the difficult places only , which men 
wreſt to ' their deſtruction , but the 
_ alſo, when thereby they can 

ve ſome colour for' their evil pra- 
ices. As for Example, what can be 
more certaia than this, that the Apo- 
ſtle never gave any incouragement by 
his Doctrine for men to ſay, much leſs 
ſaid thus himſelf, Let #s do evil, that 
good may come, That is, a good End 
will warrant- evil Ations. And-yet 
there were ſome, who were ſo aiida- 
cious, as to affirm he taught this Do- 
frine : whom he contents himſelf to 
confute , with theſe few words; and 
Yu, vouch- 


\ 
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vouchſafes them no -other anſiver; 
Whoſe damnation 1s juſt , 11. Rom. 8, 
There wes no ground, that is, fot 
ſuch an interpretation of his 

but only their own evil Principles 
AﬀeRions ; which led them to make 
this Concluſon againſt the dictates of 
natural Reaſon and Chriſtianity : and 
therefore nothing could be ſaid for 
fuch men; but they would -pe- 
riſh ; and Nothing was more juſt than 
that God ſhould kaye them under 
Condemnation, who perverted holy 
Words toa meaning fo croſs to all the 
known Principles of natural and re- 
vealed Truth, that Nothing could be 
more. 

Occumenius,, upon this yery Text 
of St. Peter , gives another ſuch like 
inſtance, of wreſting St. PawPs words, 
which, he ſaith, may ſerve inſtead of 
all. © He having ſaid, V. Rom. 20. 
©Where fin aboundrd , grace did much 
© more abound ; ungodly men pervert- 
*ing his ſenſe, fay, we. haye Paxl on 
* our ſide, who ſays, <pagii om mXxer, 
© tra rhber evſyapnborls, Let w ſin the 
© mare abundantly, that we may be the 
* more abundantly pardoned, _— 
_ ney 
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tthey do to their .own deſtrution 
' (faith St. Peter) for they that killed 
©the Prophets and the Apoſtles, and 
© they that deltroy and take away their 
words, by a perverſe interpretation, 
are obnoxious to one and. the ſame 
© Condemnation : becauſe they flew 
them, that the World might be no 
f longer taught by them, the faving 
Truths of the Goſpel; and theſe in 
f the like manner wreſt, or put upon 
"the rack their words, that none by 
* them may work out their Salvation. 
ain, what is there clearer inthe 
Apoltolical Writings, than that th 
every where taught, God will rai 
the dead at the laſt day; in which He 
will judge the World jn righteouſneſs. 


. And yet there were thoſe who wreſt- 


ed theſe words fo foully, that ſome 
ſaid, thecReſurreftion was paſt already ; 
of whom were Hymenens and Philetas, 
2 Tim, ll. 17,18. and others ſaid, there 
was no Reſurrettion, 1 Cor. XV. 12. 
and others aid, Chriſt would never 
come again; but laught at his promi- 
ſes of coming to reward the good, and 
at his threatnings of coming to puniſh 
the wicked, as St. Peter tells us 1a this * 
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very Chapter, v. 3, 4- Knowing thu 
firft, that there ſhall come in the laſt days 
ſcoffers , walking after their own luſts, 
(there was the reaſon of their ſcoffing) 
ſaying , Where # the promiſe of his c« 
ming ?- for ſince the firſt men fell aſleep, 

I ; hk continue as they were from the 
beginning of the world; Which they 
would not have had the impuderce to 
affirm Cir being ſo eaſie to diſprove 
them) had they not affected ( as he 
ſhows v. 5.) to be ignorant of what 
was as plainly recorded in the Holy 
Books, as any thing whatſoever ; that 
there had already been, long ago, a 
great change made by the Flood,which 
{wept away the World of the Ungod- 
ly. Which, if they had been ſerious; 
would haye kept them from mocking, 
at another deſtruction threatned to 
the Wicked, with a promiſe of Sal- 
vation to the Godly, at our Saviour's 
ſecond Coming : and made them look 
upon what was paſt, as an Example of 
the like future Judgment. 

I might give more numerous inſtan- 
ces, which would prove ſomething 
beyond this; - that unpurged minds, 
or, «which is all one, unlearned and 
&y unſtable 
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unſtable Souls, will not only wreſt 
lain Truths to ſerve their Luſts and 
omours : but thereby be apt to grow 
more wicked, and more prejudiced 
againſt God and Goodneſs. For the 
opinion, or preſumption (as is excellent- 
ly obſerved by a great Man) that any 
of our evil attions, or diſpoſitions, are 
countenanced from God's Word, doth 
mightily heighten them, in a degree of 
tl more than uſual. 
The covyetous, niggardly, and un- 
merciful, for inſtance, if they pleaſe 
themſelves, in the precepts of frugali- 
ty and diligence; are exceedingly ſtif- 
ned and rooted in thoſe fins, with the 
pleaſure they take in their conceited 
conformity with theruleofGodsWord: 
which teacheth us to avoid Riot and 


Luxury, Sloth and Negligence. And 
thus the ſtubborn and ſelt-willed, are 
encouraged in their obſtinacy, by the 
commendations which are given to the 
conſtant and the well-rcfolyed. And 
the malicious, turbulent, and ſeditious 
Spirits, juſtifie their bitterneſs, fury, 
and contempt of Authority, from the 
examples of exceſſive zeal, or indig- 
nation ſwelling in Holy men upon juſt 

H OCCa- 
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occaſions, and that, perhaps, by x 
ſpecial Divine incitation z which is 
not by any man to be now imits- 
ted, 

"But it is time to leave this; and toffig 
give a ſhort account of the other. Jie. 


IL It is no leſs uſual, for want of J ;; 
obſerving this plain Rule, to prek 
one and the ſelf ſame Scripture , to hh; 
ferve for different purpoſes : unto the $y; 
great diſhonour o& God, and of his) 
Holy Oracles ; which men , fromþ 
hence, imagine have an uncertain 
found. | 
I might inſtance in ſome very any, 
cient abuſes of this nature; As thatin, 
of our Sayiours, X. Matth. 25. It uſty x 
enough for the Diſciple, that he be as bivfhy y 
Maſe, may be ſtrained to prove n0fhe « 
body knows how many abſurditiev$ff, 
You may gueſs at the reſt by this onejſhy he 
that it was alledged by the Ebionitaylhe 1 
to prove that Chriſtians ought to be 
circumciſed, becauſe Chriſt their Maorg 
ſter was ( as Epiphanius expreſly h 
members) and by the ſame reaſon mayſſey ex 
be urged to prove , that no Chriltialhyi 
ought to marry , becauſe Chriſt theuſhe @ 
Maſter never married. But 


() 
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Bat there are modern inſtances,more 
8 {than enough, of this; ſuch as ſhow, 
& that not only ignorant people , but 
the moſt inſtrufted in humane Learn- 
to Jing, wreſt the Scriptures notoriouſly, 
ifthey keep not cloſe to Principles of 
known Morality and Piety. 
«From thoſe two words, Paſce oves, 
red my ſheep , I know not how many 
jings are endeayoured to be eſta- 


I 
2 


to 
the ſhliſhed, by the Doctors of the Romer 
his Church. If you ask how they prove 


ol the Popes Monarchy and Supreme 
al Dominion in the Church, the Anſwer 
s, Chriſt ſaid to Peter, Simon bary- 
a Fora, Feed my ſheep ;, 5. e. ſaith Bellay- 
00 Bnine, ego more impera, command af- 
: vera Regal manner. If you ask again 
; buy what Right he challenges to be 
Doe Supreme Judge in Controverſies 
LSBFaith, which anciently was thought 
one: belong to General Councils out of 
Word of God, the ſame Doctor 
0 WElls you it is evident from the ſame 
gords, Feed my ſheep. Hence he proves 
d bis Infallibility , or that he can- 
ot err in matters of Faith, becauſe 
carl ſaid , Feed my ſheep. Nay, by 
neue fame words, a _ Prerogative 

2 is 


1t 
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is eſtabliſhed , which is a power to 
make new Articles of Faith , if he 
think good. They are alledged alſo j 
for a fifth purpoſe, to prove that he] 
hath a Treaſure made up of the Me- | , 
rits of Chriſt, and of the Saints, which || { 
he diſpenſes as he pleaſes to the Faith- Þ | 
ful; for ſo the ſame DoCtor teaches | 6 
in his Book of Indulgences, becauſe} 2 
Chriſt ſaid to Peter, Feed my ſheep. | | 


By which wonderful words alſo, he £: 
and others labour to prove, that thef] £: 
Pope can transfer Kingdoms, abſolx} a 
Subjects from the Oath of Allegiance ſ| tr 
and depoſe them from their Thrones er 
And Becanws from the ſame words ftillfth 
gathers, that he may inflict temporſſ. ly 
Puniſhments, as they call them , na. wi 
excepting death , upon thoſe Princaſſ} ne 
that are diſobedient to him. ly 

So ſtrangely are -men bent to ford-th 
the meaning of Holy Writ , thougl-th 
they have never ſo good Parts, apo 
great Learning ; when they have and on 
forſaken the guidance. of Comma ve. 
Senſe , and the obyious Notions | va} 
Chriſtianity. Nay, the more wit ſen 
they are, the worſe they are ; if th the 
have loſt their Confgience , and key 
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not ſtriftly to, the firſt Principles of 
all Religion, 

There is another Example to- be 
given of this, of the ſame Nature. 
From thoſe words, Thou art Peter, and 
upon this Rock, I will build my Church, 
&c. one is content to prove no- more 
but this , that the Univerſal Church 
cannot err : but another from hence 
affirms, that the Tradition of the pre- 
fent Church cannot err : which will not 
fatisfie others, who conclude from the 
fame words, that the Pope cannot err : 
and there are thoſe who alledge them 
t9 prove that a General Council cannot 


err, Theſe words cannot alike ſerve all 
theſe purpoſes (as our Divines right- 
ly-have obſerved) for a Pope may err, 
. where-a Council doth not ; and a Ge- 
aff-zeral Council may err ,- where the tru- 


ly Catholick Church cannot. And 


s therefore it is not the evidence of 
of things, which leads men thus to ex- 


nJ-pound the Holy Scriptures ; but their 


own private afteftions, and their ſe- 
veral intereſts and deſigns, to the ad-. 
vancement of which they eaſily con- 


witty ſent to apply them : Not attending to 
the the clear ſcope of them ; , or rather 


H 3 ſhut» 
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ſhutting their eyes, not only to that, 
but to the main ſcope of the whol 
Book of God, and to all other No 
tices, which would give them better 
direction. And ſolve alſo , even ms 
ny ſeeming difficulties, which are i 
the Scripture ; or, at leaſt, guidey 
ſo evenly, that we ſhall paſs ſafely by 
them. 

Which is the third General Truth, 
I propounded in the beginning of thi 
Part of my Diſcourſe. 


III, 


AMONG all thoſe things, whick 
we are concerned to learn , there a 
none thought more difficult than 
ral paſſages in St. PawPs Epiſtles 


ſome part of which St. Peter had in hi 


eye, when he concluded his Secon 
Epiſtle, But I may be confident, that 
if we will admit, or take up, -no ſenk 
of them , that is contrary to fic 
known and confeſſed Truths , as att 
en all ſides embraced, we may give 
fair account of them ; at leaſt, p 

ſerve our ſelves from making a 
dangerous conſtruction of them, 


as A. a ©. a A& &@ as £ as 
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» That which above all the reſt is 
thought to be of greateſt difficulty, is 
his Doftrine of Eleftion and Reproba- 
tion : which ſome take to be the things 
hard to be underſtood in St. Paul's Epi- 
ſtles. But if we ſtick cloſe to.the 
known fixed Principles of Reaſon and 
Religion, which are- naturally writ- 
ten on our Hearts, or revealed by our 
Saviour, we ſhall be led thereby unto 
a fair and eaſie interpretation of his 
meaning in theſe matters. 
For there is an Eletion of whole 
Nations, and there is an Election of. 
icular Perſons : and they are ele- 
either to enjoy the means of 
Grace, or to partake of Eternal Sal- 
VAtion. 
The firſ# of theſe, it is evident, 
g 2re abſolute, and have no dependence 
upon any thing we do : but the latter 
uy are not; as St. Paul expreſly teaches 
enk} us, 2 Thefſ. Il. 13. where he ſaith, 
God had choſen them to Salvation, 
through Santtification of the Spirit, and 
belief of the Truth. Faith was ſuppo- 
ſed to this, and the fruits of Faith, in 
Sanftity and Holineſs. They were 
not choſen to Salvation but through - 
H 4 theſes 
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theſe ;/ though they were choſen to he 
made \partakers of the Grace of the 
Goſpel before theſe. 2k 

The like may be ſaid concerning 
Reprobating, or rejecting men. W hich 
fometimes plainly concerns whole N+- 
tions ; and ſometimes particular Per- 
ſons: and ſometimes is only from the 
Priviledges they formerly enjoyed; 
fometimes from Eternal Life ; both of 
them for their ſins; and the former 
(the National rejef@tion from their for- 
mer Priviledges) is deſigned by God to 
prevent the latter ; viz. the final de- 
itruftion of every one of them, which 
he doth not deſire. 

Thus God reprobated, or rejected 
and caſt away 1/rael, as St. Paul teaches 
in the Epiſtle to the Romans : But it 
was not with an- intention that they 
ſhould utterly periſh. No, he faith 
more than once, God forbid : 1..e. he 
abhorred ſuch a thought ; he diſclai- 
med any ſuch meaning. For , quite 
contrary, by their being rejected from 
enjoying the Priviledges they former- 
ly had, the Gentiles were brought to 
Chriſtianity : and the end of that, 
was tO provoke the Jews alſo to jealonſie; 
an 
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and moye them at laſt to bethink 
themſelves better, and to repent of 
their ſin ane be ſaved 

. Letany man read ſeriouſly the Tenth 
and Eleventh Chapters of that EpiſHe, 
and he will be fatisfied that the Re- 
probation ſpoken of in the Ninth 
Chapter, was ſuch ; that they. might 
- notwithſtanding be reltoxed into the 
favour of God, and be finally ſaved: 
That is, they were rejected from be- 


-ing his peculiar people, as they had 


. been : but not from all hope of his 
Mercy, if they did not continue 4 dif- 


obedient and gainſaying people; For the 


Apoſtle ſtill prays for them, in the 
entrance of the Tenth Chapter : and 
begins the Eleventh in this manner, 
I ſay then, Hath God caſt away his 
people ? God forbid. . That: is, will any 
man infer then , from what I have 


faid , that God hath utterly reproba- 


ted them , never to receive them 
more? No ſuch matter ; none ought 
to interpret my words to ſuch a ſenſe; 
which I diſown ; nor did it ever come 
ito my mind.. For I my {elf am an 
inſtance of the contrary ; being ar 
tſraclite, of the ſeed of Abraham, of the 
zribe of Benjamin, &cs, Hs And -- 
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And yet he ſaith afterward , that 
God had blinded their eyes , and given 
them a Ffirit of ſlumber, eyes that they 
ſhould not ſee , and ears that they ſhould 
not bear ;, according to that of David, 
Let their table be made a ſnare and a 
trap and a ſtumbling-block, &Cc. v,8, 

110, 

; But what then? Have they ſtumbled 
that they ſhould fall , and be utterly 
ruined ? God forbid : but rather through 
their fall Salvation is Come to the Gen- 
tiles, to provoke them to jealouſie, v. 11. 
For if they did not abide ſtill in Un- 
belief, he ſhows they might be graft- 
ed into the Church again, v. 23. And 
explains his mind: ſtill more fully in 
this matter , v. 25. that blindnef was 
hapned only in part to Iſrael, till the 
fulneſs of the Gentiles was come in: 
and ſo all Iſrael ſhall be ſaved. 

For though they were , as concern= 
ing the Goſpel, Enemies for-our ſake; 
yet, as touching the EleCtion., they 
were beloyed for the Fathers ſake. 
They were not abſolutely and: finally 
reprobated ; but for the prefent did 
not believe, that through.the Mercy 
ſhowed to ys Gentiles , they == 

16] 
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al obtain Mercy. For God con- 
cluded them all in Unbelief, that he 
might haye mercy upon all, v. 28, 


31, 32+ 
All theſe expreſſions, and a number 
more in that Chapter , evidently de- 
monſtrate, it was not an irrecoverable 
Rejeftion, which the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
of ; much leſs a Rejection without 
any reſpeCt to. their ſins ; but ſuch a 
Rejection for their rejeCting Chriſt, 
as in the deſign of God, was to bring 
them to Repentance, and to Faith in 
Chriſt ; when they ſaw what they had 
loſt (and others had gained)--by their 
Infidelity. 
He+ now that will interpret the 
Ninth Chapter , according to the + 
lain, declared ſenſe of the Apoſtle 
1n this, will have no-hard work to un- 
dertake : but eaſily ſee that as he 
ſpeaks of the whole body of the Jewiſh 
Nation , ſo he did not think them to 
be utterly loſt ; but deſigned even 
their Reprobation for their recove- 


Iy; 

” And now I might proceed to ſhow 
(if it would not 1inlarge this Treatiſe 
too-much). how the difficulties which 


are. 
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are raiſcd about Faith and Works, are 
not ſo great neither as they ſeem if 
we firmly adhere to common Truths, 
Which lead every man to conclude, 
that the Faith which enters us into a 
ſtate of Juſtification , doth include in 
it an hearty purpoſe of well-doing ; 
and that, being thus entred, we can- 
not continue in that ſtate, unleſs (ac- 
cording to our holy purpoſe) we bring 
forth the fruit of good Works. 

And, in like manner, what he ſaith 
of Gods hardening mens hearts, is not 
difficult to be underſtood by thoſe, 
who are not unlearned and unſtable: 
but are $kilful in the Principles of 
natural Knowledge and of true Chri- 
ſtianity ; and who are rooted in them 
ſo, that they hold them faſt , what- 
{ceyer expreſlions there may be, that 
ſeem to contradict them. 

But it is time to draw towards a 
Concluſion of this Treatiſe , which 
ſhall end as it began. The DoCtrine 
of this Church, it appears, is moſt 
Pure and fincere in this Point; and 
moſt conformable to what we find de. 
livered by the holy Do@ors. of Chri- 
ſtianity, in the belt Ages. And o_ 
| : OICe 
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fore no Member of it ought to be per- 
ſvaded.. for any reaſon, to lay. aſide 
the reading of the Holy Scriptures, 
when there is a more — courſe to 
which they themſelves direct us. Which 
is, to learn thoſe things well, which 
we cannot miſapprehend, if we mind 
them; and which will keep us from 
gp all other things, if 
we ſtick to them, and will not deſert 
them. 

Let that be. your firſt buſineſs, to 
learn all General. Truths, which com- 
prehend the Particular in them; And 
when you have learnt them , receive 
no particular Opinion, which .croſles 
thoſe general Truths; for you may be 
ſure it is falſe ; becauſe one Truth 


- cannot croſs another ; and all Con- 


cluſions muſt be judged by the prime 
Truths , which ought to ſtand un- 
moveable. 

But above all, let us eſtabliſh thoſe 
Truths in our minds and hearts, which 
teach us to be good. For there is no 
Diſpute about this, that we ovght to 
be deyoutly Religious, and ſober. and 

. juſt, and temperate in all things : 
meek alſo, humble, patient, ready 
to 
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to do good , and to forgive. And if 
we exerciſe our ſelves continually ig 
the praCtice of theſe, and ſuch like 
Vertues, which are eyidently taught 
vs in the Holy Books ; they will pre. 
ferye us from making any ill uſe of any 
thing we read there: and teach us to 
turn all we read, into our nouriſhment 
and increaſe in true Godlineſs. 

Hear the Firſt Homily of - our 
Church ; in the concluſion of it. 

In reading God's Word, he moſt 
profifeth not ' always , that is moſt ready 
sn turning of the Book,, 'or in ſaying of 
it without Book ;, but he that is moſt tur- 
ned into it, that is moſt inffired with the 
Holy Ghoſt , moſt in his heart and life. 
alrered and changed into that thin 
which he readeth : he that is daily "4 
and leſs proud ,- leſs wrathful, leſs cove-' 
tous ,, and leſs deſirous of worldly and 
vain pleaſures : he that daily ( forſaking 
his old vicious life ) rakes +. in Vertue 
more and more. And to be ſhort, there 
5s hothing that more maintaineth Godl;- 
neſs of mind, and driveth away Ungod- 
lineſs, than doth the continual: reads 
or hearing of God*s _ it be 
joyned with a gedly mind., and 4 good 

& 
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affetion, to know and follow God*s Will. 
For without a ſingle eye, pure intent, 
and good mind, nothing is allowed for 
good before God. 


OBFECTION,. 


THE great ObjeCtion againſt all 
that hath been ſaid is, That notwith- 
ſtanding theſe DireCtions, Lay-men, 
we ſee, do abuſe the Holy Scriptures ;. 
and which is more, the reading of 
them hath bred infinite Hereſtes : and 
therefore the ſafeſt courſe is to forbid 
_ to be read by the common peo- 
ple. 


ANSWER |. 


T © the firſt part of which, an 
Anſwer hath been returned already, 
That there is nothing in the World fo 
uſeful and neceſſary, but it is liable to- 
be abuſed; and yet it muſt not there- 
fore be kept out of the hands of yulgar - 
people , for their common benefit. 
What more uſeful, nay neceſſary than 
fire; and yet malicious, or negligent 
people, may burnthe beſt houſe that 

is. 
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is with it , which they ſhould: only 
warm. 

But beſides this, I have one ſhort 
Reply more to make : That none haye 
been more guilty of abuſing the Holy 
Scripture, than they who ought to 
have been Guides to the Church and 
People of God. by a ſound interpre- 
tation thereof. Examples of which 1 
am not diſpoſed to name , unleſs any 
_ ſhall be ſo bntoward: as to deny it: 
and then a great many may be produ- 
ced,” like to that of lim, who becauſe 
Moſes ſaid, If a beaſt touch the moun- 
Tain , let it be ſtoned ,, concluded that 
no ſimple or unlearned man, ought.to 
preſume to meddle with the ſublimity 
. ofthe Holy Scripture. 

A hard caſe this, that yulgar people 
Hould betreated like Beaſts: but thus 
Learned men will miſinterpret Scri- 
pture, when they are inclined only to 
{erve their Cauſe; and be as forward 
(if they be not diſintereſſed) to miſ- 
kad the people, as the people are to 
millead themſelves, 


ANSWER 
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ANSWER Il. 
T © the other part of the Objetti- 


on, I ſhall give ſomething fuller ſa- 


tisfattion. 


I. And firſt of all, it is not true 
that all Hereſfies have ſprung from 
mens reading the Scriptures, or from 
their miſunderſtanding them : but ra- 
ther from their not reading them, as 
St. Chryſoſtom, you have heard, was of 
opinion ; whoſe words I have quoted 
more than once, in the firſt Patt of this 
Difcourſe. Which are of the ſame 
import with thoſe of our Saviour, 
XXII. Matth, 29. Ye do err, not know- 
ing the Scriptures, and the power of God. 
That is, not being acquainted with 
what natural Reaſon taught concern- 
ing God's Omnipotency, as well as 
what the Scripture taught about the 
Reſurrection. | 

Here it may be fit to obſerye theſe 
four things. 

Firſt, That the Fathers obſerve, all 
the ancient Hereticks did not read the 


Scriptyre. They are the words "4 
t. 
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St. Auſtin, Lib.IIl. Cap. 9g. De Geneſ 
ad literam. For neither do all Hroed, 
read the Catholick, Scriptures : nor are 
they Hereticks for any othey reaſon ,, but 
becauſe they not underſtanding them a- 
r:ght, pertinaciouſly aſſert their own falſe 
Opinions againſt their Truth, And thus 
_St. Fierom in the laſt words of his 
Commentary upon the VII. of Hoſea. 
All the queſtions of the Hereticks and of 
the Gentiles are the ſame ;, becauſe they 
follow not the Authority of the Scripturer, 
but the ſenſe of humane Reaſon. 
Secondly, They obſerve, that the 
men who pretended moſt to this, were 
the Original of Herefies, viz the Phi. 
loſophers. Thus Tertullian, in his 
firſt Book againſt Marcion , ſpeaking 
of the Profeſſors of Wiſdom, ſaith, 
De quorum ingeniis omnis —_ anima- 
tur , From whoſe Wits all Hereſie is 
acgpetes and incouraged. And more 
ly in his Book of Preſcriptions, Cap. 
7. © Ipſe deniq, bereſes a Philoſophia 4- 
* »imantny , Hereſfies themſelves had 
* life given them from Philoſophy. For 
*the eones came out of the School of 
* Plato : Marcion's God came from 
© the Stoicks : and the Souls _ 
com 
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© from the Epicureans : and the denial 
© of the Reſurreftion of the Body, was 
*taken from one School of all the 
© Philoſophers. And fo he proceeds, 
ſhowing how the Fables, the endleſs 
© Genealogies, the unprofitable queſtions, 
* and Dsſputings mentioned in the Scri- 
* ptures, came out of the ſame Forge : 
* and that the Apoſtle takes notice of 
*it, when he gives the Coloſſians a Ca- 
* veat againſt vain Philoſophy, 11. Col. 
*8. From whence we may note, that 
the Scriptures themſelves aſſign the 
Original of Hereſiez, and teach us to 
beware of it ; fo far are they from 
leading us into them. 

Thirdly, And there is a third Canſe 
of them mentioned in Scripture 
viz. the Traditions of men, VII. 
7, 8. And thus Firmilian obſerves in 
his Letter to St. Cyprian, That Aar- 


* Cion, the Diſciple of Cerdo, a great 


while after the Apoſtles, indaxir 
ſacrilegam adverſm Deum traditionem, 

Fe in a ſacrilegious Tradition 
againſt God : Apelles alſo , conſent- 
ing to his Blaſphemy , added mud- 
ta alia nova, many other Noyelties ; 
which were more grieyous , and + 


180 Search the, Scriptures. Part II: 


rectly oppoſite to Faith and Truth, 
And fo did Yalentinu and Baſilides, 
who rebelled againſt God's Church, 
by their wicked Forgeries. 

And thus St. Hierom introduces He- 
reticks maintaining their Errours, in 
the very Dialect of the now Roman 
DoCtors ; We are the Sons of thoſe wiſe 
men, who from the beoinning delivered 
unto us the Apoſtolical Dotrine,&C. Lib. 
VII.i;n Hſaiam,Cap.XIX. But S.Cyprian 
every where appeals from all-pretend- 
ed Tradition whatſoever, unto the 
DiRates of our Lord and his Apoſtles, 
s. e. unto Scripture-Tradition. Par- 
ticularly , in that famous Epiſtle of 
his to Pompeii ;, All religions and ſim- 
ple minds have a compendioua means, both 
't0 lay aſide Erronur , and to find out 
Truth: nam ſi ad divine traditionis ' 
caput & originem revertamur ; ceſſat 
error humanus ;-for if we go back. to 
the Head and Original of Divine T ra- 
dition, there is an end of. humane Er- 
rour. Anda little after, he tells us 
what he means by this Divine Tradi- - 
tion, when he faith , 7f there, be any 
doubt, any wavering about the Truth, 
tet us return, ad originem Dominicam, 

: & Evan 
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& Evangelicam & Apoſtolicam Tra- 
ditionem, to our Lord*s Original, or 
beginning , both the Evangelical , and 
Apoſtolical Traditions : that is, to the 
DoCtrines delivered in the Go#pels, 
and in the Writings of the Apoſtles 
Fourthly, Another Spring of Here- 
ſie were pretended Revelations. Thug 
the Cataphryze, as the ſame Firmilian 
tells us; & novas Prophetias uſurpare 
conantur , Caron alſo to make 
uſe of new Prophecies. And a little 
after , We know they cannot Have Chriſt, 
who challenge to themſelves their falſe 
Prophecy , againſt the Faith of Chriſt. 
And whence they had their I[lumina- 
tions, who, in the boſom of the Ro- 
man Church, invented a Fifth Goſpel 
(which threatned the overthrow of our 
four) is not hard to reſolye. © Not 
out of the Holy Scriptures, we may 
be ſure : and therefore the taking a- 
way them from the people , will not 
prevent all Hereſies ; but they will 
ſtartup, as they have done, from 0- 
ther Cauſes : and they will the ſooner 
ſtart up, if the Scriptures be neglect- 
&d. 


II. But 
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11. But I deſire it may be further 
conſidered, that as Hereſies will ſpring 
up from other Cauſes , though men 
do not read the Scriptures : ſo Lay- 
men have not been always the Devi- 
ſers of them ; but they to whom none 
deny the liberty of reading the Holy 
Books. For the moſt pernicious He- 
relies, that have been in the Church, 
had their beginning from Prieſts; as 
4s carry by Arius and Neſtorius. And 
TT no. man can. frame an Hereſie, 
but he that is of excellent Parts, as 
St. Hierom?s opinion is ; whoſe wotds 
are theſe upon the X. of Hoſea. © No 
© man can deviſe and ſet up a Hereſie, 
© but he that is ardentis ingenis, of an 
© extraordinary Wit; and hath gifts 

. © of Nature, created by God the great 
© Artificer : ſuch was Yalentinus , ſuch" 
© was Marcion ; whom we read to haye 
© been moſt learned ; ſuch was Barde- 
© {anes,, whoſe Wit the Philoſophers 
© themſelves admired. Andtherefore, 
either the Scriptures muſt be wholly 

_laid aſide, the greateſt men, for Lear- 
ning and Parts , being apt to abuſe 

® them, if they be not humble and tho- 
roughly 
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rougbly good : or men mult be taught 
how to _ themſelves for the 
reading of them, and what to ſeek for 
there; and then any body may ſafely 
take them into their hands, and make 
them their conſtant Companions. 


III. It muſt likewiſe be further con- 
ſidered , that there is ſomething elſe. 
to.be feared beſide Hereſie ; and that 
is ſtupid ignorance, or groſs Infideli- 
ty: which, Experience ſhows us, have 
followed upon the taking the Scri- 
ptures from the people ; even as dark- 
neſs comes and covers the Earth, when 
the light is withdrawn from it. And - 
ought we not, inall reaſon, to be as 
\ ſtudious and ſolicitous , to prevent 
theſe, as to prevent Hereſie ? Since 
they are no leſs dangerous, or rather 
more dangerous by far : even for this 
reaſon, becauſe they make men liable 
to fall into the moſt ſottiſh Superſti- 
tions; if not into down-right Idola- 
ity ; Which is a worſeithing than He- 
rele. 

How Images came to be Lay- 
mens Books, it is needleſs to relate 
(the matter being very plain) - 

W 
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how Image-Wo# ſhip thence aroſe ; and 
how fatal this hath been to the vulgar 
people, I have not room to diſcourſe; 
nor how Legends of Saints were in- 
vented, of abſurd and incredible 
ſtories, which-haye diſgraced the Do. 
Etrine of Chriſtianity , and tempted 
many to disbelieve the true Hiſtory 
of our-Saviour®s and his Apoſtles Mj- 
raculons Operations. But this is cer- 
tain, that they were deviſed to ſupply 
the place of the Holy Scriptures ; that 
the people might have ſomething to 
entertain them , when they were ta- 
ken away from them. It was the ef- 
fect, at leaſt, of that ; theſe fabulous 
ſtories being recommended to the peo- 
ples affetion, when they were fright- 
ed from medling with the Bible, as a 
dangerous Book : nay, when it's cre- 
dit was diſgraced by many words of 
reproach. Which we in this Church 
think our ſelves bound to wipe off, 
by recommending it to the peoples 
beſt affetion and conſtant peruſal , 
as a means to preſerve them from ſot- 
' tiſh ignorance , and ſtupid Impo- 
ſtures, and all yain Superſtitions, and 
falſe Worſhip. 

. IV. Nor 
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IV. Nor is it cafie for our people 
by this means to fall into Hereſte ; be- 
cauſe they have the liberty of reading 
the Scriptures , but interpreted to 
them by the Miniſtry of the Church 
(whereby they are taught continually 
to have recourſe to their Paſtors) and 
by ſundry Tracts , Expoſitions, and 
Paraphraſes, allowed by publick Au- 
thority : Particularly , in the begin- 
ning of the Reformation , care was 
taken that Eraſmus his Paraphraſe, 
ſhould be placed in every Pariſh- 
Church of the Realm ; in which he 
doth not follow his own private Fan- 
cy; but, like a truly great Man, re- 
preſents the ſenſe of the ancient Do- 
ors of the Church. 


V. Now if after all this, men do 
fall into Hereſie, it muſt be imputed 
to ſome other Cauſe, than their read- 
ing the Scriptures. For if they had 
minded them, they would have learnt, 
to be humble, modeſt, peaceable, tra- 
(table to their Guides , and to take 
heed of thoſe who cauſe Diviſions, 
a are proud, and dote about Que- 

-- I ſtions 
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ſtions and ſtrifes of Words ; and that 
creep into houſes to inſtill private Do- 
Ctrines, and, very frequently, lead 
men from the Scriptures, to pretend. 
ed Revelations or Traditions. That 
is, they would not have faln into any 
fort of Herefie 3 but kept wnto the 
wholeſom words of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
and to the Doftrine which is according 
wnto Godlineſs. Unto. which, if men 
will not attend, there is no remedy; 
they will fall into Hereſies, or worſe; 
whether they read'the Scriptures, or 
read them not. The Scripture it ſelf 
tells us. as much , that there muſt be 
Hereſies, 1 Ccr. XI. 19. that is, God 
will not hinder it, unleſs men will be 


guided by him, and be truly good : 


But he hath a very good end, as it 
there fojlows, in permitting it; which 
is, that it may be manifeſt , who are 
honeſt-hearted Chriſtians, ſincerely in 
love-with Truth-and Goodneſs, and 
who are rot. 

- And that muſt be the care of every 
good man, not to take or throw a- 
way the Scriptures, to prevent Here- 
ſies:: but, if Hereſies do ariſe, to en» 
deayour- (according to the _— 
0 
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of the Scriptures) to approve his in. 
tegrity unto God, by ſtedfaſt conti- 
nuance in Faith and Holineſs. 

And after the ſame manner moſt he 
povern himſelf, if the Guides of his 
Soul do not perform their Daty. 
Which I ſhall repreſent in the words 
of Eraſmus ;, out of his Preface to the 
Reader, before his Annotations on the 
New Teſtament. 

© It is the Paſtors Office to diſtribute 
* the Bread of Life to the people. But 
* what if they do not their Duty ? 
*What muſt the people do ? 

They mult implore the help of the 
* Supreme Paſtor Chriſt Jeſus ; who 
© ill lives, and hath not forſaken the 
F care of his Flock : But being ſolici- 
*ted by the pub'ick Prayers of his 
People, will do what is promiſed in 
* Ezekiel ;, Behold, I will both ſearch my 
© ſheep, and.ſeck, them out. As a fhep- 
* berd ſeeketh out his flock,, in the da 
© chat they are ſcattered : ſo wi! 1 kk 
© out my ſheep, and will deliver rhem 
© out of all places , where they have been 
* ſcattered im the clondy and dark day ; 
*with all the reſt that there follows 
*XXX, Exch, 12, 13, &c. 
| I 2 


© The 
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<©Hhe yulgar people are Sheep; but 
t endued with reaſon : and out of thoſe 


© Sheep are Paſtors made, And ſome. 
© times it falls out, that a Sheep may 
* know more than his Paſtor. As a 
© Lay-man therefore ought not ſcditis 
* ouſly to rebel againſt the Prieſts, leſt 
*that order be confounded , which St. 
© Paul would have in the Body of 
*Chriſt : ſo the Prieſts ought not to 
© exerciſe Tyranny over the Flock of 
*Chriſt ; for if they do, the Sedition 
* will Iye at their door. 

_ © When the Paſtors do their duty, 
© they are to be reverently heard as 
* Angels of God, by whom Chriſt 
* ſpeaks tous, And when they teach 
© unſincerely, the people mult pick out 
**2ll that's good, if there be any mix- 
Fed with it. But if they teach not at 
all, or teach thoſe things that are 
* plainly repugnant to the Goſpel, let 
* eyery man refreſh his Soul with pri- 
© vate reading. And Chriſt, who pro- 
© miſes to be preſent when two or three 
Gare gathered together in his Name, 
© will not be wanting, by his Spirit, to 
* one Soul that meditates pioully in his 
© Holy Word. 


©In 
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©In vain are ſix thouſand gathered 
© together, if it be not «2 bis Name. 
© Now they are gathered together in 
*Chriſt*s Name, who have reſpect to 
© Nothing but his Glory, and the eter- 
© nal Salvation of their Souls. 


CONCLUSION. 


I ſhall conclude all with the ſenſe 
of that great Man, St. Athanaſins : 
who wrote a little Treatiſe on pur- 

ſe, to reprove the audacioulneſs 
- he calls it) of thoſe, who ſaid that 
it was needleſs to look into the Scri- 
ptures ; and bad men not to ſearch into 
them, nor to ſpeak, out of them , but t9 
content themſelves with the Faith they 
had received. For ſearching into th: 
Scriptures, (ſaid they) doth but makes 
things more obſcure. 

o which he replies many things, 
which I might digelt into Heads ; but 


I ſhall preſent them to the Reader juſt ' 
as they lie in the Second Tame of his + 
Works, pag. 295. of the Paris Edis - 
tion, MDC XXVII | 

This very Aſſertion, ſaith he, ſhows 
| dhe inconſih 


their Dottrine , and 
_y - , wy 
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that it bath Nothing to ſupport it. He 
means, they would not be afraid men 
ſhould ſearch into the Scriptures, if 
they thought ', what was taught by. 
th.m, would be there juſtified. 

But we. truſt to the truth of the My. 
fery (4.e. the Scripture) and to the 
help of him who cannet lye , who ſaith, 
Every one that ſeeks ſhall find. 

Therefore we ſeek; as we ought ;, and 
we find what we ought ; axd we Speak 
with demonſtration , and we hear with a 
genuine intention : that we may per ſwade 
our domeſtichs ;, and that we may confute 
our Adverſayies; and that we may by 
our ſearch bd, gainers our ſelves ;, and 
not propound anyt#ing that 15 inconſiſtent 
unto others. 

Would you have me neglett the Scri- 
ptures ? Whence then ſhould I have knows 
ledge ? Would you not have me to mind 
knowledge ? But whence then ſhould 1 
have Faith ? Paul cries, How ſhould 
they believe, unleſs they hear ? And 
again , Faith comes by hearing, and 
hearing by the word-of God. He ther 
who forbids the Worg, obſtrufts bearing, 
and throws out Faith, 

No-man can be ignarant of the Roman: 
Laws 
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ptures, brought him ta his Saviour. 


b) 
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Laws (being 2 Member of the Em- 
- Pire) withour danger. They then who 


forbid #4 to ſtudy and learn the great 
Oracles of the King of Heaven, what 
kind of miſchief do they not craftily con- 
trive againſt us ? 

The Scripture is the food of the Soul. 
Ceaſe then, O man, to ſtarve the inward 
man , and to kill it with hunger : intro- 
ducing a famine, not of bread nor of was 
ter , but of hearing the Wi#d of the 
Lord. 

There 1s one that inflifts wounds, and 
doſt thou forbid the application-of medi- 
ciner ? For ſhame do not talk,, as-if the 
various wiſdom in the Books of Phyſici- 
ans, were vain and to- no purpoſe, One 
may as well, he means, bid people 
not mind their Preſcriptions, though 
there be many Diſeaſes in the Worls, 
as not read the Scriptures, when their 
Souls are in danger. 

Reverence that Lover of God"s Word, 
the Eunuch : who did not neglett reading 
upon the road. Whoſe good intentions 
our Lord accepting, ſent him ſtraight- 
way an Inſtrutter ; who made him under- 
ſtand what he.read , and, by the Scri- 


Hence 
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Hence it i that owur Saviour Cort- 
mands , Search the Scriptures : by 
ſearching , meaning careful and ſober 
inquiry into hidden things. 

Ont of the Scriptures , # the manife- 
ſtation of things obſcure ;, the confirma- 
tion of hope ; the event of promiſes ;, the. 
finding of our Saviour : according to 
that, We have found Him, of whom 
Moſes and the Prophets wrote. 

Paul himſelf uſes Scriptures for the 
eſt abliſhment of the Truth. And if he 
that beard ineffable things, he that was. 
thoroughly inſtrufted in ſecrets , he that 
had Chriſt ſpeaking in him, doth not 
ſimply uſe bus own private Authority, 
without the teſtimony of the Scriptures : 
hew can we with ſafety now neglett the 
Divine Legiſlation, and ſpeak, what we 
think, good out of our own hearts ? 

But there are ſome things tranſcend- 
ng our Conceptions. 1 ſay ſo too: and 
thu we learn out of the Scriptures ;, that 
we may underſtand what things are fit for 
ws to ſeek after, as being attainable. 

For it 15 neither proxsto venture upon 
all things : nor 1s it conſoſtent with Holi- 
ef, to neglett all things. 

What we worſhip, wo ought. all to be 
acquaimt- 


7 
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acquainted wthal : according to that 
which ts written, We know what we 
worſhip. But how great, or what kind, 
or after what manner, or where, it is the 
part of mad-men to inquire. 

_ They that would have none to judge 
of their DoFrines but themſelves , deter 
men from reading the Scriptures ;, preten- 
ding it is mn, Þ to pry into ſuch inace 
ceſſible things : but in truth , fearing to 
be convtnced out of them, of holding bad 
Opinions, 

I omit the reſt , which is but little 
more than I have repreſented ; and 
ſhall end all with his words to Macar 
rius , in the very beginning of his 
Works, agai2ſt the Gentiles z The ho- 
ly and divinely inSired Scriptures, are 
ſufficient of themſelves for the declaration 
of the Truth ;, and there are many Books 
compoſed about the ſame things , by our 
Teachers of bleſſed Memory : Which if 
any man peruſe , he will know , in ſome 
meaſure, the meaning of the Scriptures, 
and be able td attain the knowledge be dt= 


ſores. | 
The End of the Third Part. 
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A Catalogue of ſome Books Printed 
for R. Royſton, at the Angel 
in Amen-Corner. 


a 


Books written by the Reverend 
DoQor Patrick. 


HE Chriftian Sacrifice ; A Trea- 
tiſe ſhewing the Neceſlity, End, 
and Manner of receiving the Holy 
Communion : Together with ſutable 
Prayers and Meditations for every 
Month in the Year ; and for the Prin- 
I Feſtivals in Memory of our Bleſ- 
fed Saviour. In Four Parts. The 
Eighth Edition correted, in Otavs. 
he Devont Chriſtian inſtrufted how 
to pray and give _ to God: Or, A 
Book of Devotion for Families, and 
particular perſons, in moſt of the con- 
cerns of Humane Life. The Fifth 
Edition, in Twetver, 
An Advice to a Friend. The Fourth 
Edition, in Twelves, 
Jeſus and the ReſurreQion, juſtified 
by Witneſſes in Heaven and in Earth. 
In Two Parts, in Ofavo. The 


A (atalogue of Books. 


The Book of Job Paraphragd, in 
Oftavo. 

The Book of P/alms Paraphras'd, in 
. Oftavo. | 

The Truth of Chriſtian Religion, 
in Oftavo. 

. _ TheGlorious Epiphany, with the 

Deyout Chriſtians Love to it, in 0+ 
Bavo. : 

The Proverbs of Solomon Paraphra- 
ſed, with the Arguments of each Cha- 
pter, which ſapply the place of Com- 
menting, in Ottavo. | 

A Paraphraſe upon the Books of 
| Eccleſiaſtes and the Song of Solomon : 
With Arguments to- each Chapter, 
and Annotations thereupon. In-Ofta- 
vo. New. 

A Book for Beginners: Or, A Help 
to —_ Communicants., that they 
may be fitted for the Holy Commyu- 
nion, and receive it with profit. 

A Friendly Debate between: a Con- 
formiſt and a Non-Conformiſt. In 
Two Parts. The Sixth Edition Cor- 
reCted and Englarged. 

A Treatiſe of the Neceſſity and 
Frequency of rece ving the Holy Com- 
munions With. a Reſolution 0 _— 

ut 


—— 


A Catalogue of Books. 


about it. 'In three Diſcourſes, begung. 
upon Whitſunday , in the Cathedral * 
Church of Peterburgh, New... 


\ 


1H 4 
Winter-Evening Conference be- 
tween Neighbours. In Two Parts, 
The Second Edition CorreCted , in , 
Ofavo. | 
The Old Religion demonſtrated in 
its. Principles, and deſcribed inthe 
Life and Practice thereof. In Twelves. 
New. 
22 Sermons preagh*d partly before 
His Majeſty at Whwehall , and partly 
before Anne Dutcheſs of York, at the 
_ ChappelatS*' Famess. By Henry Kil- 
lLigrew, D.D, Maſter of the Savoy, and 
Almoner to his Royal Highnelſs. 
New, in Quarto. ; 
i - Animadverſions upon. a Book, In- 
,< tituled , Fanaticiſm Fanatically impu- 
p* ted to the Catholick Church , by Dr. 
Stsllingfleet , and the Imputation Re- 
futed and Retorted by S.C. By a 
Perſon of Honour. The Third Edi- 
tion, in Ofave. 


The End of the Catalogue. 
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